HOTEL CORONADO SAN DIEGO HISTORY

THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO/ SAN DIEGO HISTORY IS A CAPTIVATING NARRATIVE INTERWOVEN WITH THE VERY FABRIC OF
SoUTHERN CALIFORNIA’S DEVELOPMENT. THIS ICONIC BEACHFRONT LANDMARK, OFFICIALLY KNOWN AS HoTEL DEL CORONADO,
OFFERS MORE THAN JUST LUXURIOUS ACCOMMODATIONS;, IT'S A LIVING TESTAMENT TO ARCHITECTURAL INNOVATION,
CELEBRITY ALLURE, AND PIVOTAL MOMENTS IN AMERICAN HISTORY. FROM ITS GRAND OPENING IN 1888 TO ITS STATUS AS A
NATIONAL HisTORIC LANDMARK, THE STORY OF THIS MAGNIFICENT HOTEL REFLECTS THE EVOLUTION OF HOSPITALITY AND THE
ENDURING CHARM OF THE CORONADO PENINSULA. THIS ARTICLE WILL DELVE DEEP INTO ITS FASCINATING PAST, EXPLORING ITS
ORIGINS, ARCHITECTURAL MARVELS, SIGNIFICANT EVENTS, AND ITS LASTING LEGACY AS A PREMIER DESTINATION IN SaN DieGo.

TaBLE oF CONTENTS

THE VISIONARIES AND THE GENESIS OF THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO
ARCHITECTURAL GRANDEUR: A VICTORIAN MASTERPIECE

A Hus oF HisTorY AND CELEBRITY: NOTABLE EVENTS AND GUESTS

THe HoTeL peL CoroNADO’S IMPACT oN CORONADO AND SAN DIEGO
PRESERVATION AND EvoLuTION: THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO TODAY
ENDURING LEGACY: THE HoTeL peL CoroNaDO’s PLACE IN PopuLArR CULTURE

THE VISIONARIES AND THE GENESIS OF THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO

THE GENESIS OF THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO IS A TALE OF AMBITIOUS VISIONARIES AND THE BURGEONING SPIRIT OF LATE 19TH-
CENTURY AMERICAN ENTREPRENEURSHIP. ELISHA BABCOCK JR., A RAILROAD MAGNATE, AND JOHN D. SPRECKELS, A SAN DIEGO
BUSINESSMAN AND PHILANTHROPIST, ARE CREDITED WITH SPEARHEADING THE PROJECT. THEIR DREAM WAS TO CREATE A RESORT
DESTINATION THAT WOULD RIVAL THE GRAND HOTELS OF EUROPE, ATTRACTING AFFLUENT TRAVELERS TO THE PRISTINE SHORES
ofF CORONADO |SLAND.

THE LAND ITSELF, THEN LARGELY UNDEVELOPED, PRESENTED A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY. BABCOCK AND SPRECKELS, ALONG WITH A
GROUP OF INVESTORS, FORMED THE CoroNADO BEACH COMPANY WITH THE EXPLICIT GOAL OF DEVELOPING THE ISLAND INTO A
PREMIER TOURIST ATTRACTION. THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE HOTEL WAS A MONUMENTAL UNDERTAKING, REQUIRING IMMENSE
CAPITAL AND METICULOUS PLANNING. THE SITE WAS CHOSEN FOR ITS STUNNING OCEAN VIEWS AND ITS ACCESSIBILITY,
PROMISING AN UNPARALLELED EXPERIENCE FOR ITS FUTURE GUESTS. THE SHEER SCALE OF THE ENDEAVOR SIGNALED A SIGNIFICANT
INVESTMENT IN THE FUTURE OF SAN DIEGO AND THE RESORT INDUSTRY.

THE ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN WAS ENTRUSTED TO THE RENOWNED SAN FRANCISCO FIRM OF REID BROTHERS. THEIR VISION WAS
TO CREATE A STRUCTURE THAT WAS NOT ONLY GRAND IN SCALE BUT ALSO AESTHETICALLY PLEASING AND FUNCTIONAL FOR A
HIGH-END RESORT. THE INNOVATIVE USE OF WOOD, PARTICULARLY REDWOOD, AND THE DISTINCT VICTORIAN STYLE WERE
CENTRAL TO THEIR DESIGN. THE EARLY DAYS WERE MARKED BY INTENSE CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY, WITH THE HOPE OF
COMPLETING THE HOTEL IN RECORD TIME TO CAPITALIZE ON THE GROWING TOURISM MARKET.

ARCHITECTURAL GRANDEUR: A VICTORIAN MASTERPIECE

THE HoTeL DL CORONADO STANDS AS A QUINTESSENTIAL EXAMPLE OF QUEEN ANNE VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURE, A STYLE
THAT WAS POPULAR DURING THE LATE 19TH CENTURY. ITS DESIGN IS A BREATHTAKING DISPLAY OF INTRICATE DETAILING,
PLAYFUL ASYMMETRY, AND A DISTINCTIVE USE OF MATERIALS. THE MOST STRIKING FEATURE IS ITS PROMINENT, TURRETED
SILHOUETTE, WHICH DOMINATES THE SKYLINE AND OFFERS PANORAMIC VIEWS OF THE PAcCIFIc OCEAN. THE ICONIC RED-SHINGLED
ROOF, STILL A DEFINING CHARACTERISTIC TODAY, WAS A DELIBERATE CHOICE THAT CONTRIBUTED TO THE HOTEL'S WARM AND
INVITING AESTHETIC.

THE HOTEL'S CONSTRUCTION WAS A MARVEL OF ENGINEERING FOR ITS TIME. [T WAS BUILT PRIMARILY OF WOOD, WITH
EXTENSIVE USE OF REDWOOD LUMBER, WHICH PROVIDED BOTH STRUCTURAL INTEGRITY AND A BEAUTIFUL NATURAL FINISH. THE
SPRAWLING LAYOUT ENCOMPASSES NUMEROUS WINGS, VERANDAS, AND BALCONIES, DESIGNED TO MAXIMIZE GUEST COMFORT



AND ENGAGEMENT WITH THE SURROUNDING LANDSCAPE. THE GRAND BALLROOM, WITH ITS SOARING CEILINGS AND INTRICATE
WOODWORK, WAS AND REMAINS A CENTERPIECE FOR ELEGANT GATHERINGS AND EVENTS.

KEY ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS THAT DEFINE THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO INCLUDE:

® THE DISTINCTIVE RED CONICAL ROOFS CROWNING ITS NUMEROUS TURRETS AND TOWERS.
o THE EXPANSIVE, WRAP~-AROUND VERANDAS, OFFERING SHADED SPACES FOR RELAXATION AND SOCIALIZING.

® THE USE OF DECORATIVE GABLES, BAY WINDOWS, AND ORNATE GINGERBREAD TRIM, TYPICAL OF VICTORIAN DESIGN.

THE CENTRAL COURTYARD, A SERENE OASIS THAT PROVIDES A COUNTERPOINT TO THE BUSTLING BEACHFRONT.

e THE MAJESTIC CROWN ROOM, FAMOUS FOR ITS HAND-PAINTED, UPSIDE-DOWN MAP OF THE UNITED STATES ON ITS
CEILING.

THE PRESERVATION OF THESE ARCHITECTURAL DETAILS HAS BEEN PARAMOUNT TO MAINTAINING THE HOTEL'S HISTORIC CHARM.
ONGOING RENOVATIONS AND RESTORATIONS ARE CAREFULLY UNDERTAKEN TO ENSURE THAT THE BUILDING REMAINS TRUE TO ITS
ORIGINAL SPLENDOR, WHILE INCORPORATING MODERN AMENITIES FOR CONTEMPORARY GUESTS. THE COMMITMENT TO PRESERVING
ITS ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE IS A CRUCIAL ASPECT OF THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO’S ENDURING APPEAL.

A Hue oF HisTorY AND CELEBRITY: NOTABLE EVENTS AND GUESTS

FroOM ITS INCEPTION, THE HoTeL DeL CORONADO WAS DESTINED TO BE A MAGNET FOR NOTABLE FIGURES AND SIGNIFICANT
EVENTS. ITS GRAND OPENING IN 1888 WAS A STAR-STUDDED AFFAIR, ATTRACTING PROMINENT INDIVIDUALS FROM ACROSS THE
NATION. THE HOTEL QUICKLY ESTABLISHED ITSELF AS A PLAYGROUND FOR THE RICH AND FAMOUS, A TRADITION THAT
CONTINUES TO THIS DAY. |TS LUXURIOUS AMENITIES, STUNNING LOCATION, AND DISCREET SERVICE MADE IT AN IDEAL RETREAT
FOR CELEBRITIES, POLITICIANS, AND ROYALTY.

ONE OF THE MOST ENDURING LEGENDS ASSOCIATED WITH THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO INVOLVES W ALLIS SIMPSON. T IS
FAMOUSLY BELIEVED THAT SHE MET AND FELL IN LOVE WITH KING EDWARD V|| WHILE STAYING AT THE HOTEL IN 19306. THIS
ALLEGED ROMANCE ULTIMATELY LED TO HIS ABDICATION OF THE BRITISH THRONE, A WORLD-ALTERING EVENT THAT HAS
FOREVER LINKED THE HOTEL TO THIS DRAMATIC CHAPTER OF HISTORY. W/HILE THE EXACT DETAILS OF THEIR MEETINGS ARE
DEBATED, THE STORY HAS BECOME AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE HOTEL'S LORE.

BeYoND ROYAL ROMANCES, THE HOTEL HAS HOSTED COUNTLESS OTHER LUMINARIES AND WITNESSED PIVOTAL MOMENTS:

e NuMEroUS U.S. PRESIDENTS HAVE GRACED ITS HALLS, INCLUDING BENJAMIN HARRISON, W iLLIAM MCKINLEY, \W 0oDROW
W/iLsoN, RICHARD NixoN, AND BiLL CLINTON.

e HoLLYwooD STARS LIKE CHARLIE CHAPLIN, CLARK GABLE, KATHARINE HEPBURN, AND MARILYN MONROE HAVE SOUGHT
ITS ELEGANT CONFINES. THE HOTEL SERVED AS A FILMING LOCATION FOR THE CLASSIC FILM “SoMe Like IT HoT,”
STARRING MONROE.

® |[MPORTANT POLITICAL AND BUSINESS CONFERENCES HAVE BEEN HELD HERE, UNDERSCORING ITS STATUS AS A PREMIER
VENUE FOR SIGNIFICANT GATHERINGS.

® THE HOTEL PLAYED A ROLE IN EARLY AVIATION HISTORY, WITH EARLY PIONEERS USING THE AREA FOR FLIGHT
EXPERIMENTS.

THE GUEST REGISTRY READS LIKE A WHO'S WHO OF THE PAST CENTURY, REFLECTING THE HOTEL'S CONSISTENT APPEAL AS A
DESTINATION FOR THOSE SEEKING EXCLUSIVITY, LUXURY, AND A TOUCH OF GLAMOUR. EACH VISIT BY A PROMINENT FIGURE ADDS
ANOTHER LAYER TO THE RICH TAPESTRY OF THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO’S STORIED PAST.



THe HoTeL peL CoroNADO’s IMPACT oN CorRONADO AND SAN DiIEGo

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO HAD A TRANSFORMATIVE EFFECT ON THE SMALL PENINSULA IT OCCUPIED
AND, BY EXTENSION, ON THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO. PRIOR TO THE HOTEL'S CONSTRUCTION, CORONADO WAS LARGELY AN
UNDEVELOPED EXPANSE OF LAND. THE AMBITIOUS VISION BEHIND THE HOTEL INCLUDED NOT JUST THE GRAND STRUCTURE BUT
ALSO THE INFRASTRUCTURE NECESSARY TO SUPPORT IT, WHICH SPURRED SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENT ON THE ISLAND.

THe CoroONADO BEACH COMPANY/ WHICH FINANCED THE HOTEL, ALSO INVESTED IN THE SURROUNDING AREA, LAYING OUT
STREETS, DEVELOPING RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS, AND EVEN CREATING A FERRY SERVICE TO CONNECT CORONADO TO
DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO. THIS DEVELOPMENT TRANSFORMED CORONADO FROM A QUIET, SPARSELY POPULATED AREA INTO A
DESIRABLE COMMUNITY AND A BURGEONING RESORT TOWN. THE HOTEL BECAME THE ANCHOR OF THIS NEW DEVELOPMENT,
ATTRACTING VISITORS WHO WOULD THEN EXPLORE OTHER ATTRACTIONS IN THE REGION.

THE HOTEL'S SUCCESS SERVED AS A POWERFUL CATALYST FOR SAN DIEGO’S TOURISM INDUSTRY. |T DEMONSTRATED THE
POTENTIAL FOR LARGE-SCALE, LUXURY TOURISM IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, ENCOURAGING FURTHER INVESTMENT IN
HOSPITALITY AND RELATED SERVICES. THE ICONIC STATUS OF THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO ALSO PUT SAN DIEGO ON THE MAP
AS A PREMIER TRAVEL DESTINATION, DRAWING NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ATTENTION. THE ECONOMIC BENEFITS EXTENDED
BEYOND DIRECT REVENUE FROM THE HOTEL, STIMULATING GROWTH IN TRANSPORTATION, RETAIL, AND OTHER LOCAL BUSINESSES.

FURTHERMORE, THE HOTEL BECAME A SYMBOL OF THE “CALIFORNIA DREAM,” EMBODYING THE ALLURE OF SUNSHINE, RELAXATION,
AND PROSPERITY THAT ATTRACTED PEOPLE TO THE WEST COAST. ITS ENDURING PRESENCE HAS HELPED TO SHAPE THE IDENTITY
oF CORONADO AND ITS REPUTATION AS AN UPSCALE AND PICTURESQUE LOCALE, CONTRIBUTING SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE
OVERALL APPEAL OF THE SAN DIEGO METROPOLITAN AREA AS A TRAVEL AND RESIDENTIAL CHOICE.

PRESERVATION AND EvoLUTION: THE HoTEL DEL CoroONADO TODAY

MAINTAINING THE HISTORICAL INTEGRITY OF A LANDMARK AS SIGNIFICANT AS THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO IS A CONTINUOUS AND
COMPLEX UNDERTAKING. OVER ITS LONG HISTORY, THE HOTEL HAS UNDERGONE NUMEROUS RENOVATIONS AND EXPANSIONS, EACH
CAREFULLY BALANCING THE NEED TO PRESERVE ITS ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE WITH THE IMPERATIVE TO OFFER MODERN AMENITIES
AND UPDATED FACILITIES TO CONTEMPORARY TRAVELERS.

THE CURRENT OWNERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT HAVE DEMONSTRATED A STRONG COMMITMENT TO PRESERVING THE HOTEL'S
NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK STATUS. THIS INVOLVES METICULOUS ATTENTION TO DETAIL IN RESTORATION PROJECTS,
ENSURING THAT ANY CHANGES OR ADDITIONS ARE IN KEEPING WITH THE ORIGINAL ARCHITECTURAL STYLE AND MATERIALS. FOR
INSTANCE, SIGNIFICANT EFFORTS HAVE BEEN MADE TO PROTECT AND RESTORE THE ICONIC RED ROOFS AND THE INTRICATE
WOODWORK THAT CHARACTERIZE THE VICTORIAN DESIGN.

BEYOND STRUCTURAL PRESERVATION, THE HOTEL HAS EVOLVED TO MEET THE CHANGING EXPECTATIONS OF LUXURY TRAVELERS.
W/HILE RETAINING ITS HISTORIC CHARM, IT NOW OFFERS STATE-OF-THE-ART TECHNOLOGY, WORLD-CLASS DINING EXPERIENCES,
AND A RANGE OF RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES. THE GUEST ROOMS AND SUITES HAVE BEEN THOUGHTFULLY UPDATED TO PROVIDE
COMFORT AND ELEGANCE, OFTEN INCORPORATING ELEMENTS THAT SUBTLY NOD TO THE HOTEL'S STORIED PAST.

THE ONGOING PROCESS OF PRESERVATION AND EVOLUTION ENSURES THAT THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO REMAINS A VIBRANT AND
RELEVANT DESTINATION. |T IS A TESTAMENT TO THE FORESIGHT OF ITS FOUNDERS AND THE DEDICATION OF THOSE WHO HAVE
CARED FOR IT OVER THE DECADES. THE HOTEL CONTINUES TO BE A BEACON OF HOSPITALITY, ATTRACTING NEW GENERATIONS OF
GUESTS WHO ARE DRAWN TO ITS UNIQUE BLEND OF HISTORY, LUXURY, AND UNPARALLELED BEACHFRONT LOCATION. TS ABILITY
TO ADAPT WHILE STAYING TRUE TO ITS ROOTS IS A KEY FACTOR IN ITS ENDURING SUCCESS.



ENDURING LEGACY: THE HoTeL peL CoroONADO’'S PLACE IN POPULAR
CULTURE

THe HoTeL beL CORONADO'S CAPTIVATING HISTORY, ICONIC ARCHITECTURE, AND ASSOCIATION WITH SIGNIFICANT EVENTS AND
PERSONALITIES HAVE CEMENTED ITS PLACE NOT ONLY IN HISTORICAL RECORDS BUT ALSO IN POPULAR CULTURE. IT HAS
TRANSCENDED ITS ROLE AS A MERE HOTEL TO BECOME A BELOVED LANDMARK, INSTANTLY RECOGNIZABLE AND FREQUENTLY
REFERENCED IN VARIOUS FORMS OF MEDIA.

PERHAPS ITS MOST FAMOUS CINEMATIC APPEARANCE WAS IN THE 1959 BiLLY WILDER FILM “SoMe Like IT HOT,” STARRING
MARILYN MonNrROE, ToNy CURTIS, AND JACK LEMMON. FILMED EXTENSIVELY ON LOCATION, THE HOTEL'S GRAND INTERIORS AND
EXTERIORS BECAME AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE MOVIE'S VISUAL IDENTITY, INTRODUCING ITS SPLENDOR TO A GLOBAL AUDIENCE
AND FURTHER CEMENTING ITS ROMANTIC AND GLAMOROUS IMAGE. THE FILM'S SUCCESS SIGNIFICANTLY BOOSTED THE HOTEL'S
RECOGNITION AND DESIRABILITY AS A DESTINATION.

Bevonp HOLLY\X/OOD, THE HOTEL HAS BEEN FEATURED IN NUMEROUS BOOKS, DOCUMENTARIES, AND TRAVELOGUES, ALL
HIGHLIGHTING ITS RICH HISTORY AND ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE. |TS GHOST STORIES, PARTICULARLY THE LEGEND OF KATE
MORGANI HAVE ADDED A LAYER OF INTRIGUE AND MYSTERY THAT APPEALS TO THOSE FASCINATED BY THE PARANORMAL,
FURTHER CONTRIBUTING TO ITS MYSTIQUE AND DRAWING VISITORS SEEKING A GLIMPSE OF ITS RUMORED SPECTRAL RESIDENTS.

THE HoTeL DEL CORONADO CONTINUES TO INSPIRE AND CAPTIVATE. | T REPRESENTS A BYGONE ERA OF GRAND HOSPITALITY
WHILE REMAINING A VIBRANT AND ACTIVE ESTABLISHMENT. |TS ENDURING LEGACY IS EVIDENT IN ITS CONTINUED STATUS AS A
PREMIER DESTINATION FOR VACATIONS, WEDDINGS, AND CORPORATE EVENTS, AS WELL AS ITS CONSISTENT APPEARANCE IN
DISCUSSIONS ABOUT HISTORICAL AMERICAN LANDMARKS AND ICONIC HOTELS. THE HOTEL'S STORY IS A TESTAMENT TO THE
POWER OF VISION, PERSEVERANCE, AND THE CREATION OF SOMETHING TRULY TIMELESS THAT CONTINUES TO RESONATE WITH
PEOPLE ACROSS GENERATIONS.

FAQ

Q: WHeEN wAS THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO OFFICIALLY OPENED?

A: THe HoTeL beL CORONADO OFFICIALLY OPENED ITS DOORS ON FEBRUARY 10, 1888.

QI \WHAT ARCHITECTURAL STYLE IS THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO KNOWN FOR?

A: THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO IS PRIMARILY KNOWN FOR ITS MAGNIFICENT QUEEN ANNE VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURAL STYLE,
CHARACTERIZED BY ITS DISTINCTIVE RED ROOFS, TURRETS, AND ORNATE DETAILING.

Q: WHICH FAMOUS HOLLYWOOD FILM WAS LARGELY SHOT AT THE HOTEL DEL
CoroNADO?P

A: THE IcoNic 1959 Fitm “SoMe LIke IT HoT,” STARRING MARILYN MONROE, ToNY CURTIS, AND JACK LEMMON, WAS
FAMOUSLY FILMED AT THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO.

Q: Is THERE ANY TRUTH TO THE STORY OF W ALLIS SIMPSON AND KING EDWARD VI
MEETING AT THE HoTEL DEL COrRONADO?

A: \WHILE THE EXACT DETAILS ARE DEBATED, IT IS WIDELY BELIEVED AND A POPULAR LEGEND THAT W/ ALLIS SIMPSON AND KING
EbwarD VIl MET AND THEIR ROMANCE DEVELOPED SIGNIFICANTLY DURING THEIR STAYS AT THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO IN THE
1930s.



QI HAs THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO BEEN RECOGNIZED AS A HISTORIC LANDMARK?

A: YES, THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO WAS DESIGNATED A NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK IN 1977, RECOGNIZING ITS
SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE.

Q: WHAT RoLE DID ELISHA BABCOCK JR. AND JOHN D. SPRECKELS PLAY IN THE HOTEL'S
HISTORY?

A: ELISHA BABCOCKJR. ANDJOHN D. SPRECKELS WERE THE PRIMARY VISIONARIES AND INVESTORS BEHIND THE DEVELOPMENT AND
CONSTRUCTION OF THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO, AIMING TO CREATE A WORLD-CLASS RESORT DESTINATION.

Q: ARE THERE ANY FAMOUS GHOST STORIES ASSOCIATED WITH THE HOTEL DEL
CoroNADO?

A: YES, THE HOTEL IS FAMOUSLY RUMORED TO BE HAUNTED BY THE SPIRIT OF KATE MORGAN, A YOUNG WOMAN \WHO DIED
UNDER MYSTERIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES IN THE HOTEL IN 1892. HER STORY IS A SIGNIFICANT PART OF THE HOTEL'S LORE.

QI How HAS THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO MANAGED TO PRESERVE ITS HISTORIC
CHARACTER WHILE MODERNIZING?

A: THE HOTEL EMPLOYS A DEDICATED APPROACH TO PRESERVATION AND RESTORATION, CAREFULLY MAINTAINING ITS ORIGINAL
ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES WHILE UPDATING FACILITIES AND AMENITIES TO MEET THE EXPECTATIONS OF MODERN LUXURY
TRAVELERS.
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