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Hotel Rwanda Viewing Guide Answers: A Comprehensive Exploration

hotel rwanda viewing guide answers are crucial for students and educators seeking a deeper
understanding of the film's historical context, ethical dilemmas, and cinematic impact. This
comprehensive guide delves into the multifaceted aspects of Hotel Rwanda, providing insightful
answers to common questions that arise during viewing and analysis. We will explore the historical
accuracy of the film, the pivotal role of Paul Rusesabagina, the ethical considerations presented, and
the film's powerful portrayal of the Rwandan genocide. Understanding these elements is essential for
appreciating the gravity of the events depicted and the film's enduring legacy. This article serves as a
definitive resource for anyone wanting to engage critically with Hotel Rwanda.

Table of Contents

Understanding the Historical Context of Hotel Rwanda

Key Characters and Their Roles in the Genocide

Ethical Dilemmas and Moral Choices in the Film

Cinematic Techniques and Their Impact

The Legacy and Reception of Hotel Rwanda

Frequently Asked Questions About Hotel Rwanda Viewing Guide Answers

Understanding the Historical Context of Hotel Rwanda

The historical backdrop of Hotel Rwanda is paramount to grasping the film's narrative and its
significance. The movie is set against the brutal reality of the Rwandan genocide in 1994, a period of
intense ethnic conflict that resulted in the systematic slaughter of an estimated 800,000 people,
primarily Tutsis, by Hutu extremists. Understanding the deep-seated tensions between the Hutu and
Tutsi ethnic groups, exacerbated by colonial policies and political manipulation, is essential. The film
offers a window into how ordinary citizens were caught in the crossfire of a meticulously planned
extermination campaign.

The Rwandan Genocide: A Brief Overview

The Rwandan genocide was a horrific event that unfolded over approximately 100 days. Hutu militias,
known as the Interahamwe, along with the Rwandan Armed Forces, carried out widespread killings.
The trigger for the genocide was the assassination of President Juvénal Habyarimana, a Hutu, whose
plane was shot down. However, the groundwork for this violence had been laid for years, with
propaganda inciting hatred and dehumanizing the Tutsi population. The international community's
failure to intervene effectively remains a significant and tragic aspect of this period.

The Role of Colonialism and Ethnic Division

Colonial powers, particularly Belgium, played a significant role in solidifying ethnic divisions in



Rwanda. They introduced ethnic identity cards and favored one group over another, deepening
existing societal rifts. This historical manipulation created a fertile ground for the extremist ideologies
that eventually led to the genocide. The film implicitly touches upon this legacy by showing how
ethnic identity became a death sentence, a stark reminder of how manufactured divisions can lead to
unimaginable atrocities.

Key Characters and Their Roles in the Genocide

The characters in Hotel Rwanda serve as powerful representations of different facets of the genocide
and the struggle for survival. Their actions, motivations, and decisions highlight the complex human
drama unfolding amidst the chaos. Examining these individuals allows for a deeper appreciation of
the film's message and the historical events it portrays.

Paul Rusesabagina: The Courageous Hotel Manager

Paul Rusesabagina, the film's protagonist, is a Hutu Rwandan who manages the Mille Collines hotel in
Kigali. He uses his position, connections, and wit to shelter over 1,200 Tutsi refugees and moderate
Hutus from the Interahamwe militia. His actions, driven by a deep sense of humanity and
responsibility, saved countless lives. The film portrays his bravery not as that of a soldier, but as that
of an ordinary man pushed to extraordinary lengths by circumstance and conscience.

Tatiana Rusesabagina: A Symbol of Resilience

Paul's Tutsi wife, Tatiana, embodies the resilience and vulnerability of those directly targeted by the
genocide. Her strength in the face of immense personal danger, as well as her unwavering support for
her husband, underscores the human cost of the conflict. Her experiences highlight the terror faced
by Tutsi families and the constant fear of discovery and death.

The Interahamwe Militia: Instruments of Terror

The Interahamwe militia represents the brutal face of the genocide. Portrayed as ruthless and
indoctrinated, they are the primary agents of violence in the film. Their systematic cruelty and the
ease with which they commit atrocities serve as a chilling reminder of the dehumanization required
for such widespread killing to occur. The film uses their presence to build tension and underscore the
immediate threat faced by the refugees.

Ethical Dilemmas and Moral Choices in the Film

Hotel Rwanda is replete with profound ethical dilemmas that challenge viewers to consider the
difficult choices individuals faced during the genocide. The film forces us to confront questions of
morality, complicity, and the very definition of humanity when faced with unspeakable evil. These



dilemmas are central to the film's power and its enduring impact.

The Value of a Life

One of the most pressing ethical questions raised is the intrinsic value of a life. Paul Rusesabagina
repeatedly bribes and negotiates with genocidaires, effectively placing a monetary value on the lives
he is trying to save. This pragmatic approach, while morally ambiguous, becomes a necessary evil in
the context of the genocide, highlighting the desperate measures taken to preserve human life when
official systems have collapsed.

Complicity and Bystander Effect

The film also explores the concept of complicity and the bystander effect. Many Hutu characters, like
the radio broadcaster, actively participate in inciting violence. Others, like some of the hotel staff who
are fearful for their own lives, are passive observers or forced into inaction. The film prompts
reflection on the responsibility of individuals to act, even at great personal risk, when witnessing such
atrocities.

The Role of International Intervention (or Lack Thereof)

The absence of meaningful international intervention is a stark ethical failing portrayed in the film.
The UN peacekeepers are depicted as largely powerless, bound by restrictive mandates that prevent
them from intervening to stop the killings. This highlights the moral responsibility of global powers
and the devastating consequences of inaction in the face of genocide.

Cinematic Techniques and Their Impact

The filmmakers employed various cinematic techniques to enhance the emotional impact and
historical resonance of Hotel Rwanda. These techniques work in concert to immerse the audience in
the harrowing experience of the Rwandan genocide, making the film a powerful educational and
emotional tool.

Use of Cinematography and Lighting

The cinematography in Hotel Rwanda often shifts between claustrophobic close-ups, capturing the
fear and desperation of the refugees, and wider shots that emphasize the scale of the violence and
the encroaching danger. The lighting plays a crucial role, with scenes often bathed in harsh,
unforgiving light during moments of terror, and warmer, more intimate lighting when portraying acts
of kindness or moments of respite.



Sound Design and Music

The sound design is critical in conveying the terror of the genocide. The chilling sounds of gunfire,
screams, and the guttural pronouncements of hate speech on the radio create a visceral sense of
horror. The musical score, often somber and poignant, underscores the tragedy and the moments of
hope, amplifying the emotional arc of the narrative.

Pacing and Narrative Structure

The film's pacing is deliberate, building tension as the situation deteriorates. The narrative structure,
focusing on Paul's perspective, allows the audience to experience the events through his eyes,
making his efforts to save lives all the more compelling. The juxtaposition of acts of extreme violence
with moments of quiet humanity creates a powerful and unforgettable viewing experience.

The Legacy and Reception of Hotel Rwanda

Hotel Rwanda garnered significant critical acclaim and public attention upon its release, solidifying its
place as an important film about genocide. Its impact extends beyond entertainment, serving as a
vital educational tool and a catalyst for discussion about historical events and human rights.

Critical Acclaim and Awards

The film received numerous awards and nominations, including two Academy Award nominations for
Best Actor (Don Cheadle) and Best Original Screenplay. Critics lauded its powerful storytelling, strong
performances, and its sensitive handling of a difficult subject matter. The film's success brought
international attention to the Rwandan genocide, which had been largely overlooked by the global
media.

Educational Impact and Awareness

Hotel Rwanda has become a staple in educational curricula worldwide, used to teach students about
the history of the Rwandan genocide, the importance of human rights, and the consequences of
ethnic hatred. It serves as a poignant reminder of the past and a call to action against future
atrocities, fostering empathy and critical thinking among viewers. The film's accessible narrative
makes complex historical events understandable and relatable for a broad audience.

Controversies and Criticisms

While widely praised, the film has also faced criticism, primarily regarding its focus on Paul
Rusesabagina's heroism and its perceived downplaying of the roles of others, including UN soldiers



and ordinary Rwandans, in resisting the genocide. Some historians and survivors have argued that
the film oversimplifies the complex political and social dynamics of the genocide and the subsequent
peace process. Nonetheless, its overall message of hope and resilience remains powerful.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary historical event depicted in Hotel
Rwanda?

A: The primary historical event depicted in Hotel Rwanda is the Rwandan genocide, which took place
in 1994. This horrific period saw the systematic extermination of an estimated 800,000 people,
predominantly Tutsis, by Hutu extremist militias.

Q: Who is Paul Rusesabagina and what was his role in the
film?

A: Paul Rusesabagina, portrayed as the protagonist in Hotel Rwanda, was the general manager of the
Hotel des Mille Collines in Kigali. During the genocide, he bravely sheltered over 1,200 Tutsi refugees
and moderate Hutus within the hotel, using his influence and resources to protect them from the
violence raging outside.

Q: Is Hotel Rwanda historically accurate, and to what extent?

A: Hotel Rwanda is based on real events and features real people, but it takes dramatic liberties for
narrative effect. While the core events and the character of Paul Rusesabagina are grounded in
reality, the film condenses timelines, simplifies complex political situations, and may alter certain
details for storytelling purposes. Historians generally agree it captures the spirit and horror of the
genocide, but it is not a documentary.

Q: What are some of the key ethical dilemmas presented in
Hotel Rwanda?

A: Key ethical dilemmas include the moral implications of bribing genocidaires to save lives, the
question of individual responsibility versus the bystander effect, the stark failure of international
intervention, and the difficult choices individuals had to make when their own lives were in danger.

Q: How did the film contribute to international awareness of
the Rwandan genocide?

A: Hotel Rwanda significantly raised international awareness of the Rwandan genocide by bringing
this largely overlooked historical tragedy to a global audience through its powerful storytelling and
critical acclaim. It spurred discussions and an increased understanding of the events and their
devastating consequences.



Q: What is the significance of the Hotel des Mille Collines in
the film and in reality?

A: In both the film and reality, the Hotel des Mille Collines served as a vital sanctuary for hundreds of
people fleeing the violence of the genocide. Its management under Paul Rusesabagina became a
symbol of hope and a refuge amidst unimaginable terror.

Q: What lessons can be learned from watching Hotel Rwanda?

A: Viewers can learn profound lessons about the dangers of ethnic hatred and propaganda, the
importance of courage and compassion in the face of adversity, the critical need for international
action against genocide, and the resilience of the human spirit.

Q: Were there any controversies surrounding the release or
reception of Hotel Rwanda?

A: Yes, some controversies arose, with certain critics and survivors arguing that the film
overemphasized Paul Rusesabagina's role and potentially downplayed the contributions of others.
There were also debates about the film's portrayal of certain historical nuances and its focus on
individual heroism over broader systemic issues.
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