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How Few Remain is a novel by Harry Turtledove, published in 1993, that explores an alternate history
scenario where the Confederacy won the American Civil War. This book is the first volume in
Turtledove's "Timeline-191" series, which presents a reimagined view of 20th-century history shaped by
the outcomes of the war. Turtledove, often referred to as the "father of alternate history,” uses this
narrative to delve into themes of nationalism, conflict, and the human experience in a world drastically

altered by historical events.
Overview of Timeline-191
The Premise

In "How Few Remain," Turtledove posits a world where the Confederate States of America successfully
seceded from the Union and established itself as a legitimate nation. The timeline diverges from our own in
1861, and the Confederacy's victory has far-reaching consequences, affecting global politics, economics, and
society. This alternate outcome leads to a drastically different 20th century, with the Confederate States and

the United States existing in a tense and often hostile relationship.
Key Themes
The novel touches on several significant themes:

- National Identity: The book explores how national identity is shaped by historical events and cultural
differences. The Confederacy's existence creates a distinct Southern identity that contrasts sharply with
Northern values.

- War and Conflict: Turtledove examines the role of war in shaping nations. The perpetual state of tension
between the Confederacy and the Union reflects how unresolved conflicts can lead to ongoing strife.

- Human Experience: Through character-driven narratives, Turtledove illustrates how ordinary people

navigate the complexities of life in a world marked by difference and division.
Main Characters

Turtledove employs a variety of characters to drive the narrative and represent different perspectives

within this alternate history.
Notable Characters

1. General Robert E. Lee: The iconic Confederate general, portrayed here as a national hero who played a
crucial role in establishing the Confederacy's independence.
2. Ulysses S. Grant: The former Union general who, in this timeline, faces the challenges of a nation still

grappling with the consequences of the Civil War.



3. Abraham Lincoln: The President of the United States, whose leadership and decisions are pivotal in
shaping the Union's responses to the Confederacy.
4. Southern and Northern Citizens: Turtledove includes a diverse cast of everyday individuals, reflecting

the broader societal impacts of this alternate historical reality.

Plot Summary

The Setting

The novel is set in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, primarily focusing on the years following the
Confederate victory in the Civil War. The United States and the Confederacy are engaged in a cold war of

sorts, with skirmishes and political maneuvering defining their interactions.

Key Events

- Confederate Expansion: The Confederacy seeks to expand its territory, leading to conflicts with Native
American tribes and tensions with other nations.

- Political Intrigue: Turtledove showecases the political landscape, highlighting the ambitions of leaders in
both the North and the South.

- Social Changes: The novel addresses social issues, such as race relations and the status of African Americans

in both the Confederacy and the Union.

Climax and Resolution

The climax of "How Few Remain" revolves around a series of confrontations and decisions that will
determine the future of both nations. The resolution sets the stage for further exploration in subsequent

books of the "Timeline-191" series.

Reception and Impact

Critical Acclaim

Turtledove's work has received significant praise for its imaginative scope and detailed world-building.
Critics have lauded "How Few Remain" for its ability to raise thought-provoking questions about history
and the choices that shape it. The novel's intricate plot and diverse characters allow readers to engage with

the material on multiple levels.

Cultural Relevance

"How Few Remain" has become an important work within the alternate history genre, influencing other
authors and inspiring discussions about the nature of history itself. The book challenges readers to consider
how different historical outcomes could lead to vastly different societies, prompting reflections on

contemporary issues of identity, nationalism, and conflict.



The Broader Timeline-191 Series
Subsequent Installments

Following "How Few Remain," Turtledove continued to expand the Timeline-191 universe with several

sequels:

1. "The Great War" Series: This series delves into World War I in the alternate timeline, exploring how
the conflict unfolds differently due to the Confederacy's existence.
2. "The Settling Accounts” Series: Set during World War II, this series examines the repercussions of earlier

events and how they shape the course of global conflict.
Themes in the Series

The series as a whole maintains the themes established in "How Few Remain," including the exploration of

national identity, the consequences of war, and the complexities of human relationships in times of strife.
Conclusion

"How Few Remain" by Harry Turtledove is a seminal work of alternate history that captivates readers
with its rich narrative and profound themes. By reimagining the outcome of the American Civil War,
Turtledove invites us to reflect on the nature of history and the myriad ways in which our world could
have evolved. As the first entry in the Timeline-191 series, it lays the groundwork for exploring a world
filled with tension, conflict, and the enduring struggle for identity. Through its characters and events, the
novel challenges us to question our understanding of history and consider the far-reaching implications of

our collective choices.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of 'How Few Remain' by Harry Turtledove?

'How Few Remain' is an alternate history novel that explores a world where the Confederacy won the
American Civil War, leading to a divided nation and examining the implications of this divergence on the

characters' lives and the geopolitical landscape.

How does 'How Few Remain' depict international relations in an

alternate timeline?

The novel illustrates a complex web of international relations, showcasing how the existence of a
Confederate States of America affects global politics, particularly with powers like Great Britain and France,

and how it influences conflicts and alliances.



What themes are prevalent in 'How Few Remain'?

Key themes in 'How Few Remain' include the consequences of war, the nature of freedom, identity, and
the moral complexities of national unity versus division, as well as the impact of historical events on

personal lives.

How does Turtledove develop his characters in 'How Few Remain'?

Turtledove develops his characters through their personal struggles and interactions against the backdrop of
a divided America, allowing readers to see how individuals respond to the socio-political climate and their

own internal conflicts.

What historical events are explored in 'How Few Remain'?

The novel explores key historical events such as the aftermath of the Civil War, the rise of new political
factions, and the implications of a prolonged division between the North and South, including potential

future conflicts.

How does 'How Few Remain' fit into the larger context of Turtledove's

works?

'How Few Remain' is part of Turtledove's '‘Southern Victory' series, which presents a comprehensive
alternate history narrative, and it sets the stage for subsequent novels that further explore the consequences

of a Confederate victory in the Civil War.
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