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How hard is it to get into Harvard Business School? Gaining admission to
Harvard Business School (HBS) is a formidable challenge that many aspiring
business leaders face. Known for its rigorous academic standards, prestigious
reputation, and extensive alumni network, HBS attracts a diverse range of
applicants from around the globe. The process is highly competitive, with
thousands vying for a limited number of spots each year. In this article, we
will explore the various factors that contribute to the difficulty of gaining
admission to HBS, including application requirements, selection criteria, and
the overall landscape of business school admissions.

Understanding Harvard Business School

Harvard Business School, established in 1908, is part of Harvard University
and is located in Boston, Massachusetts. It offers a two-year MBA program
that is designed to cultivate a new generation of leaders and innovators in
the business world. The curriculum combines theoretical knowledge with real-
world applications, providing students with the skills needed to navigate
complex business challenges.

The prestige of HBS is reflected in its faculty, alumni, and the resources
available to students. Graduates of HBS often go on to hold influential
positions in various industries, making the school a top choice for those
aspiring to make their mark in business.

The Admissions Process

The HBS admissions process is known for its complexity and competitiveness.
Each year, the school receives tens of thousands of applications, but only a
small percentage are accepted. The following sections outline the key
components of the admissions process.

Application Requirements

To apply to HBS, candidates must submit a comprehensive application that
includes the following components:

1. Online Application Form: A standard form that collects basic information
about the applicant.
2. GMAT or GRE Scores: Applicants must submit either GMAT or GRE scores,



demonstrating their quantitative and verbal skills.
3. Academic Transcripts: Official transcripts from all post-secondary
institutions attended.
4. Resume: A current resume that outlines the applicant’s professional
experience, education, and accomplishments.
5. Essays: HBS requires applicants to submit a personal essay that provides
insight into their character, motivations, and aspirations. The essay prompt
changes each year, but it typically encourages reflection on significant
experiences.
6. Letters of Recommendation: Two letters of recommendation are required,
ideally from professional contacts who can speak to the applicant's
leadership qualities and potential.
7. Interview: Selected candidates are invited for an interview, which plays a
crucial role in the admissions decision.

Selection Criteria

Admissions committees at HBS evaluate applicants based on several criteria,
including:

- Academic Performance: Strong academic performance in undergraduate studies
is essential, as it demonstrates the applicant's ability to succeed in a
rigorous academic environment. The average GPA of accepted students is
typically around 3.7.
- Standardized Test Scores: Competitive GMAT or GRE scores are critical. The
average GMAT score for incoming students at HBS usually hovers around 730.
- Professional Experience: HBS seeks candidates with significant work
experience, typically around five years. Leadership roles, achievements, and
progression in one’s career are heavily weighted.
- Personal Qualities: The admissions committee looks for candidates who
exhibit strong leadership potential, emotional intelligence, and a commitment
to making a positive impact in their communities and industries.
- Diversity and Fit: HBS values a diverse student body and seeks candidates
from various backgrounds, industries, and experiences. The ability to
contribute to a collaborative learning environment is also crucial.

Statistical Overview

To better understand the difficulty of getting into HBS, it is helpful to
look at some statistics:

1. Acceptance Rate: The acceptance rate at HBS is notoriously low, typically
ranging from 10% to 12%. This means that for every 100 applicants, only 10 to
12 will receive an offer of admission.
2. Number of Applicants: In recent years, HBS has received over 9,000
applications annually. The large applicant pool contributes to the
competitive nature of the admissions process.



3. Average Test Scores: As mentioned, the average GMAT score for admitted
students is approximately 730, placing successful applicants in a highly
competitive academic bracket.

Challenges Faced by Applicants

The road to admission at HBS is fraught with challenges. Below are some of
the most common hurdles faced by applicants:

High Competition

The sheer volume of applications received by HBS makes it challenging for any
candidate to stand out. With thousands of highly qualified applicants, even
those with exceptional credentials may find it difficult to secure a spot.

Stringent Requirements

The comprehensive application requirements can be daunting. Applicants must
invest significant time and effort into crafting their essays, obtaining
strong letters of recommendation, and preparing for interviews.

Unpredictable Admissions Trends

Admissions trends can vary from year to year based on various factors,
including changes in the applicant pool, school priorities, and global
events. For instance, during the COVID-19 pandemic, many business schools,
including HBS, adapted their admissions processes, making it challenging for
applicants to predict their chances of acceptance.

Tips for Success

While the process of applying to HBS is challenging, there are strategies
applicants can employ to enhance their chances of success:

1. Start Early: Begin the application process well in advance to allow ample
time for reflection, drafting, and revisions.
2. Tailor Your Application: Make sure your application materials reflect your
unique experiences, goals, and how you align with HBS's values.
3. Seek Feedback: Utilize mentors, peers, or professional advisors to review
your application materials and provide constructive criticism.
4. Prepare for Interviews: Practice common interview questions and be ready



to articulate your experiences and aspirations clearly and confidently.
5. Demonstrate Leadership: Showcase your leadership experiences and how you
have made a positive impact in your professional and personal life.

Conclusion

In conclusion, gaining admission to Harvard Business School is a challenging
endeavor that requires a combination of strong academic performance,
professional experience, and personal qualities. The competitive nature of
the admissions process, coupled with the rigorous requirements and high
expectations, makes it one of the most sought-after business schools in the
world. However, with careful preparation, thoughtful reflection, and a
commitment to presenting one's best self, aspiring candidates can improve
their chances of joining the ranks of HBS alumni. As the landscape of
business education continues to evolve, the prestige and influence of Harvard
Business School remain unparalleled, making it a dream destination for many
ambitious professionals.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the acceptance rate for Harvard Business
School?
As of the latest data, Harvard Business School has an acceptance rate of
around 10-12%, making it one of the most competitive business schools in the
world.

What are the key factors that Harvard Business
School considers in applicants?
Harvard Business School looks for strong academic records, competitive GMAT
or GRE scores, professional experience, leadership potential, and unique
personal qualities.

How important is the GMAT score for admission to
Harvard Business School?
The GMAT score is an important component of the application, with successful
candidates typically scoring in the range of 700 or above.

Does work experience matter for admission to Harvard
Business School?
Yes, significant and relevant work experience is crucial, as Harvard values



applicants who demonstrate leadership potential and professional
accomplishments.

What role do recommendation letters play in the
application process?
Recommendation letters are essential; Harvard looks for insights into your
professional abilities, character, and leadership qualities from people who
know you well.

How can applicants stand out in their Harvard
Business School applications?
Applicants can stand out by showcasing unique experiences, clear career
goals, strong leadership skills, and a compelling personal narrative in their
essays and interviews.

Is an undergraduate degree from an Ivy League school
necessary for admission?
No, an Ivy League degree is not required. Harvard Business School values
diverse educational backgrounds and experiences among its students.

What is the importance of the application essays for
Harvard Business School?
The application essays are critical as they provide an opportunity for
candidates to express their motivations, values, and vision, allowing the
admissions committee to assess fit.

Can international students apply to Harvard Business
School?
Yes, Harvard Business School welcomes international students and values the
diverse perspectives they bring to the classroom.
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