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How does The Great Gatsby relate to current society? F. Scott Fitzgerald’s classic novel,
published in 1925, has long been regarded as a critical reflection of American society during the
Roaring Twenties. However, its themes of wealth, class disparity, the pursuit of the American Dream,
and the complexities of identity and desire remain strikingly relevant in contemporary society. This
article explores the parallels between the world depicted in The Great Gatsby and current societal
issues, illustrating how Fitzgerald's insights continue to resonate today.

The American Dream: Then and Now

One of the central themes of The Great Gatsby is the critique of the American Dream—the idea that
anyone, regardless of their background, can achieve success through hard work and determination. In
the novel, Jay Gatsby embodies this notion, having risen from humble beginnings to immense wealth.
However, Fitzgerald ultimately reveals the hollowness of this dream, as Gatsby's wealth does not lead
to fulfillment or acceptance.

Contemporary Reflections of the American Dream

In today’s society, the American Dream is still a prevalent aspiration, yet its attainability is questioned
by many. The economic landscape has shifted significantly since the 1920s, leading to several key
issues:

1. Wealth Inequality: The gap between the rich and the poor has widened dramatically. According to
reports from the U.S. Census Bureau, the top 1% of earners have amassed a share of wealth that is
higher than that of the bottom 90% combined. This mirrors the social stratification present in Gatsby’s
era, where wealth dictated social standing and personal relationships.

2. Student Debt: Many young people find themselves burdened by student loans, making the dream
of upward mobility increasingly difficult. This reflects Gatsby’s struggle against the limitations of his
background, where education and financial opportunities are not equally accessible.

3. Consumerism and Materialism: Just as Gatsby’s lavish parties were a means to gain acceptance
and admiration, today’s society often equates success with material possessions. Social media
amplifies this issue, as individuals curate images of their lives that highlight wealth and luxury,
sometimes leading to feelings of inadequacy among those who do not measure up.

The lllusion of Identity and Self-Making

Gatsby’s persona is built on illusion; he reinvents himself to escape his past and win Daisy
Buchanan’s love. This theme of identity is crucial in understanding both the novel and contemporary



society, where individuals often feel pressure to present curated versions of themselves.

Identity in the Age of Social Media

In the digital era, the construction of identity has taken on new dimensions, leading to several
phenomena:

- Curated Lives: Social media platforms allow individuals to showcase a version of themselves that
may not reflect reality. This parallels Gatsby’s self-created image, as people often highlight their
successes while concealing their struggles.

- Fear of Authenticity: Many individuals grapple with the fear of being their true selves in a world that
often rewards conformity and idealized images. This fear can lead to anxiety and a sense of isolation,
akin to the loneliness experienced by Gatsby despite his wealth and status.

- The Quest for Validation: Just as Gatsby seeks validation through wealth and social status,
individuals today often seek affirmation through likes, shares, and followers. This can lead to a cycle
of comparison and self-doubt, undermining true self-worth.

Love and Relationships: A Reflection of Society

The relationships in The Great Gatsby are fraught with complexity and often reflect the broader
societal issues of the time. Gatsby’s love for Daisy is idealized and ultimately unattainable,
embodying the theme of unrequited love that is influenced by social class and status.

Modern Relationships and Social Dynamics

Today, romantic relationships continue to be influenced by societal factors, including:

1. Class and Economic Status: Just as Gatsby’s wealth was a means to win Daisy’s affection,
contemporary relationships are often impacted by financial stability. Many people consider economic
factors when entering into partnerships, which can lead to complications and conflicts.

2. The Impact of Technology: Online dating has transformed how people form connections, often
leading to superficial interactions. The ease of finding potential partners can create a sense of
abundance, yet many individuals experience loneliness and dissatisfaction, reflecting Gatsby’s
isolation despite his social gatherings.

3. Changing Gender Roles: The dynamics of gender and power within relationships have evolved, yet
issues of inequality persist. The portrayal of Daisy Buchanan as both a victim and a manipulator of her
circumstances illustrates the complexities of female agency that continue to exist today.



The Role of Class and Status

Fitzgerald’s portrayal of the divide between East Egg (the aristocracy) and West Egg (new money)
emphasizes the entrenched class distinctions of the time. This division is not just geographical but
also social and cultural.

Class Divides in Contemporary Society

Modern society continues to grapple with class issues in various ways:

- Social Mobility: The notion that hard work can lead to success is challenged by systemic barriers that
hinder upward mobility. Many individuals find themselves trapped in cycles of poverty, echoing the
struggles of characters like Myrtle Wilson, who yearn for a better life but face insurmountable
obstacles.

- Cultural Capital: Class distinctions are often reinforced through cultural practices and consumption.
The elite have access to resources that perpetuate their status, from education to networking
opportunities, resembling the exclusivity of East EgQ's social circles.

- Social Commentary and Awareness: Recent movements advocating for social justice and equity
reflect a growing awareness of class disparities. Much like Gatsby’s yearning for acceptance, there is
a collective desire for inclusivity and recognition across socioeconomic lines.

Conclusion: Timeless Themes and Modern Implications

F. Scott Fitzgerald’'s The Great Gatsby offers profound insights into the complexities of human desire,
social stratification, and the often elusive nature of the American Dream. As current society grapples
with issues of wealth inequality, identity, and the dynamics of relationships, the themes present in
Gatsby’s world serve as a mirror reflecting our own struggles.

By examining the parallels between the novel and contemporary life, we can gain a deeper
understanding of the societal constructs that shape our experiences. Ultimately, The Great Gatsby
remains a timeless exploration of the human condition, urging us to reflect on our aspirations,
relationships, and the societal frameworks that influence them.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does the theme of wealth in 'The Great Gatsby' reflect
current societal issues?

The obsession with wealth in 'The Great Gatsby' mirrors today's society where materialism and
income inequality are prevalent. Just as Gatsby's lavish parties symbolize the excess and superficiality
of the Jazz Age, modern social media often showcases a curated lifestyle that prioritizes wealth and



status over genuine connections.

In what ways does the character of Jay Gatsby represent the
American Dream today?

Jay Gatsby embodies the pursuit of the American Dream, illustrating its complexities and failures.
Today, many still chase success and happiness through material means, yet often find themselves
unfulfilled, much like Gatsby, who realizes that wealth does not guarantee love or acceptance.

How do the social dynamics in ‘The Great Gatsby' relate to
contemporary issues of class and privilege?

The social stratification in 'The Great Gatsby' reflects ongoing issues of class and privilege in society.
The division between East Egg and West Egg symbolizes the longstanding barriers between old
money and new money, which resonates today as discussions about privilege, opportunity, and
systemic inequality continue to be relevant.

What parallels can be drawn between the characters'
relationships in ‘The Great Gatsby' and modern relationships?

The relationships in 'The Great Gatsby' are often fraught with deception and unrealistic expectations,
similar to many modern relationships influenced by social media and societal pressures. Just as
Gatsby's idealization of Daisy leads to heartbreak, today's relationships often struggle with
authenticity and genuine connection in a hyper-connected world.

How does the portrayal of ambition in ‘'The Great Gatsby'
compare to the ambitions of people today?

Ambition in 'The Great Gatsby' is depicted as a double-edged sword, driving characters to success but
also leading to their downfall. Similarly, while ambition is celebrated in today's society, it can also
lead to burnout and ethical dilemmas, highlighting the need for balance between personal goals and
moral integrity.

What does 'The Great Gatsby' teach us about identity and
self-perception in the modern world?

The struggle for identity and self-perception in 'The Great Gatsby' is relevant today as individuals
often grapple with societal expectations and personal aspirations. Gatsby's reinvention of himself
illustrates the lengths to which people go to create an image, a theme echoed in modern culture's
focus on branding and personal identity in the digital age.
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