HORSE BODY LANGUAGE CHART

DecobiNG EQUINE CoMMUNICATION: A COMPREHENSIVE HOrRSE Boby LANGUAGE CHART GUIDE

HORSE BODY LANGUAGE CHART IS AN INVALUABLE TOOL FOR ANYONE INTERACTING WITH HORSES, FROM SEASONED
PROFESSIONALS TO NOVICE RIDERS. UNDERSTANDING THESE SUBTLE CUES IS PARAMOUNT FOR BUILDING TRUST, ENSURING
SAFETY, AND FOSTERING A HARMONIOUS RELATIONSHIP WITH OUR EQUINE PARTNERS. THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE DELVES INTO
THE INTRICATE WORLD OF EQUINE COMMUNICATION, BREAKING DOWN THE VARIOUS SIGNALS HORSES USE TO EXPRESS THEIR
EMOTIONS, INTENTIONS, AND NEEDS. WE WILL EXPLORE THE SIGNIFICANCE OF EAR MOVEMENTS, EYE EXPRESSIONS, TAIL
POSTURES, AND VOCALIZATIONS, PROVIDING A DETAILED BREAKDOWN TO HELP YOU INTERPRET WHAT YOUR HORSE IS TRULY
TRYING TO TELL YOU. MASTERING THIS UNDERSTANDING WILL NOT ONLY ENHANCE YOUR RIDING EXPERIENCE BUT ALSO DEEPEN
YOUR CONNECTION WITH THESE MAGNIFICENT ANIMALS.
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UNDERSTANDING THE FUNDAMENTALS OF HORSE BoDY LANGUAGE

HORSES ARE PREY ANIMALS, AND AS SUCH, THEY HAVE EVOLVED A SOPHISTICATED SYSTEM OF NON-VERBAL COMMUNICATION
TO SURVIVE AND THRIVE. THEIR BODY LANGUAGE IS A CONSTANT STREAM OF INFORMATION, CONVEYING THEIR EMOTIONAL
STATE, LEVEL OF COMFORT, AW ARENESS OF THEIR SURROUNDINGS, AND THEIR INTENTIONS TOW ARDS OTHER HORSES OR
HUMANS. RECOGNIZING THAT A HORSE'S SIGNALS ARE OFTEN A COMPOSITE OF SEVERAL CUES, RATHER THAN A SINGLE ISOLATED
MOVEMENT, IS THE FIRST STEP IN BECOMING A PROFICIENT INTERPRETER.

THE ENVIRONMENT PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN HOW A HORSE EXPRESSES ITSELF. A HORSE IN A FAMILIAR, SAFE PASTURE MIGHT
EXHIBIT DIFFERENT BODY LANGUAGE THAN ONE IN A BUSTLING COMPETITION ARENA OR A NEW , POTENTIALLY THREATENING
SITUATION. UNDERSTANDING THE CONTEXT OF THE INTERACTION IS AS IMPORTANT AS DECIPHERING THE INDIVIDUAL SIGNALS.
THIS GUIDE AIMS TO EQUIP YOU WITH THE KNOWLEDGE TO INTERPRET THESE SIGNALS ACCURATELY, FOSTERING A SAFER AND
MORE REW ARDING RELATIONSHIP WITH HORSES.

Heap AND Neck SIGNALS: THE Horse’s PrIMARY CoMMUNICATION CHANNEL

THE HEAD AND NECK REGION OF A HORSE IS INCREDIBLY EXPRESSIVE, ACTING AS A PRIMARY CHANNEL FOR COMMUNICATING A \WIDE
RANGE OF EMOTIONS AND INTENTIONS. SUBTLE SHIFTS IN THESE AREAS CAN REVEAL A HORSE'S LEVEL OF ENGAGEMENT,
CURIOSITY, ANXIETY, OR RELAXATION. PAYING CLOSE ATTENTION TO THESE MOVEMENTS IS FUNDAMENTAL TO UNDERSTANDING
YOUR EQUINE COMPANION.



EAR MOVEMENTS AND THEIR MEANINGS

THE EARS OF A HORSE ARE HIGHLY SENSITIVE AND CAN ROTATE ALMOST 180 DEGREES INDEPENDENTLY , ALLOWING THEM TO
PINPOINT SOUNDS. THEIR POSITION PROVIDES SIGNIFICANT INSIGHT INTO THEIR ATTENTION AND EMOTIONAL STATE. A HORSE'S
EARS ARE OFTEN THE MOST OBVIOUS AND IMMEDIATE INDICATORS OF THEIR FOCUS.

e FORWARD AND ALERT: WHEN A HORSE'S EARS ARE POINTED FORWARD, IT INDICATES THEY ARE ATTENTIVE AND
INTERESTED IN SOMETHING IN FRONT OF THEM. THIS COULD BE A PERSON, ANOTHER ANIMAL, OR A NEW OBJECT.

® RELAXED AND NEUTRAL: EARS HELD SOFTLY TO THE SIDE, SLIGHTLY FLOPPED, OR POINTING BACK\WARD IN A RELAXED
MANNER SUGGEST THE HORSE IS CALM AND AT EASE.

® PINNED FLAT BACK: THIS IS A STRONG SIGNAL OF ANGER, IRRITATION, OR A WILLINGNESS TO BITE. IT OFTEN PRECEDES
AGGRESSION AND IS A CLEAR WARNING TO BACK OFF.

® SWIVELING RAPIDLY: THIS INDICATES A HEIGHTENED STATE OF ALERTNESS AND SCANNING OF THE ENVIRONMENT FOR
POTENTIAL THREATS OR INTERESTING STIMULI.

e ONe EAR FOR\X/AED, ONE BACKWARD: THIS SUGGESTS THE HORSE IS LISTENING TO SOMETHING BEHIND THEM WHILE STILL
MAINTAINING SOME AWARENESS OF WHAT'S IN FRONT.

Eve ExPreSSIONS: WINDOWS TO THE EQUINE SouL

A HORSE'S EYES CAN REVEAL A WEALTH OF INFORMATION ABOUT THEIR EMOTIONAL STATE, FROM CALM CONTENTMENT TO
EXTREME FEAR. OBSERVING THE SIZE OF THE PUPIL, THE AMOUNT OF SCLERA (\X/HITE) VISIBLE, AND THE OVERALL EXPRESSION OF
THE EYE IS CRUCIAL.

L4 SOFT, ReLAXED EYES: W/ITH NORMAL PUPIL SIZE AND MINIMAL SCLERA VISIBLE, THIS INDICATES A CALM AND CONTENT
HORSE.

¢ \WIDE EYES WITH VISIBLE SCLERA: THIS IS A CLEAR SIGN OF FEAR, ANXIETY, OR ALARM. THE HORSE IS FEELING
THREATENED OR SCARED.

o HARD STARE: A FIXED, INTENSE GAZE, OFTEN WITH NARROWED EYELIDS, CAN INDICATE AGGRESSION, DOMINANCE, OR A
CHALLENGE.

L4 SQUINTING OR HALF-CLOSED EYES: THIS CAN SIGNIFY PLEASURE, RELIEF, OR DEEP RELAXATION, PARTICULARLY \WHEN
COMBINED WITH OTHER RELAXED BODY SIGNALS.

MouUTH AND LIP SIGNALS: REVEALING MooOD AND INTENT

THE HORSE’'S MOUTH AND LIPS ARE REMARKABLY EXPRESSIVE, CONVEYING SUBTLE SHIFTS IN MOOD, FROM ENJOYMENT TO
DISCOMFORT OR MILD ANNOYANCE. THESE SIGNALS OFTEN ACCOMPANY OTHER CUES AND PROVIDE A MORE NUANCED
UNDERSTANDING.

° SOFT, ReLAXED LIPS: A SLACK JAW AND RELAXED LIPS ARE INDICATIVE OF A CALM AND CONTENT HORSE.



® BITING OR NIBBLING: THIS CAN RANGE FROM PLAYFUL NIPS (COMMON AMONG FOALS AND WELL-SOCIALIZED HORSES) TO
AGGRESSIVE BITING, WHICH IS A SERIOUS ¥ ARNING.

o Lip CURLING (FLEHMEN RESPONSE): W/HEN A HORSE CURLS ITS UPPER LIP UP\WARDS, IT'S OFTEN A WAY TO DRAW SCENT
INTO THE VOMERONASAL ORGAN, ALLOWING THEM TO ANALYZE SMELLS MORE EFFECTIVELY. IT'S COMMON AFTER

ENCOUNTERING NEW OR STRONG SCENTS.

o GRINDING TEETH: THIS CAN INDICATE PAIN OR DISCOMFORT, BUT IN SOME SOCIAL INTERACTIONS, IT CAN ALSO BE A SIGN
OF SUBMISSION OR APPEASEMENT.

* MOUTHING OR GNAWING ON OBJECTS: THIS CAN SIGNIFY BOREDOM, STRESS, OR A HABIT.

Nose AND NosTRIL CLUES: SUBTLE INDICATORS OF EMOTION

W/ HILE OFTEN OVERLOOKED, THE NOSTRILS OF A HORSE CAN PROVIDE SUBTLE BUT IMPORTANT CLUES ABOUT THEIR EMOTIONAL
STATE AND PHYSIOLOGICAL RESPONSES.

¢ FLARED NOSTRILS: THIS USUALLY INDICATES EXCITEMENT, EXERTION, FEAR, OR ANGER. |T'S A SIGN OF INCREASED
RESPIRATION AND READINESS FOR ACTION.

® DILATED NOSTRILS: SIMILAR TO FLARED NOSTRILS, DILATED NOSTRILS CAN INDICATE INCREASED AROUSAL, WHETHER DUE
TO EXCITEMENT, FEAR, OR EXERTION.

® ReLAXED NOSTRILS: SOFT, UNCONSTRICTED NOSTRILS SUGGEST A RELAXED STATE.

Neck AND HEAD PosiTION: PosTURE AS A COMMUNICATOR

THE OVERALL POSITION OF THE HORSE'S NECK AND HEAD IS A SIGNIFICANT INDICATOR OF THEIR CONFIDENCE, ALERTNESS, AND
INTENTION IN A GIVEN SITUATION.

¢ Heab AND Neck HELD HIGH: THIS POSTURE OFTEN SIGNIFIES ALERTNESS, AW ARENESS, AND SOMETIMES APPREHENSION OR
DOMINANCE. A HORSE SURVEYING ITS SURROUNDINGS FROM A HIGH VANTAGE POINT IS ASSESSING POTENTIAL THREATS.

* Heab AND Neck Low: A LOWERED HEAD AND NECK CAN INDICATE RELAXATION, SUBMISSION, GRAZING, OR, IF
ACCOMPANIED BY OTHER SIGNS, DISCOMFORT OR PAIN.

o NeCk ARCHED HIGH: THIS IS OFTEN A SIGN OF PRIDE, EXCITEMENT, OR A CHALLENGE DISPLAY, PARTICULARLY IN
STALLIONS OR DURING SPIRITED MOMENTS.

® HeaD TUCKED IN: A HEAD TUCKED TOWARDS THE CHEST CAN SIGNIFY SUBMISSION, ANXIETY, OR PAIN.

Boby AND LiMB SIGNALS: CONVEYING COMFORT, DISCOMFORT, AND



ALERTNESS

BEYOND THE HEAD AND NECK, THE HORSE'S ENTIRE BODY, INCLUDING ITS LIMBS AND TRUNK, COMMUNICATES VITAL INFORMATION
ABOUT ITS INTERNAL STATE AND ITS INTERACTION WITH THE ENVIRONMENT AND OTHER BEINGS.

® SHIFTING WEIGHT: A HORSE THAT FREQUENTLY SHIFTS ITS WEIGHT FROM ONE HIND LEG TO ANOTHER CAN INDICATE
RESTLESSNESS, ANTICIPATION, OR SLIGHT DISCOMFORT.

® PAWING THE GROUND: THIS IS A CLASSIC SIGN OF IMPATIENCE, FRUSTRATION, OR ANTICIPATION, ESPECIALLY BEFORE
FEEDING OR AN ANTICIPATED EVENT.

* STOMPING A FOOT: A SINGLE FOOT STOMP USUALLY INDICATES ANNOYANCE, IRRITATION, OR DISCOMFORT, OFTEN DUE
TO INSECTS.

¢ Kicking OuT (HINDQUARTERS)Z A QUICK KICK CAN BE A WARNING TO BACK OFF OR A SIGN OF ANNOYANCE. A MORE
FORCEFUL KICK IS A SERIOUS DEFENSIVE OR AGGRESSIVE ACTION.

® BUCKING: BUCKING IS A CLEAR SIGN OF EXUBERANCE, PLAYFULNESS, OR THE EXPRESSION OF DISCOMFORT OR RESISTANCE.

® REARING: REARING IS A POWERFUL DISPLAY OF DOMINANCE, FEAR, OR PROTEST. IT'S A SERIOUS SIGNAL THAT REQUIRES
IMMEDIATE ATTENTION AND CAREFUL HANDLING.

® STRIKING WITH A FORELEG: THIS IS A DEFENSIVE OR AGGRESSIVE MANEUVER, OFTEN USED WHEN A HORSE FEELS CORNERED
OR THREATENED.

® FLANK BITING: A HORSE MAY NIP AT ITS OWN FLANK IF IT IS EXPERIENCING DISCOMFORT OR PAIN IN THAT AREA.

® EARS FLICKING: SIMILAR TO EARS POINTING BACK, THIS CAN INDICATE ANNOYANCE OR IRRITATION, ESPECIALLY WHEN
DIRECTED AT A RIDER’S AIDS.

TAIL PosTures: A CLEAR INDICATOR OF EMOTIONAL STATE

THE TAIL IS A HIGHLY VISIBLE AND OFTEN RELIABLE INDICATOR OF A HORSE'S EMOTIONAL STATE, CONVEYING FEELINGS RANGING
FROM CONTENTMENT TO AGITATION AND FEAR.

o HeLp HIGH AND SWISHING GENTLY: THIS OFTEN INDICATES INTEREST, ALERTNESS, OR MILD EXCITEMENT, ESPECIALLY
WHEN COMBINED WITH FORW ARD-POINTING EARS.

® HeLb Low or BETWEEN THE LEGS: THIS IS A STRONG SIGN OF FEAR, SUBMISSION, OR DISTRESS.

® SWISHING VIGOROUSLY: RAPID AND FORCEFUL SWISHING OF THE TAIL IS USUALLY A SIGN OF ANNOYANCE, IRRITATION,
OR ANGER. |T CAN ALSO BE AN INDICATOR OF PAIN.

e TAIL Tuckep UNDER: THIS IS A CLEAR SIGN OF FEAR, SUBMISSION, OR PAIN.
o TAIL FANNED OUT: THIS CAN OCCUR DURING EXCITEMENT OR DISTRESS.

o TAIL HELD STIFFLY TO THE SIDE: THIS CAN INDICATE A DOMINANCE DISPLAY OR AGGRESSION IN SOME CONTEXTS.



VOCALIZATION AND SOUNDS; BEYOND THE W/HINNY

W/HILE HORSES ARE PRIMARILY NON-VERBAL COMMUNICATORS, THEIR VOCALIZATIONS ALSO PLAY A ROLE IN THEIR
COMMUNICATION REPERTOIRE. UNDERST ANDING THESE SOUNDS CAN ADD ANOTHER LAYER TO YOUR INTERPRETATION.

o NICKER: A SOFT, LOW-PITCHED SOUND, OFTEN MADE WHEN GREETING A FAMILIAR PERSON OR HORSE, OR WHEN
ANTICIPATING FOOD. |T’'S GENERALLY A FRIENDLY AND WELCOMING SOUND.

° \X/HINNY/NEIGHZ A LOUDER, LONGER CALL, OFTEN USED FOR LONG-DISTANCE COMMUNICATION, TO LOCATE HERD MATES,
OR EXPRESS EXCITEMENT, ANXIETY, OR LONELINESS.

® SNORT: A SHARP EXHALATION THROUGH THE NOSTRILS. A SNORT CAN INDICATE EXCITEMENT, NERVOUSNESS,
CURIOSITY, OR A SIGNAL TO ALERT OTHERS TO POTENTIAL DANGER. A SOFT SNORT CAN BE A SIGN OF RELAXATION.

L4 SQUEAL! A HIGH-PITCHED, SHARP VOCALIZATION, OFTEN HEARD DURING PLAY OR AGGRESSIVE ENCOUNTERS, SUCH AS
ESTABLISHING DOMINANCE.

o GROAN: CAN INDICATE PAIN, EXERTION, OR DEEP RELAXATION.

® TeeTH GRINDING: AS MENTIONED EARLIER, THIS CAN SIGNAL PAIN OR DISCOMFORT, OR BE A SIGN OF SUBMISSION.

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER: INTERPRETING CoOMPLEX HORSE BoDY LANGUAGE
SCENARIOS

INTERPRETING HORSE BODY LANGUAGE IS NOT ABOUT IDENTIFYING A SINGLE CUE BUT RATHER ABOUT OBSERVING THE ENTIRE
HORSE AND SYNTHESIZING MULTIPLE SIGNALS. A HORSE THAT IS PINNING ITS EARS, STARING HARD, AND HAS ITS TAIL CLAMPED
DOWN IS UNDOUBTEDLY CONVEYING AGGRESSION AND A DESIRE FOR SPACE. CONVERSELY, A HORSE WITH SOFT EYES, RELAXED
EARS, AND A GENTLY SWISHING TAIL IS LIKELY FEELING COMFORTABLE AND CONTENT.

CONSIDER A HORSE THAT REPEATEDLY SHIFTS ITS WEIGHT, FLICKS ITS EARS, AND SWISHES ITS TAIL. THIS COMBINATION MIGHT
INDICATE MILD FRUSTRATION OR IMPATIENCE, PERHAPS WAITING FOR SOMETHING TO HAPPEN OR FEELING SLIGHTLY ANNOYED BY A
RIDER'S AIDS. A HORSE THAT STANDS WITH ITS HEAD LOW, EYES SOFT, AND EARS RELAXED IS IN A STATE OF CALM. HO\X/EVER,
IF THE SAME LOW HEAD IS ACCOMPANIED BY PINNED EARS AND A TUCKED TAIL, THE INTERPRETATION SHIFTS DRAMATICALLY TO
ONE OF FEAR OR DISCOMFORT.

CoMMON Horse Boby LANGUAGE MISINTERPRETATIONS AND How To Avolb
THEM

MANY COMMON MISUNDERSTANDINGS ARISE FROM MISINTERPRETING A HORSE'S SIGNALS IN ISOLATION OR WITHOUT CONSIDERING
THE CONTEXT. FOR EXAMPLE, A HORSE THAT YAWNS MIGHT BE INTERPRETED AS BORED, BUT IT CAN ALSO BE A SIGN OF RELIEF OR
RELAXATION AFTER A PERIOD OF TENSION.

ANOTHER COMMON ERROR IS ASSUMING A HORSE'S INTENTIONS ARE ALWAYS MALICIOUS. A HORSE THAT BUMPS INTO YOU
MIGHT SIMPLY BE SEEKING ATTENTION OR BE UNAWARE OF YOUR PRESENCE, RATHER THAN DELIBERATELY TRYING TO PUSH YOU
OVER. ALWAYS REMEMBER THAT HORSES ARE INDIVIDUALS, AND THEIR COMMUNICATION CAN VARY. LEARNING TO READ YOUR
SPECIFIC HORSE'S NUANCES IS KEY TO BUILDING A STRONG PARTNERSHIP.



To AVOID MISINTERPRETATIONS:

e OBSERVE THE ENTIRE HORSE: DON'T FOCUS ON JUST ONE BODY PART.

o CONSIDER THE CONTEXT: W/HERE IS THE HORSE? W/HAT IS HAPPENING AROUND IT?

® | OOK FOR CLUSTERS OF SIGNALS: MULTIPLE CUES POINTING IN THE SAME DIRECTION ARE MORE RELIABLE.

® RECOGNIZE INDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES: EACH HORSE HAS ITS OWN PERSONALITY AND COMMUNICATION STYLE.

® BEPATIENT AND OBSERVANT: CONSISTENT OBSERVATION OVER TIME WILL BUILD YOUR UNDERSTANDING.

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS OF A HOorSE BobY LANGUAGE CHART

A THOROUGH UNDERSTANDING OF HORSE BODY LANGUAGE, FACILITATED BY A VISUAL HORSE BODY LANGUAGE CHART, HAS
NUMEROUS PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS. FOR RIDERS, IT MEANS BEING ABLE TO RESPOND APPROPRIATELY TO THEIR HORSE'S NEEDS,
ADJUSTING THEIR AIDS AND EXPECTATIONS ACCORDINGLY. THIS LEADS TO MORE EFFECTIVE TRAINING, BETTER PERFORMANCE, AND
A SAFER RIDING EXPERIENCE.

FOR HANDLERS AND TRAINERS, IT'S ABOUT RECOGNIZING SIGNS OF STRESS OR DISCOMFORT DURING TRAINING SESSIONS,
ALLOWING THEM TO MODIFY THEIR APPROACH TO AVOID CREATING NEGATIVE ASSOCIATIONS. IN HERD MANAGEMENT,
UNDERSTANDING THE SUBTLE DOMINANCE AND SUBMISSION CUES CAN HELP PREVENT CONFLICTS AND ENSURE A PEACEFUL
ENVIRONMENT. EVEN FOR CASUAL OBSERVERS, COMPREHENDING EQUINE COMMUNICATION ENRICHES THE EXPERIENCE OF WATCHING
THESE MAGNIFICENT ANIMALS.

ULTIMATELY, INVESTING TIME IN LEARNING TO READ HORSE BODY LANGUAGE IS AN INVESTMENT IN THE HORSE'S WELFARE AND THE
STRENGTH OF YOUR RELATIONSHIP. A HORSE BODY LANGUAGE CHART SERVES AS A FOUNDATIONAL REFERENCE, BUT TRUE
MASTERY COMES FROM CONSISTENT PRACTICE AND ATTENTIVE OBSERVATION IN REAL-WORLD INTERACTIONS.

FAQ

Q: WHAT IS THE MOST IMPORTANT PART OF A HORSE'S BODY TO READ FOR ITS
EMOTIONS?

A: WHILE ALL PARTS OF A HORSE'S BODY CONTRIBUTE TO ITS COMMUNICATION, THE EARS AND EYES ARE OFTEN CONSIDERED
THE MOST IMMEDIATE AND RELIABLE INDICATORS OF A HORSE'S EMOTIONAL STATE AND FOCUS. THEIR RAPID MOVEMENTS AND
EXPRESSIVE NATURE PROVIDE QUICK INSIGHTS INTO ALERTNESS, FEAR, AND IRRITATION.

Q: CAN A HORSE'S TAIL POSTURE CHANGE VERY QUICKLY?

A: YES, A HORSE’S TAIL POSTURE CAN CHANGE VERY RAPIDLY, ESPECIALLY IN RESPONSE TO SUDDEN STIMULI OR SHIFTS IN
EMOTIONAL STATE. A QUICK FLICK MIGHT INDICATE MILD ANNOYANCE, WHILE A TAIL BEING CLAMPED DOWN TIGHTLY SUGGESTS
SIGNIFICANT FEAR OR DISTRESS.

Q: Is A HORSE THAT YAWNS ALWAYS RELAXED?

A: NOT NECESSARILY. WHILE YAWNING CAN BE A SIGN OF RELAXATION OR RELIEF AFTER TENSION, IT CAN ALSO BE A SIGN OF



STRESS, FATIGUE, OR EVEN MILD DISCOMFORT IN CERTAIN CONTEXTS. IT'S IMPORTANT TO LOOK AT OTHER BODY LANGUAGE
CUES TO GET A COMPLETE PICTURE.

Q: WHAT DOES IT MEAN WHEN A HORSE PINS ITS EARS FLAT BACK?

A: PINNING ITS EARS FLAT BACK IS A STRONG SIGNAL OF ANGER, EXTREME IRRITATION, OR AGGRESSION. [T IS A CLEAR WARNING
THAT THE HORSE IS UNHAPPY AND MAY BE PREPARING TO BITE OR STRIKE. IT'S A CUE TO GIVE THE HORSE SPACE.

Q: How CAN | TELL IF MY HORSE IS STRESSED OR ANXIOUS?

A: SIGNS OF STRESS OR ANXIETY IN A HORSE CAN INCLUDE WIDE EYES WITH VISIBLE SCLERA, PINNED EARS, FLARED NOSTRILS,
TENSE BODY POSTURE, FREQUENT WEIGHT SHIFTING, PAWING, EXCESSIVE TAIL SWISHING, AND VOCALIZATIONS LIKE SQUEALS OR
GROANS. OBSERVING A COMBINATION OF THESE CUES IS IMPORTANT.

Q: WHAT IS THE FLEHMEN RESPONSE IN HORSES?

A: THE FLEHMEN RESPONSE, WHERE A HORSE CURLS ITS UPPER LIP UPWARDS, IS A BEHAVIOR PRIMARILY USED TO DRAW SCENTS
INTO THE VOMERONASAL ORGAN UACOBSON/S ORGAN) LOCATED IN THE ROOF OF THE MOUTH. THIS ALLOWS THE HORSE TO
ANALYZE SMELLS MORE THOROUGHLY, OFTEN IN RESPONSE TO NEW OR STRONG SCENTS LIKE URINE OR REPRODUCTIVE
PHEROMONES.

QZ IF A HORSE NUDGES ME WITH ITS HEAD , IS IT BEING AGGRESSIVE?

A:NOT USUALLY. A GENTLE NUDGE IS OFTEN A SIGN OF SEEKING ATTENTION, AFFECTION, OR ENCOURAGEMENT, PARTICULARLY
FROM FAMILIAR HANDLERS OR RIDERS. HO\X/EVER, IF THE NUDGE IS ACCOMPANIED BY PINNED EARS OR A HARD STARE, IT COULD BE
A SIGN OF DOMINANCE OR AGGRESSION.

Q: How DOES A HORSE COMMUNICATE WHEN IT'S FEELING DOMINANT?

A: DOMINANT HORSES OFTEN EXHIBIT A HIGH HEAD AND NECK CARRIAGE, DIRECT STARES, STIFF MOVEMENTS, AND MAY USE
VOCALIZATIONS LIKE SQUEALS OR ASSERTIVE NICKERS. THEY MAY ALSO TRY TO PUSH OR INTIMIDATE OTHERS. THEIR TAILS
MIGHT BE HELD HIGH AND ACTIVELY S\WISHED.

Q: WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A HORSE STOMPING ITS FOOT AND PAWING THE
GROUND?

A: PAWING THE GROUND IS TYPICALLY A REPETITIVE ACTION INDICATING IMPATIENCE, ANTICIPATION, OR FRUSTRATION, OFTEN
SEEN BEFORE FEEDING OR AN ANTICIPATED EVENT. A SINGLE FOOT STOMP IS USUALLY A REACTION TO MINOR ANNOYANCE,
IRRITATION, OR DISCOMFORT, OFTEN DUE TO INSECTS BITING.
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