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hosting his presence bill johnson is a concept that resonates deeply within
the Pentecostal and Charismatic Christian communities, often referring to the
tangible manifestation of God's power and glory in a physical space or during
a specific event. This article delves into the multifaceted understanding of
this spiritual phenomenon, exploring its theological underpinnings, practical
expressions, and the profound impact it has on believers. We will examine how
churches and individuals actively cultivate an environment conducive to
experiencing divine presence, the role of worship and prayer in inviting this
manifestation, and the significant outcomes associated with such encounters.
This exploration aims to provide a comprehensive overview for those seeking
to understand and participate more fully in the dynamic experience of God's
presence.
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Understanding the Divine Presence

The concept of God's presence is central to the Abrahamic faiths, but within
the Pentecostal and Charismatic movements, there is a particular emphasis on
experiencing God's presence in a palpable, tangible way. It's not merely an
intellectual acknowledgment of God's omnipresence, but an active pursuit and
cultivation of environments where His glory, power, and love are felt in a
profound and often extraordinary manner. This understanding moves beyond mere
attendance at a religious service to a dynamic encounter that can transform
individuals and communities.

When believers speak of "hosting His presence," they are often referring to a
spiritual receptivity and a deliberate effort to align their hearts, minds,
and actions with divine principles, thereby creating a space where the Holy
Spirit can move freely and powerfully. This involves an intentionality that
goes beyond passive observation, inviting an active participation in the
unfolding of God's purposes within a given setting. The ultimate goal is to
foster an environment where God's will is done on earth as it is in heaven.

Theological Foundations of Hosting His Presence

The theological roots of "hosting His presence" are deeply embedded in
biblical narratives. Throughout the 0ld Testament, God's presence was often
signified by a visible cloud, fire, or the Ark of the Covenant, dwelling
amongst His people. The construction of the Tabernacle and later the Temple
were explicit efforts to create a sacred space for God to inhabit. This



established a precedent for understanding God as One who desires to dwell
with humanity.

In the New Testament, the indwelling of the Holy Spirit signifies a more
intimate and personal manifestation of God's presence within believers and
the Church corporately. Jesus' promise of sending the Comforter (John
14:16-17) marked a significant shift, indicating that God's presence would no
longer be confined to a physical location but would reside within those who
believe. This theological development underpins the belief that believers
themselves are temples of the Holy Spirit, capable of hosting God's presence.

The Omnipresence of God vs. Manifest Presence

It is crucial to distinguish between God's omnipresence and His manifest
presence. While God is everywhere at all times, His manifest presence refers
to those times and places where His power, glory, and attributes are
experienced in a particularly strong and noticeable way. The theological
understanding is that by seeking God and aligning with His will, believers
can create conditions that invite a heightened awareness and experience of
His presence.

This concept doesn't imply that God is limited or that His presence can be
confined; rather, it speaks to human capacity to perceive and respond to Him.
Just as the sun is always present, but its warmth and light are more
intensely felt on a clear day, God's manifest presence is an intensified
experience of His eternal, omnipresent being, facilitated by spiritual
receptivity.

The Role of the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is the primary agent in the manifestation of God's presence.
As the third person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit is God's active power and
presence in the world and in the lives of believers. The Bible teaches that
the Spirit empowers believers, guides them into truth, and convicts them of
sin. In the context of hosting His presence, the Holy Spirit is seen as the
one who draws people to God, facilitates worship, and brings about spiritual
transformation.

The empowerment and unction of the Holy Spirit are considered essential for
experiencing God's presence in a dynamic way. This includes the gifts of the
Spirit, which are believed to be manifestations of God's power working
through individuals to build up the body of Christ and to impact the world.
The Holy Spirit facilitates prophetic utterances, healing, and other
supernatural signs that are often associated with a powerful encounter with
the divine.

Practical Application: Creating an Atmosphere
for God's Presence



Creating an environment conducive to experiencing God's presence is a
deliberate and ongoing process, not a passive event. It involves cultivating
a lifestyle and corporate culture that honors God and is open to His
intervention. This starts with the individual believer’s heart and extends to
the communal practices within a church or ministry setting.

Churches and ministries that prioritize hosting His presence often focus on
intentionally structuring their services and activities to foster an
atmosphere of reverence, expectation, and openness. This can involve
everything from the physical environment to the spiritual preparation of
those leading and attending.

Cultivating a Receptive Heart and Mind

The most critical element in hosting His presence lies within the individual
believer's heart. A receptive heart is one that is surrendered to God, free
from unconfessed sin, and actively seeking His will. This receptivity is
cultivated through regular prayer, meditation on Scripture, and a commitment
to obedience.

A mind that is focused on God, rather than worldly distractions, is also
essential. This involves intentionally shifting one's focus from temporal
concerns to eternal realities, allowing the mind to be renewed by God's Word
and His Spirit. This mental discipline helps create a spiritual sensitivity
that allows for a deeper engagement with the divine.

The Importance of Holiness and Purity

Theology consistently teaches that God is holy, and His presence 1is
fundamentally associated with purity. Therefore, living a life of holiness
and actively pursuing purity in thought, word, and deed is seen as a
prerequisite for experiencing God's manifest presence. This involves
intentional efforts to put off sin and to put on righteousness, aligning
one's life with God's commands.

In a corporate setting, this translates to creating an environment where sin
is addressed, repentance is encouraged, and a culture of biblical integrity
is maintained. This doesn't imply perfection but a genuine commitment to
living according to God's standards, fostering an atmosphere where His holy
presence can dwell without hindrance.

Physical Environment and Ambiance

While God's presence is not confined to any physical space, the ambiance of a
place can influence the spiritual atmosphere. Many churches that emphasize
experiencing God's presence carefully consider their physical environment.
This might include elements such as appropriate lighting, comforting and
functional seating arrangements, and visual aids that point to God's glory.
The aim is to create a space that is reverent, inviting, and free from
unnecessary distractions, allowing individuals to focus their attention on



God.

The careful design of worship spaces often seeks to minimize barriers to
encountering God. This can include acoustic considerations for music, clear
sightlines, and an overall aesthetic that communicates reverence and beauty.
The goal is to create a sanctuary where the sacred is honored and where
people feel invited to draw near to the divine.

The Role of Worship and Prayer

Worship and prayer are the primary vehicles through which believers engage
with God and invite His presence. Within the context of hosting His presence,
these disciplines are not merely religious rituals but powerful spiritual
catalysts that open the door for divine encounter. The intention behind them
is to draw near to God, express love and devotion, and create a receptive
space for His Spirit to move.

These practices are often interwoven, with prayer preceding and accompanying
worship, and worship naturally leading into deeper prayer and intercession.
This dynamic interplay is considered essential for cultivating a sustained
experience of God's presence.

Intentional Prayer and Intercession

Prayer is the direct line of communication with God, and when undertaken with
intention and faith, it can unlock powerful spiritual experiences. Believers
who seek to host His presence often engage in fervent, persistent prayer,
interceding for themselves, for others, and for the outpouring of God's
Spirit. This includes prayers of petition, thanksgiving, confession, and
supplication.

Intercessory prayer, in particular, plays a crucial role. By praying for
specific needs and for the spiritual breakthrough of others, believers can
actively participate in bringing God's will to bear on situations. This
focused prayer creates an atmosphere of expectation and faith, signaling a
readiness to receive from God.

The Power of Corporate Worship

Corporate worship, particularly in its more expressive and Spirit-led forms,
is a cornerstone of hosting His presence. When a community of believers
unites in sincere worship, lifting their voices in praise and adoration, it
creates a powerful spiritual synergy. This collective expression of devotion
is believed to be particularly effective in drawing God's manifest presence
into a gathering.

This often involves dynamic worship music, spontaneous expressions of praise,
and a freedom for the Holy Spirit to lead and guide the worship experience.
The emphasis is on genuine heart-level engagement rather than rote
performance, creating an atmosphere where God can be encountered through



song, declaration, and heartfelt response.

Spontaneous Worship and Prophetic Expression

A key characteristic of environments where His presence is actively sought is
the allowance for spontaneous worship and prophetic expression. This involves
yielding to the leading of the Holy Spirit, allowing for unplanned
expressions of praise, declaration, and even divine messages. These moments
are often seen as direct communications from God, providing guidance,
encouragement, or revelation.

Prophetic utterances, when discerned correctly, are believed to be words from
God that speak to the hearts of His people, offering insight and direction.
Spontaneous worship can arise as a response to these or other promptings of
the Spirit, creating a dynamic and responsive flow of spiritual connection.

Manifestations of God's Presence

The experience of God's manifest presence can take many forms, and believers
often testify to a variety of phenomena that accompany these encounters.
These manifestations are not the ultimate goal in themselves but are seen as
indicators or byproducts of His powerful presence at work. They can be deeply
personal and varied, often reflecting the specific needs and spiritual
maturity of those present.

Understanding these potential manifestations helps believers recognize and
appreciate the ways God chooses to reveal Himself. It’s important to approach
these experiences with discernment, always grounding them in biblical truth.

Tangible Feelings and Sensations

Many individuals report experiencing tangible feelings or sensations when
God's presence is strong. These can include an overwhelming sense of peace,
joy, warmth, or even a physical touch. Some describe a distinct "atmosphere"
or "weight" in the room, indicative of a divine occupancy. These physical
responses are often interpreted as the body's natural reaction to a powerful
spiritual encounter.

These sensations are not universally experienced, and their absence does not
negate the reality of God's presence. However, for those who do experience
them, they serve as powerful confirmations of encountering the divine. They
can foster a sense of awe and deep connection.

Supernatural Occurrences and Gifts of the Spirit

In environments where His presence is actively hosted, supernatural
occurrences and the operation of the gifts of the Spirit are frequently



reported. These can include divine healing, words of knowledge, prophecy,
tongues, and miracles. These are understood as direct interventions of God's
power, demonstrating His sovereignty and His desire to impact the physical
and spiritual realms.

The belief is that when believers create an atmosphere of faith and
surrender, God is free to move in miraculous ways. These manifestations serve
not only to confirm God's presence but also to bring about transformation,
deliverance, and encouragement to individuals and the community.

Revelation and Understanding

Beyond physical sensations and supernatural events, encountering God's
manifest presence often leads to profound spiritual revelation and increased
understanding. This can manifest as a deeper grasp of biblical truths, a
clearer sense of God's calling, or a renewed perspective on life's
challenges. The Holy Spirit, as the Spirit of Truth, is believed to
illuminate the mind and grant spiritual insight.

These moments of divine revelation can be life-changing, providing clarity,
direction, and encouragement. They often leave individuals with a greater
appreciation for God's wisdom and His purposes for their lives, fostering a
deeper trust and commitment.

Impact and Transformation

The ultimate purpose of hosting His presence is not merely to experience
fleeting emotional highs or witness supernatural events, but to foster
lasting transformation in the lives of individuals and the community.
Encounters with the divine have a profound and enduring impact, reshaping
perspectives, attitudes, and behaviors in accordance with God's will.

This transformative power is seen as the hallmark of a genuine encounter with
God, leading to profound personal growth and societal impact. The changes
wrought are not superficial but deeply embedded in the spirit and character
of the believer.

Personal Spiritual Growth and Maturity

Regular encounters with God's manifest presence are instrumental in fostering
deep spiritual growth and maturity. As individuals consistently experience
God's love, power, and truth, their faith is strengthened, their character is
refined, and their understanding of God's ways deepens. This leads to a more
Christ-1like walk and a greater capacity to fulfill God's purposes.

This growth is often characterized by increased humility, greater compassion,
a stronger commitment to righteousness, and a more intimate relationship with
God. It moves believers from a place of spiritual infancy to a more robust
and resilient faith.



Community Impact and Edification

The impact of hosting His presence extends beyond the individual to the
entire community. When believers collectively encounter God, it strengthens
the bonds of fellowship, fosters unity, and builds up the body of Christ.
This shared experience of the divine can revitalize churches and ministries,
leading to greater effectiveness in fulfilling their mission.

This can manifest in increased love and care for one another, a greater
willingness to serve, and a collective empowerment to impact the world with
the Gospel. The unity of purpose and the shared experience of God's presence
can create a powerful force for good.

Evangelistic and Social Transformation

A church or ministry that actively hosts God's presence often becomes a
beacon of hope and a catalyst for wider evangelistic and social
transformation. The tangible evidence of God's power and love in action can
draw others to seek Him. Furthermore, the transformed lives of believers
often lead to a greater commitment to social justice and compassion for the
needy.

The demonstration of God's power through healings, miracles, and transformed
lives serves as a powerful testament to the reality of the Gospel. This can
lead to significant numbers of people being introduced to faith in Christ and
experiencing personal transformation.

Navigating Challenges and Discernment

While the pursuit of God's presence is a worthy endeavor, it is not without
its challenges. The spiritual realm is complex, and the manifestation of
divine power requires careful discernment to ensure that experiences are
indeed from God and are aligned with biblical truth. Without proper
discernment, there is a risk of deception or misinterpretation.

Approaching spiritual experiences with wisdom and a reliance on God's Word is
paramount to navigating these challenges effectively and ensuring that the
pursuit of His presence remains biblically sound and spiritually beneficial.

The Importance of Biblical Discernment

Discernment is the ability to distinguish between what is genuinely from God
and what is not. This involves a deep knowledge of Scripture, a sensitivity
to the Holy Spirit, and an understanding of sound theological principles. All
spiritual experiences, manifestations, or teachings must be tested against
the plumb line of God's Word.

Believers are called to be discerning, not judgmental, evaluating spiritual
phenomena with wisdom and humility. This means questioning, seeking wise



counsel, and ensuring that experiences align with the character and teachings
of Jesus Christ.

Avoiding Extremes and False Manifestations

The pursuit of God's presence can sometimes lead to extremes, such as an
overemphasis on emotional experiences to the neglect of biblical truth, or a
fixation on manifestations to the exclusion of character development. It is
also important to be aware of counterfeit manifestations that can originate
from other spiritual sources.

Maintaining a balanced perspective, grounded in Scripture and focused on the
fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control), is crucial. This balance helps
protect against deception and ensures that the focus remains on genuine
spiritual growth and relationship with God.

The Role of Spiritual Leadership and Accountability

Spiritual leaders play a vital role in guiding their congregations in the
pursuit of God's presence and in exercising discernment. They are responsible
for teaching sound doctrine, providing oversight, and ensuring that all
spiritual activities are conducted in a manner that honors God and edifies
the body of Christ.

Accountability within the church structure is essential. This provides a
safeguard against unbiblical practices or the manipulation of spiritual
experiences. Leaders and members alike are called to be accountable to one
another and to the teachings of Scripture, fostering an environment of trust
and spiritual integrity.

The Ongoing Pursuit of His Presence

Hosting His presence is not a destination that is reached and then maintained
indefinitely, but an ongoing journey of seeking, desiring, and responding to
God. It is a dynamic relationship characterized by continuous pursuit and a
deepening intimacy. The invitation to experience God's presence is ever-—
present, requiring consistent openness and intentionality from believers.

This ongoing pursuit underscores the relational nature of faith. It is about
actively drawing near to God, knowing that He is always drawing near to us,
and embracing the transformative journey that such closeness entails.

A Lifelong Journey of Intimacy

The quest to experience God's presence is a lifelong journey of deepening
intimacy. It requires a commitment to cultivate a heart posture of devotion,



humility, and continuous surrender. Each day presents new opportunities to
encounter God more fully, to learn more about His character, and to walk more
closely with Him.

This pursuit is fueled by an insatiable desire for more of God, recognizing
that His presence is the source of true life, Jjoy, and fulfillment. It is a
journey of becoming more like Christ, through the empowering work of the Holy
Spirit.

Living in the Awareness of His Indwelling

Ultimately, hosting His presence means living in the constant awareness of
His indwelling. The Holy Spirit resides within every believer, and the
challenge is to live in such a way that this presence is not grieved but
honored and experienced daily. This involves making conscious choices to
align one's life with God's will and to remain sensitive to His promptings.

This lived reality of God's presence transforms everyday life into an
opportunity for encounter. It means seeing the ordinary through an eternal
lens and recognizing God's hand in all things, fostering a continuous sense
of His nearness and His active involvement in one's life.

The Eternal Invitation

The invitation to host His presence is an eternal one, extending to all who
seek Him. It is a call to a deeper relationship with the Creator of the
universe, a relationship characterized by love, power, and transformative
grace. Embracing this invitation is to embark on the most rewarding journey
imaginable, one that promises eternal rewards and an ever-increasing
experience of the divine.

This ongoing invitation serves as a constant reminder of God's unfailing love
and His desire for communion with humanity. It is a call to embrace the
fullness of the spiritual life, characterized by the powerful and glorious
presence of God.

FAQ

Q: What does "hosting His presence" mean in a
Christian context?

A: "Hosting His presence" refers to the intentional cultivation of an
environment, whether personal or corporate, where believers actively invite
and experience the tangible manifestation of God's glory, power, and love
through the Holy Spirit. It signifies a receptive spiritual atmosphere
conducive to divine encounter.



Q: Is hosting His presence about where God physically
dwells?

A: No, hosting His presence is not about God being confined to a physical
location. While God is omnipresent, this concept refers to creating

conditions where His manifest presence - His power and glory being distinctly
felt and experienced - can be more fully recognized and encountered by
believers.

Q: What role does worship play in hosting His
presence?

A: Worship is a primary vehicle for hosting His presence. Through fervent
praise, adoration, and heartfelt expression, believers open themselves to
God's Spirit, creating a spiritual atmosphere that invites His manifest
presence and facilitates a deeper encounter with Him.

Q: Can individuals host His presence, or is it
exclusive to corporate gatherings?

A: Individuals can absolutely host His presence. Since believers are
considered temples of the Holy Spirit, personal devotion, prayer, and a
surrendered heart can lead to intimate experiences of God's presence.
Corporate gatherings, however, often amplify this experience through unified
worship and intercession.

Q: What are some common signs or manifestations of
God's presence?

A: Common signs can include overwhelming peace, joy, a sense of God's
tangible touch, profound revelation, and the operation of spiritual gifts
like healing or prophecy. These manifestations are seen as indicators of His
presence, but the focus remains on the relationship itself.

Q: How does one cultivate a receptive heart to host
His presence?

A: Cultivating a receptive heart involves ongoing prayer, meditation on
Scripture, obedience to God's Word, repentance from sin, and a humble,
surrendered attitude. It's about intentionally aligning one's will with God's
and actively seeking His will in all aspects of life.

Q: What is the difference between God's omnipresence
and His manifest presence?

A: God's omnipresence means He is everywhere at all times, in all places. His
manifest presence refers to those times and places where His power, glory,
and attributes are experienced in a particularly strong, noticeable, and
impactful way, often through the work of the Holy Spirit.



Q: Is it possible to misuse or misinterpret spiritual
manifestations?

A: Yes, it is crucial to exercise biblical discernment. Not all spiritual
phenomena are from God. Teachings and experiences should always be tested
against the truth of Scripture and the character of Christ to avoid deception
or false manifestations.

Q: What is the ultimate goal of seeking to host His
presence?

A: The ultimate goal is not just an emotional experience but profound
spiritual transformation in individuals and communities. It leads to deeper
intimacy with God, spiritual maturity, increased love for others, and greater
effectiveness in fulfilling God's purposes on earth.
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