
hoover vs roosevelt worksheet

hoover vs roosevelt worksheet provides an essential tool for students and educators alike to delve into one
of the most pivotal periods in American history: the Great Depression and the contrasting approaches of
Presidents Herbert Hoover and Franklin D. Roosevelt. Understanding their distinct philosophies, policies, and
impacts is crucial for grasping the evolution of American governance and economic thought. This comprehensive
guide explores the key differences and similarities between Hoover's and Roosevelt's presidencies, focusing on
their responses to economic crisis. We will examine their economic philosophies, the specific programs they
enacted, their public perceptions, and the lasting legacies they left behind. Whether you are creating a lesson
plan, preparing for an exam, or simply seeking a deeper understanding of this critical era, this resource aims to
illuminate the complex challenges and monumental decisions faced by these two transformative leaders.
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Understanding the Great Depression

The Great Depression, a severe worldwide economic depression that took place mostly during the 1930s,
remains a landmark event in modern history. Its origins are complex, stemming from a confluence of factors
including the stock market crash of 1929, widespread bank failures, protectionist trade policies, and a



contracting money supply. The economic downturn led to unprecedented levels of unemployment, poverty, and
social unrest across the globe. For the United States, it represented a profound national crisis that tested
the very foundations of its economic and political systems. The period immediately preceding and during the
early years of the Depression saw the presidency of Herbert Hoover, whose tenure is often contrasted with
that of his successor, Franklin D. Roosevelt. Analyzing the presidencies of Hoover and Roosevelt offers a
stark illustration of differing governmental approaches to economic hardship and societal collapse.

The impact of the Great Depression was devastating and far-reaching. Millions lost their jobs, homes, and
savings, leading to widespread destitution and a loss of faith in established institutions. Farmers faced
foreclosures as agricultural prices plummeted, and urban centers were overwhelmed by breadlines and
Hoovervilles, shantytowns named ironically after the president. The social fabric of America was strained as
families struggled to survive, and the psychological toll of prolonged unemployment and poverty was immense.
This era necessitated a re-evaluation of the government's role in the economy, setting the stage for significant
shifts in policy and public expectation.

Herbert Hoover's Response to the Crisis

Herbert Hoover, a successful engineer and humanitarian before entering politics, initially approached the Great
Depression with a belief in American individualism and limited government intervention. His administration grappled
with the unprecedented economic collapse, but his strategies were largely rooted in the principles of voluntary
cooperation and gradualism, reflecting the prevailing economic orthodoxies of the time. While Hoover did not
advocate for complete inaction, his interventions were often seen as insufficient given the scale of the crisis.

Hoover's Economic Philosophy

Hoover's economic philosophy was deeply ingrained in the American tradition of self-reliance and free enterprise.
He believed that the government should play a role in facilitating recovery by encouraging private enterprise
and fostering cooperation among businesses and labor. He was hesitant to implement direct federal relief for
individuals, arguing that it would undermine the spirit of independence and create dependency on the state.
Hoover favored policies that would stimulate investment and production, believing that a strong economy
would naturally lift individuals out of hardship. His approach can be characterized as one of "rugged
individualism," where individuals and private organizations were expected to take the lead in addressing their
own needs and the nation's economic challenges.

Key Hoover Administration Policies

Despite his reservations about direct federal intervention, President Hoover did implement several programs
aimed at combating the Depression. These policies, while significant for their time, ultimately proved inadequate
to stem the tide of economic devastation. One notable initiative was the Reconstruction Finance Corporation
(RFC), established in 1932, which provided loans to banks, railroads, and other businesses to prevent
bankruptcies and stimulate economic activity. Hoover also supported public works projects, though on a more
limited scale than what would later be undertaken by Roosevelt. He also advocated for balanced budgets and
tariff policies, such as the Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act, which, while intended to protect American industries, is
widely believed to have worsened international trade and exacerbated the global depression.

Reconstruction Finance Corporation (RFC): Provided federal loans to struggling businesses and
financial institutions.

Public Works Projects: Initiated some federal spending on infrastructure, though less extensive than
later programs.



Agricultural Marketing Act: Aimed to stabilize farm prices through government purchases.

Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act: Significantly raised tariffs on imported goods.

Public Perception of Hoover

Public perception of President Hoover deteriorated significantly as the Depression deepened. Despite his efforts,
his policies were widely seen as ineffective and out of touch with the suffering of the American people. The term
"Hooverville" became synonymous with the makeshift shantytowns that sprang up across the country, a
stark indictment of his presidency. Many blamed Hoover personally for the economic collapse, viewing him as
indifferent to the plight of the poor and unemployed. This widespread dissatisfaction ultimately contributed to
his landslide defeat in the 1932 presidential election.

Franklin D. Roosevelt's New Deal

Franklin D. Roosevelt, elected in 1932, inherited a nation in the throes of its worst economic crisis. His
presidency ushered in a period of radical change, characterized by a proactive and expansive role for the federal
government in addressing the Depression. Roosevelt's New Deal was a series of programs, public work projects,
financial reforms, and regulations enacted by Congress during Roosevelt's first term. It aimed to provide relief,
recovery, and reform, fundamentally altering the relationship between the American people and their government.

Roosevelt's Economic Philosophy and the New Deal

Roosevelt's economic philosophy was pragmatic and adaptive, prioritizing direct government action to
alleviate suffering and stimulate the economy. Unlike Hoover, he believed that the federal government had a
responsibility to provide a safety net for its citizens and to actively manage the economy. The New Deal was
built on the "three Rs": Relief, Recovery, and Reform. Relief aimed to provide immediate aid to the unemployed and
impoverished, Recovery sought to restore the economy to normal levels, and Reform aimed to implement
measures to prevent a future depression. This was a marked departure from the limited government approach
favored by Hoover, signifying a major shift in American political and economic thought.

Key New Deal Programs and Initiatives

The New Deal encompassed a vast array of programs designed to address different facets of the Depression.
These initiatives represented a significant expansion of federal power and intervention in the economy. Some of
the most impactful programs included the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), which provided jobs for young
men in environmental conservation projects; the Works Progress Administration (WPA), which employed
millions in public works construction, arts, and writing projects; and the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA),
which brought electricity and economic development to a depressed region. Financial reforms like the Glass-
Steagall Act established the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) to insure bank deposits, and the
Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) was created to regulate the stock market. The Social Security Act
of 1935 established a system of unemployment insurance and retirement pensions, a cornerstone of the modern
welfare state.

Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC): Employed young men in conservation and park maintenance.1.



Works Progress Administration (WPA): Funded millions of jobs in construction, arts, and public2.
services.

Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA): Developed the Tennessee River Valley through flood control,3.
hydroelectric power, and economic development.

Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA): Aimed to raise crop prices by lowering production.4.

National Recovery Administration (NRA): Sought to revive industry through codes of fair competition.5.

Social Security Act: Provided unemployment insurance, old-age pensions, and aid to families with6.
dependent children.

Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC): Insured bank deposits to restore confidence in the banking7.
system.

Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC): Regulated the stock market to prevent fraud and8.
manipulation.

The Impact and Criticisms of the New Deal

The New Deal had a profound and lasting impact on American society. It provided much-needed relief to millions
of suffering Americans, created millions of jobs, and restored a degree of confidence in the government's ability
to address national crises. It also fundamentally reshaped the role of the federal government, establishing
precedents for federal responsibility in economic regulation, social welfare, and disaster relief. However, the
New Deal also faced significant criticism. Some argued that it expanded federal power too much, encroached on
individual liberties, and was ineffective in ending the Depression, which some historians credit more to the
economic mobilization for World War II. Others criticized specific programs as inefficient or unconstitutional,
and there were debates about whether the New Deal went far enough in addressing systemic economic
inequalities.

Comparing Hoover and Roosevelt: A Direct Contrast

The presidencies of Herbert Hoover and Franklin D. Roosevelt represent a stark ideological and practical
divergence in American governance, particularly in their responses to the Great Depression. Their differing
philosophies on the role of government, their policy choices, and ultimately their perceived effectiveness
highlight a critical transition in American economic policy and the social contract between the government and
its citizens. Examining these contrasts is central to understanding the evolution of the American response to
economic crises.

Philosophical Differences

The core philosophical difference between Hoover and Roosevelt lay in their understanding of government's role
in a crisis. Hoover adhered to a more traditional, laissez-faire approach, emphasizing voluntarism, self-reliance,
and the power of private enterprise. He believed that government intervention should be minimal and indirect,
aimed at creating conditions for recovery rather than directly providing relief. Roosevelt, on the other hand,
embraced a more interventionist philosophy. He saw the federal government as having a moral and practical
obligation to actively intervene in the economy to alleviate suffering, stimulate demand, and regulate markets.
This fundamental difference in perspective dictated the nature and scope of their respective policy responses.



Policy Differences

These differing philosophies translated directly into distinct policy approaches. Hoover's policies, such as the
RFC and limited public works, were often characterized as indirect and incremental. He was reluctant to provide
direct federal relief to individuals, preferring to support businesses and institutions with the hope that this
would trickle down. Roosevelt's New Deal, in contrast, was marked by a rapid and expansive series of programs
that directly targeted individuals and communities. The creation of agencies like the CCC, WPA, and the
implementation of Social Security represented a direct federal commitment to providing jobs, income security,
and essential services. While Hoover's policies sought to preserve the existing economic structure with minimal
government interference, Roosevelt's aimed to reform and rebuild it with significant federal oversight and
support.

Effectiveness and Outcomes

The effectiveness and outcomes of their presidencies are a subject of ongoing historical debate. Hoover's
administration is generally seen as having failed to adequately address the scale of the Great Depression,
leading to widespread public discontent and his electoral defeat. His policies were often perceived as too little,
too late. Roosevelt's New Deal, while not solely responsible for ending the Depression, is credited with
providing crucial relief, restoring public confidence, and implementing reforms that shaped modern American
society. The New Deal is widely viewed as having prevented a complete collapse of American democracy and
capitalism, though its success in achieving full economic recovery before World War II is debated.

The Enduring Legacy of Hoover and Roosevelt

The legacies of Herbert Hoover and Franklin D. Roosevelt continue to resonate in contemporary American
political and economic discourse. Hoover, though often remembered for his perceived inaction during the
Depression, did lay some groundwork for federal intervention through initiatives like the RFC, and his presidency
marked a turning point in public expectations of government's role during economic downturns. His adherence to
certain fiscal principles, such as balanced budgets, remains a point of discussion in modern economic policy
debates.

Roosevelt's legacy is arguably more transformative. The New Deal established the foundations of the modern
American welfare state, including Social Security and unemployment insurance, and profoundly expanded the
scope and power of the federal government. It redefined the social contract, creating an expectation that the
government would play an active role in ensuring economic stability and providing a safety net for its citizens.
The debates over the size and role of government that continue today are, in many ways, a direct continuation
of the policy battles fought and won during the New Deal era. The contrasting approaches of Hoover and
Roosevelt serve as a powerful case study in leadership, policy innovation, and the evolving relationship
between the state and its people during times of profound national crisis.

Q: What are the main differences in the economic philosophies of Hoover and
Roosevelt?
A: Herbert Hoover believed in limited government intervention, emphasizing voluntary cooperation and the power
of private enterprise to overcome economic challenges. He was hesitant to implement direct federal relief for
individuals. Franklin D. Roosevelt, conversely, believed in active government intervention to alleviate suffering,
stimulate the economy, and regulate markets, advocating for direct federal relief and large-scale public works
programs.



Q: What were some key legislative achievements of President Hoover during
the Great Depression?
A: President Hoover's administration saw the creation of the Reconstruction Finance Corporation (RFC) to
provide loans to businesses and financial institutions, as well as some support for public works projects. He
also signed the Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act.

Q: What were the "Three Rs" of Roosevelt's New Deal?
A: The "Three Rs" of Roosevelt's New Deal were Relief, Recovery, and Reform. Relief aimed to provide immediate
aid to the unemployed and impoverished, Recovery sought to restore the economy to normal levels, and Reform
aimed to implement measures to prevent future depressions.

Q: Can you list some of the most significant New Deal programs?
A: Some of the most significant New Deal programs include the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), the Works
Progress Administration (WPA), the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA), the Agricultural Adjustment Act
(AAA), and the Social Security Act.

Q: How did the public perception of Hoover differ from that of Roosevelt
during the Great Depression?
A: Public perception of President Hoover largely deteriorated as the Depression worsened, with many blaming him
for the economic crisis and viewing his policies as ineffective. "Hoovervilles" became a symbol of this discontent.
In contrast, Franklin D. Roosevelt was widely seen as a leader who offered hope and decisive action, earning him
broad public support and trust.

Q: Did the New Deal end the Great Depression?
A: Historians generally agree that the New Deal did not single-handedly end the Great Depression. While it
provided crucial relief and implemented significant reforms, many argue that the full economic recovery was
driven by the massive government spending and industrial mobilization associated with World War II.

Q: What is the lasting impact of the New Deal on American society?
A: The New Deal fundamentally reshaped the role of the federal government in American life. It established the
foundations of the modern welfare state with programs like Social Security and unemployment insurance,
created regulatory agencies like the SEC, and fostered an expectation that the government would play a role
in economic stability and social welfare.

Q: What were the main criticisms of Hoover's approach to the Depression?
A: The primary criticisms of Hoover's approach were that his policies were insufficient to address the magnitude
of the crisis, that he was too reluctant to provide direct federal relief to individuals, and that his belief in
voluntary cooperation and limited government intervention failed to stem the tide of economic collapse.

Q: In what ways did Roosevelt's policies represent a departure from
traditional American economic policy?
A: Roosevelt's policies represented a significant departure by embracing an expansive, interventionist role for



the federal government in managing the economy, providing social safety nets, and regulating private enterprise.
This contrasted sharply with the more laissez-faire approach that had largely dominated prior to the
Depression.
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