
hotel rwanda questions answer key
hotel rwanda questions answer key serves as a crucial resource for understanding the profound
historical events depicted in the film "Hotel Rwanda." This comprehensive guide delves into the
critical questions that arise from the movie, offering detailed answers and context. We will explore the
historical accuracy, the real-life individuals portrayed, the logistical challenges faced during the
Rwandan genocide, and the film's impact on global awareness. This article aims to provide a thorough
understanding of the events and characters, addressing common queries and offering insightful
perspectives on this pivotal period in history.
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Understanding the Historical Context of Hotel Rwanda
The film "Hotel Rwanda" is set against the backdrop of the Rwandan genocide, a horrific period of
mass slaughter that took place in Rwanda in 1994. This brutal conflict, primarily between the Hutu
and Tutsi ethnic groups, resulted in the deaths of an estimated 800,000 to 1 million people within a
span of approximately 100 days. The genocide was meticulously planned and executed by extremist
elements within the Hutu government and military, targeting the Tutsi minority and moderate Hutus
who opposed the violence.

The roots of the conflict are complex and stretch back to Belgian colonial rule, which exacerbated
ethnic divisions by favoring the Tutsi minority. After independence, power shifted to the Hutu
majority, leading to a cycle of discrimination and retaliatory violence. The assassination of Rwandan
President Juvénal Habyarimana in April 1994 served as the immediate trigger for the genocide,
igniting widespread killings organized by militias such as the Interahamwe.

Key Figures and Their Real-Life Counterparts
The film "Hotel Rwanda" centers on the extraordinary actions of Paul Rusesabagina, the hotel
manager who sheltered over a thousand refugees at the Hôtel des Mille Collines. Rusesabagina, a
Hutu married to a Tutsi woman, Tatjana, became a symbol of courage and resilience during the
genocide.

Paul Rusesabagina's Role and Actions
Paul Rusesabagina's heroism lies in his ability to leverage his connections and his position as a hotel
manager to protect lives. He used his diplomatic skills and bribes to appease Hutu military officers



and Interahamwe militias, ultimately saving the lives of everyone under his protection within the
hotel. His efforts were not driven by ethnic solidarity but by a profound humanitarian impulse to save
innocent lives from a brutal fate.

Tatjana Rusesabagina and the Tutsi Experience
Tatjana Rusesabagina, Paul's wife, represents the Tutsi community directly targeted by the genocide.
Her presence in the film highlights the personal stakes of the conflict and the vulnerability of Tutsis,
including women and children, who were systematically hunted and murdered. Her survival, alongside
their children and many others, is a testament to Paul's bravery and resourcefulness.

General Roméo Dallaire and UNAMIR
General Roméo Dallaire was the Force Commander of the United Nations Assistance Mission for
Rwanda (UNAMIR). The film depicts his frustration and helplessness as the UN Security Council
refused to grant him the mandate or resources to intervene effectively and prevent the genocide.
Dallaire famously sent desperate cables to UN headquarters detailing the impending massacre, but
his pleas largely went unheeded, a stark indictment of international inaction.

The Hutu Extremists
The film also portrays the menacing presence of Hutu extremists, including elements of the Rwandan
Armed Forces and the Interahamwe militia. These figures embody the ideology and brutality of the
genocide, carrying out systematic killings and intimidation. While specific individuals are dramatized,
their actions represent the broader machinery of death that characterized the genocide.

The Mechanics of Genocide and Hotel Rwanda's Role
The film "Hotel Rwanda" offers a stark and often harrowing depiction of how the genocide unfolded on
the ground. It illustrates the systematic nature of the killings, the use of propaganda, and the
pervasive fear that gripped the nation.

The Use of Propaganda and Incitement
Extremist Hutu media, particularly Radio Télévision Libre des Mille Collines (RTLM), played a
significant role in inciting hatred and coordinating killings. The film shows how this propaganda
machine dehumanized Tutsis, referring to them as "cockroaches" and urging Hutus to exterminate
them. This constant barrage of hate speech created a climate of terror and normalized violence.

The Role of the Interahamwe Militia
The Interahamwe, a Hutu paramilitary group, were the primary perpetrators of the genocide. Armed
with machetes, clubs, and firearms, they moved from village to village, slaughtering Tutsis with brutal



efficiency. The film portrays their violence and the fear they instilled, highlighting the direct human
cost of the genocide.

The Hôtel des Mille Collines as a Sanctuary
The Hôtel des Mille Collines, managed by Paul Rusesabagina, became an unlikely sanctuary for over
1,200 people. The hotel's central location and Rusesabagina's strategic use of communication and
negotiation allowed him to keep the militia at bay and protect those seeking refuge. The film vividly
portrays the tense days and nights spent within the hotel, as occupants feared discovery and death.

International Inaction and UNAMIR's Limitations
A critical aspect of the film is its portrayal of the international community's failure to intervene.
UNAMIR, a peacekeeping force, was present in Rwanda but lacked the mandate and the will from the
UN Security Council to stop the genocide. The film highlights the tragic consequences of this inaction,
showing the UN peacekeepers observing the atrocities without the authority to act decisively.

Controversies and Criticisms of "Hotel Rwanda"
While "Hotel Rwanda" is widely praised for bringing attention to the genocide, it has also faced
criticism regarding historical accuracy and the portrayal of certain events and individuals.

The "One Man Hero" Narrative
One of the main criticisms leveled against the film is that it might overemphasize the role of Paul
Rusesabagina as the sole hero, potentially downplaying the collective efforts of other individuals and
organizations that worked to save lives during the genocide. Critics argue that the film simplifies a
complex historical event into a more accessible, albeit dramatic, narrative.

Accuracy of Specific Scenes
Some historians and survivors have questioned the accuracy of certain dramatic liberties taken by the
filmmakers. For instance, the depiction of a direct confrontation between Rusesabagina and General
Dallaire in the film, where Rusesabagina allegedly threatened to spill the bodies of dead Tutsis into
the hotel pool, has been disputed by Dallaire himself as an invention for dramatic effect.

Underplaying the Role of the RPF
Another point of contention is the film's perceived underemphasis on the role of the Rwandan
Patriotic Front (RPF) in eventually ending the genocide. The RPF's military offensive played a crucial
role in defeating the genocidal regime and halting the killings. Some critics feel the film focuses too
narrowly on the events at the hotel without fully contextualizing the RPF's contribution.



The Legacy and Impact of "Hotel Rwanda"
"Hotel Rwanda" has had a profound impact on global awareness of the Rwandan genocide. It served
as a critical educational tool, bringing the horrors of the event to a wider audience that might have
been unaware or indifferent.

Raising Global Consciousness
The film's widespread release and critical acclaim helped to shed light on a genocide that had largely
been ignored by the international community at the time. It sparked conversations, inspired further
research, and contributed to a greater understanding of the complexities and tragedies of the
Rwandan genocide.

Inspiring Humanitarian Action
By showcasing the power of individual courage and resilience in the face of unimaginable adversity,
"Hotel Rwanda" has inspired many to engage in humanitarian efforts. The story of Paul
Rusesabagina's bravery has become a symbol of hope and a reminder that even in the darkest of
times, individuals can make a significant difference.

Memorialization and Remembrance
The film plays a vital role in the ongoing process of memorialization and remembrance for the victims
of the Rwandan genocide. It provides a visual and emotional entry point for people to learn about the
history, fostering empathy and a commitment to ensuring that such atrocities are never repeated.

The questions surrounding "Hotel Rwanda" are multifaceted, touching on history, ethics, and
filmmaking. Understanding the historical context, the real individuals involved, and the film's
subsequent impact is essential for a complete appreciation of its significance. The film, while a
dramatization, serves as a powerful reminder of the human capacity for both extreme cruelty and
extraordinary compassion.

The narrative of "Hotel Rwanda" continues to prompt discussions about the responsibility of
governments, international organizations, and individuals in preventing mass atrocities. Examining
the film through the lens of its historical backdrop and the questions it raises allows for a deeper
understanding of the Rwandan genocide and its enduring lessons.

The enduring relevance of "Hotel Rwanda" lies in its ability to humanize a horrific historical event. By
focusing on the personal stories of survival and sacrifice, the film makes the abstract concept of
genocide tangible and deeply affecting. The hotel rwanda questions answer key provided here aims to
illuminate these aspects and provide a solid foundation for further exploration and understanding.

The film's success in bringing the Rwandan genocide to global attention cannot be understated. It
acted as a catalyst for dialogue and reflection, encouraging a critical examination of why the world
stood by and allowed such devastation to unfold. This examination continues, fueled by the powerful



narrative presented in "Hotel Rwanda."

In conclusion, the "hotel rwanda questions answer key" is not just about a movie; it is about
confronting a dark chapter in human history and drawing crucial lessons from it. The bravery of
individuals like Paul Rusesabagina, contrasted with the failures of global leadership, offers a complex
but vital perspective on the nature of conflict and the importance of human dignity.

FAQ

Q: Was Paul Rusesabagina really a hero who saved over a
thousand lives?
A: Yes, Paul Rusesabagina, the manager of the Hôtel des Mille Collines, is widely credited with saving
the lives of over 1,200 Tutsi and moderate Hutu refugees during the Rwandan genocide. He used his
influence, connections, and financial resources to protect them within the hotel.

Q: How accurate is the movie "Hotel Rwanda" to the actual
events?
A: "Hotel Rwanda" is a dramatized historical film, meaning it takes creative liberties for narrative
effect. While the core events and Paul Rusesabagina's actions are based on reality, some scenes and
character interactions have been embellished or altered for dramatic purposes. Historians generally
agree that the film captures the spirit and horror of the genocide but is not a perfectly factual
documentary.

Q: What was the primary cause of the Rwandan genocide?
A: The Rwandan genocide was a complex event with deep historical roots, but the immediate trigger
was the assassination of President Juvénal Habyarimana in April 1994. This event was exploited by
Hutu extremist factions to launch a pre-planned campaign of extermination against the Tutsi minority
and moderate Hutus. Underlying causes included long-standing ethnic tensions exacerbated by
colonial policies and political power struggles.

Q: What role did the United Nations play during the genocide?
A: The United Nations Assistance Mission for Rwanda (UNAMIR), led by General Roméo Dallaire, was
present in Rwanda during the genocide. However, UNAMIR was severely understaffed, under-
equipped, and lacked the mandate to intervene and prevent the killings. The UN Security Council's
refusal to authorize stronger action is widely seen as a significant failure of the international
community.

Q: Who were the Interahamwe?
A: The Interahamwe were a Hutu paramilitary organization that played a central role in carrying out
the Rwandan genocide. They were responsible for the vast majority of killings, often using machetes



and other brutal weapons to murder Tutsis and moderate Hutus.

Q: Did Paul Rusesabagina face any repercussions after the
genocide?
A: Yes, Paul Rusesabagina has faced significant legal and political challenges since the genocide. In
2020, he was arrested in Rwanda and subsequently convicted of terrorism-related charges, which he
and his supporters maintain are politically motivated.

Q: What is the Hôtel des Mille Collines now?
A: The Hôtel des Mille Collines in Kigali, Rwanda, still operates as a hotel. It has been re-branded and
is no longer directly associated with its past as a refuge during the genocide. However, it remains a
site of historical significance.

Q: How did "Hotel Rwanda" contribute to understanding the
genocide?
A: "Hotel Rwanda" significantly raised global awareness about the Rwandan genocide, bringing the
horrific events to a wide international audience. It humanized the tragedy by focusing on individual
stories of survival and courage, prompting discussions and inspiring further research and
humanitarian action.
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