
how 2 draw animals step by step
How to Draw Animals Step by Step is a rewarding and engaging activity that can bring out
your creativity and improve your artistic skills. Whether you're a beginner or an
experienced artist looking to enhance your animal-drawing abilities, this comprehensive
guide will provide you with clear, step-by-step instructions to create a variety of animals.
In this article, we’ll explore different techniques, tips, and methods to help you draw
animals with confidence.

Understanding the Basics of Animal Drawing

Before diving into the specifics of drawing various animals, it's essential to grasp some
fundamental principles that apply to all forms of drawing, especially when it comes to
animals.

1. Observation

- Study Real Animals: Spend time observing animals in their natural habitat or through
pictures. Pay attention to their shapes, proportions, and movements.
- Understand Anatomy: Familiarize yourself with the basic anatomy of the animal you want
to draw. Knowing where the bones and muscles lie can help you create a more realistic
drawing.

2. Basic Shapes

- Use Simple Forms: Start with basic shapes like circles, ovals, rectangles, and triangles to
outline the animal’s structure. This method simplifies the drawing process.
- Combine Shapes: Merge these basic shapes to form a more complex form that resembles
the animal you are trying to draw.

3. Proportions and Measurements

- Observe Proportions: Each animal has a unique set of proportions. For instance, the head
of a cat is different from that of a horse.
- Use Guidelines: Draw light guidelines to maintain the correct proportions while
sketching. These can be erased later.

Step-by-Step Drawing Techniques for Different



Animals

Now that you understand the basics, let’s explore how to draw specific animals step by
step.

1. Drawing a Cat

Materials Needed: Pencil, eraser, paper, and optional colored pencils or markers.

Step-by-Step Instructions:

1. Basic Shapes: Start with a circle for the head and an oval for the body.
2. Guidelines: Add guidelines to the face by drawing a cross in the head circle to
determine where the eyes and nose will go.
3. Ears and Legs: Draw two triangle shapes on top of the head for ears and rectangles for
the legs.
4. Features: Sketch in the eyes, nose, and mouth. Add whiskers and details in the ears.
5. Tail: Draw a long, curvy shape for the tail.
6. Refine and Detail: Go over your lines, adding fur texture and other details.
7. Coloring: If desired, color your cat using reference images for accurate coloring.

2. Drawing a Dog

Materials Needed: Pencil, eraser, paper, and optional colored pencils or markers.

Step-by-Step Instructions:

1. Basic Shapes: Draw a circle for the head and an oval for the body, slightly overlapping.
2. Guidelines: Add a vertical line for the snout and horizontal lines for the eyes.
3. Ears and Legs: For floppy ears, use a curved shape on either side of the head. Draw
rectangles for the legs.
4. Facial Features: Add the eyes, nose, and mouth. Dogs often have unique expressions, so
take your time here.
5. Tail: Draw a wagging tail using a curved line.
6. Refine and Detail: Add fur texture, spots, or patterns as needed.
7. Coloring: Use colors that match your reference or create your own unique dog.

3. Drawing a Horse

Materials Needed: Pencil, eraser, paper, and optional colored pencils or markers.

Step-by-Step Instructions:

1. Basic Shapes: Begin with a large oval for the body and a smaller circle for the head.



2. Guidelines: Sketch a line from the head to the body to represent the neck.
3. Legs and Tail: Draw long rectangles for the legs and a flowing tail using curved lines.
4. Facial Features: Create the eyes, nostrils, and mouth, paying attention to the horse's
unique features.
5. Ears and Mane: Add the ears on top of the head and sketch the mane flowing along the
neck.
6. Refine and Detail: Add muscle definition and fur texture to make your horse more
realistic.
7. Coloring: Horses come in various colors. Choose your palette based on your reference
or imagination.

Enhancing Your Animal Drawings

Once you have mastered the basic techniques, you can enhance your animal drawings
further.

1. Adding Textures

- Fur and Feathers: Use short, quick strokes for fur and longer, flowing lines for feathers.
Observe real animals to understand how their textures appear.
- Skin Details: For reptiles or amphibians, study their scales or skin patterns and replicate
them in your drawing.

2. Incorporating Backgrounds

- Simple Backgrounds: Add elements like grass, trees, or water to create a context for your
animal.
- Complex Scenes: For advanced artists, consider drawing the animal interacting with its
environment, such as a cat stalking a mouse or a horse galloping in a field.

3. Experimenting with Styles

- Cartooning: Simplify shapes and exaggerate features to create cartoon animals.
- Realism: Focus on details and proportions to produce lifelike representations of animals.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

As with any skill, drawing animals comes with its challenges. Here are some common
mistakes and tips on how to avoid them:



1. Ignoring Proportions

- Tip: Always measure and compare sizes using basic shapes. Don’t rush this step; it can
save you time in the long run.

2. Lack of Detail

- Tip: Take time to observe and replicate the unique characteristics of each animal. Details
can set your drawing apart.

3. Overworking the Drawing

- Tip: Know when to stop. Sometimes less is more. Ensure the drawing feels complete
without excessive detailing.

Final Thoughts

How to draw animals step by step is a journey filled with creativity and practice. By
understanding the basics, following step-by-step instructions, and continually
experimenting with styles and techniques, you can develop your animal-drawing skills.
Remember that practice is key, so keep sketching! Enjoy the process and don’t hesitate to
share your artwork with friends and family. With dedication, you’ll see significant
improvements in no time. Happy drawing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic shapes to start drawing animals?
Begin with simple shapes like circles, ovals, and rectangles to outline the animal's body,
head, and limbs. For example, use a circle for the head and ovals for the body and legs.

How can I draw a dog step by step?
Start with a circle for the head and an oval for the body. Add two triangles for ears, then
sketch the legs with rectangles. Finally, refine the shapes, add details like eyes and a tail,
and outline the drawing.

What techniques can help in drawing animal fur?
Use short, quick strokes to simulate fur texture. Vary the direction of your strokes to
follow the shape of the animal's body. Experiment with shading to add depth and realism.



How do I draw a cat's face step by step?
Start with a circle for the face and triangles for ears. Draw guidelines for the eyes and
nose, then outline the features. Add details like whiskers and fur, then refine your lines.

What's the best way to draw animal proportions
correctly?
Use reference images and break the animal down into sections. Measure the lengths of
parts relative to each other, and use guidelines to maintain correct proportions throughout
the drawing.

How can I add expression to an animal drawing?
Focus on the eyes, mouth, and ears. Slight changes in these features can convey different
emotions. For example, wide eyes and perked ears show excitement, while narrowed eyes
and a relaxed mouth can indicate calmness.

What tools are best for drawing animals?
Pencils for sketching, fine liners for outlining, and colored pencils or markers for adding
color are great tools. You can also use an eraser for corrections and blending tools for
shading.

How can I draw realistic animal eyes?
Start with the basic shape, then add details like the iris and pupil. Use highlights to give
the eyes a lifelike quality. Pay attention to reflections and the surrounding fur or skin.

What are some common mistakes when drawing
animals?
Common mistakes include incorrect proportions, lack of detail in features, and stiff poses.
Always refer to references, practice dynamic poses, and focus on adding texture and
expression.
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