HOW A BILL BECOMES A LAW ANSWER KEY

How A BiLL BEcoMes A LAW IS A VITAL PROCESS IN THE LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT.
UNDERSTANDING THIS PROCESS IS CRUCIAL FOR CITIZENS WHO WISH TO BE INFORMED ABOUT HOW POLICIES AND REGULATIONS
ARE CREATED AND IMPLEMENTED. THE JOURNEY OF A BILL FROM CONCEPTION TO LAW INVOLVES MULTIPLE STEPS, EACH WITH ITS
SIGNIFICANCE IN ENSURING THAT PROPOSED LEGISLATION IS THOROUGHLY EXAMINED AND DEBATED BEFORE BECOMING
ENFORCEABLE LAW. THIS ARTICLE WILL OUTLINE THE STEPS INVOLVED IN THIS INTRICATE PROCESS, HIGHLIGHTING THE ROLES OF
VARIOUS GOVERNMENTAL BODIES AND THE IMPORTANCE OF CIVIC ENGAGEMENT.

THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS OVERVIEW

THE PROCESS OF HOW A BILL BECOMES A LAW CAN BE BROKEN DOWN INTO SEVERAL KEY STAGES. EACH STAGE REPRESENTS A
CHECKPOINT WHERE THE BILL IS EXAMINED, DEBATED, AND EITHER ADVANCED OR HALTED. THE PRIMARY BODIES INVOLVED IN THIS
PROCESS ARE THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, THE SENATE, AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

1. INTRODUCTION OF THE BILL

THE LEGISLATIVE JOURNEY BEGINS WITH THE INTRODUCTION OF A BILL. A BILL CAN BE PROPOSED BY ANY MEMBER OF CONGRESS/
WHICH INCLUDES BOTH THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE SENATE. THE INITIAL STAGES INCLUDE:

1. DRAFTING: A MEMBER DRAFTS THE BILL, OFTEN WITH THE HELP OF LEGAL EXPERTS OR LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANTS.

2. INTRODUCTION: THE BILL IS INTRODUCED IN EITHER THE HOUSE OR THE SENATE. IN THE HOUSE, IT IS GIVEN A NUMBER AND
REFERRED TO A COMMITTEE.

ONCE INTRODUCED, THE BILL IS ASSIGNED A TITLE, NUMBER, AND REFERRED TO THE APPROPRIATE COMMITTEE FOR EVALUATION.

2. CoMMITTEE ACTION

COMMITTEES PLAY A CRITICAL ROLE IN THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS. THEY EXAMINE THE BILL IN DETAIL, HOLD HEARINGS, AND
GATHER INFORMATION FROM EXPERTS AND STAKEHOLDERS. THE COMMITTEE'S ACTIONS CAN INCLUDE:

® HEARINGS: THE COMMITTEE MAY HOLD HEARINGS WHERE WITNESSES PROVIDE TESTIMONY REGARDING THE BILL.
® MARKUP: THE COMMITTEE REVIEWS THE BILL LINE BY LINE AND MAKES AMENDMENTS OR CHANGES AS NEEDED.

* VOTE: AFTER MARKUP, THE COMMITTEE VOTES ON WHETHER TO SEND THE BILL TO THE FLOOR FOR CONSIDERATION.

IF THE COMMITTEE APPROVES THE BILL, IT IS REPORTED OUT AND SCHEDULED FOR DEBATE ON THE FLOOR OF THE HOUSE OR
SENATE.

3. FLoor DEBATE AND VOTING

ONCE ON THE FLOOR, THE BILL IS DEBATED BY THE FULL CHAMBER. THIS STAGE INVOLVES:



1. DEBATE: MEMBERS DISCUSS THE BILL, EXPRESSING SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION. THEY MAY PROPOSE FURTHER AMENDMENTS.

2. VOTING: AFTER THE DEBATE, A VOTE IS TAKEN. IN THE HOUSE, THIS IS OFTEN DONE THROUGH A VOICE VOTE, BUT A
RECORDED VOTE CAN ALSO OCCUR IF REQUESTED. IN THE SENATE, VOTES CAN BE MORE FORMAL AND MAY INCLUDE ROLL~-
CALL VOTES.

A SIMPLE MAJORITY IS REQUIRED FOR THE BILL TO PASS IN THE RESPECTIVE CHAMBER.

4. THE OTHER CHAMBER

IF THE BILL PASSES IN ONE CHAMBER, IT IS SENT TO THE OTHER CHAMBER (HOUSE OR SENATE) FOR CONSIDERATION. THE
PROCESS IS SIMILAR TO THAT OF THE FIRST CHAMBER:

® INTRODUCTION: THE BILL IS INTRODUCED AND ASSIGNED TO A COMMITTEE.
o COMMITTEE ACTION: THE COMMITTEE REVIEWS THE BILL, HOLDS HEARINGS, AND VOTES.

® FLoOOR DeBATE AND VOTING: THE BILL IS DEBATED AND VOTED ON IN THE SECOND CHAMBER.

|F THE SECOND CHAMBER PASSES THE BILL WITHOUT CHANGES, IT PROCEEDS TO THE NEXT STEP. HO\X/EVERI IF AMENDMENTS ARE
MADE, THE BILL MUST RETURN TO THE ORIGINAL CHAMBER FOR CONCURRENCE.

5. ConrFereNce COMMITTEE

W/HEN BOTH CHAMBERS PASS DIFFERENT VERSIONS OF THE BILL, A CONFERENCE COMMITTEE IS FORMED. THis COMMITTEE,
COMPOSED OF MEMBERS FROM BOTH THE HOUSE AND SENATEI W ORKS TO RECONCILE THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE TWO
VERSIONS. THE PROCESS INCLUDES:

1. NEGOTIATION: MEMBERS NEGOTIATE CHANGES TO CREATE A UNIFIED BILL.

2. FINAL VOTE: THE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE PRESENTS THE REVISED BILL TO BOTH CHAMBERS FOR A FINAL VOTE.

IF BOTH CHAMBERS APPROVE THE CONFERENCE REPORT, THE BILL MOVES FORWARD TO THE PRESIDENT.

6. PRESIDENTIAL ACTION

THE PRESIDENT PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS, WITH SEVERAL OPTIONS AVAILABLE WHEN THE BILL
REACHES THEIR DESK:
® SIGN THE BILL: IF THE PRESIDENT AGREES WITH THE BILL, THEY CAN SIGN IT INTO LAW.

* VETO: IF THE PRESIDENT DISAPPROVES, THEY CAN VETO THE BILL, SENDING IT BACK TO CONGRESS WITH REASONS FOR
THE VETO.



e NoT ACT: IF THE PRESIDENT DOES NOT SIGN OR VETO THE BILL WITHIN TEN DAYS WHILE CONGRESS IS IN SESSION, IT
AUTOMATICALLY BECOMES LAW.

o PockeT VETO: IF CONGRESS ADJOURNS WITHIN TEN DAYS OF SENDING THE BILL AND THE PRESIDENT DOES NOT SIGN IT,
THE BILL DOES NOT BECOME LAW.

7. OVERRIDING A VETO

IF THE PRESIDENT VETOES THE BILL, CONGRESS CAN STILL ENACT IT THROUGH AN OVERRIDE. THIS REQUIRES A TWO-THIRDS
MAJORITY VOTE IN BOTH THE HOUSE AND SENATE. IF SUCCESSFUL, THE BILL BECOMES LAW DESPITE THE PRESIDENT'S
OBJECTIONS.

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS

UNDERSTANDING HOW A BILL BECOMES A LAW IS ESSENTIAL FOR SEVERAL REASONS:

e Civic ENGAGEMENT: KNOWLEDGE OF THE PROCESS EMPOWERS CITIZENS TO ENGAGE WITH THEIR REPRESENTATIVES AND
ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THEY CARE ABOUT.

® TRANSPARENCY: A CLEAR LEGISLATIVE PROCESS ENSURES THAT THE CREATION OF LAWS IS TRANSPARENT AND
ACCOUNTABLE TO THE PUBLIC.

o CHECkS AND BALANCES: THE MULTI-STEP PROCESS PREVENTS HASTY OR POORLY CONSIDERED LEGISLATION FROM BEING
ENACTED WITHOUT THOROUGH SCRUTINY.

CoNcLUSION

IN CONCLUSION, THE JOURNEY OF HOW A BILL BECOMES A LAW IS AN INTRICATE PROCESS THAT INVOLVES MULTIPLE
STAKEHOLDERS AND STAGES OF REVIEW. FROM THE INITIAL INTRODUCTION TO THE FINAL DECISION BY THE PRESIDENT, EACH STEP
IS DESIGNED TO ENSURE THAT LEGISLATION IS CAREFULLY CONSIDERED AND REFLECTS THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE. BY
UNDERSTANDING THIS PROCESS, CITIZENS CAN BETTER PARTICIPATE IN THEIR DEMOCRACY, ADVOCATING FOR CHANGE AND
HOLDING THEIR REPRESENTATIVES ACCOUNTABLE. W/HETHER THROUGH CONTACTING ELECTED OFFICIALS, PARTICIPATING IN
DISCUSSIONS, OR VOTING, INFORMED CITIZENS PLAY A VITAL ROLE IN SHAPING THE LAWS THAT GOVERN THEIR LIVES.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE FIRST STEP IN THE PROCESS OF HOW A BILL BECOMES A LAW?

THE FIRST STEP IS THE INTRODUCTION OF THE BILL, WHICH CAN BE DONE BY A MEMBER OF CONGRESS IN EITHER THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES OR THE SENATE.

\WHAT HAPPENS AFTER A BILL IS INTRODUCED IN CONGRESS?

AFTER A BILL IS INTRODUCED, IT IS ASSIGNED TO A COMMITTEE THAT WILL REVIEW, AMEND, AND DEBATE THE BILL BEFORE



DECIDING WHETHER TO SEND IT TO THE FLOOR FOR A VOTE.

How DOES A BILL GET PASSED IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES?

IN THE HOUSE, A BILL MUST BE DEBATED AND VOTED ON BY A MAJORITY OF MEMBERS. |F IT PASSES, IT THEN MOVES TO THE
SENATE FOR CONSIDERATION.

\WHAT IS THE ROLE OF THE PRESIDENT IN THE BILL-MAKING PROCESS?

ONCE BOTH THE HOUSE AND SENATE HAVE APPROVED A BILL, IT IS SENT TO THE PRESIDENT, WHO CAN SIGN IT INTO LAW, VETO
IT, OR TAKE NO ACTION (\X/HICH CAN RESULT IN A LAW IF CONGRESS IS IN SESSION).

\X/HAT HAPPENS IF THE PRESIDENT VETOES A BILL?

IF THE PRESIDENT VETOES A BILL, CONGRESS CAN OVERRIDE THE VETO WITH A TWO-THIRDS MAJORITY VOTE IN BOTH
CHAMBERS, ALLOWING THE BILL TO BECOME LAW DESPITE THE PRESIDENT’S DISAPPROVAL.
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