
how did literature change during the
renaissance
how did literature change during the renaissance is a question that encapsulates a
transformative period in European history, marked by a revival of classical learning and an
emphasis on humanism. The Renaissance, spanning roughly from the 14th to the 17th
century, brought significant shifts in literature as writers began to explore new themes,
styles, and forms. This article delves into the profound changes in literature during this
era, examining the influence of humanism, the rise of vernacular languages, the
emergence of new genres, and the impact of technological advancements such as the
printing press. Ultimately, the Renaissance paved the way for modern literature, leaving a
legacy that continues to shape literary expression today.
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The Influence of Humanism

The Renaissance was deeply rooted in the principles of humanism, a cultural and
intellectual movement that emphasized the value of human beings, individualism, and the
study of classical texts. Humanists sought to rediscover and revive the literature of ancient
Greece and Rome, which they believed held the keys to understanding human nature and
society.

The Shift in Focus

Before the Renaissance, literature was predominantly religious in nature, focusing on
themes of faith, morality, and the divine. However, with the rise of humanism, writers



began to shift their focus to secular subjects, exploring human experiences, emotions, and
the complexities of individual life. This marked a significant departure from the medieval
literary tradition.


