
homer laughlin china collectors association

homer laughlin china collectors association is a vital organization for enthusiasts and collectors of the iconic
dinnerware produced by the Homer Laughlin China Company. Founded in 1871, this American company
is renowned for its high-quality porcelain and ceramic products, particularly the famous Fiesta line. The
Homer Laughlin China Collectors Association (HLCCA) serves as a hub for collectors, offering resources,
events, and a community for those passionate about these beautiful pieces. In this article, we will explore
the history of the Homer Laughlin China Company, the purpose and benefits of the HLCCA, collecting tips,
and how to engage with the community of collectors.
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History of the Homer Laughlin China Company

The Homer Laughlin China Company has a rich history that dates back to its founding in 1871 in East
Liverpool, Ohio. The company was established by Homer Laughlin and his business partners, who aimed to
produce high-quality ceramic dinnerware. Over the years, the company evolved, experimenting with
various styles and techniques to meet consumer demands. By the early 20th century, Homer Laughlin
became known for its innovative and colorful dinnerware, most notably the Fiesta line introduced in 1936.

Fiesta dinnerware, characterized by its vibrant colors and Art Deco design, quickly gained popularity and
became a staple in American households. The success of Fiesta was instrumental in establishing Homer
Laughlin as a leading manufacturer of dinnerware. Throughout the decades, the company expanded its
product line, creating various other patterns and styles that appealed to different tastes and preferences.



Today, the Homer Laughlin China Company continues to produce dinnerware in a variety of styles,
maintaining its legacy as a prominent American ceramics manufacturer. Collectors value both vintage and
contemporary pieces, making Homer Laughlin China a beloved collectible among enthusiasts.

Overview of the Homer Laughlin China Collectors Association

The Homer Laughlin China Collectors Association (HLCCA) was formed to bring together collectors and
enthusiasts of Homer Laughlin China. The association serves as a platform for individuals to share their
passion for collecting and learning about the company’s products. Established in the late 20th century, the
HLCCA has grown into a robust community that offers a wealth of resources for both novice and
experienced collectors.

The HLCCA provides members with access to a variety of materials, including newsletters, reference
guides, and educational resources about Homer Laughlin China. The association also organizes events,
exhibitions, and conventions that allow collectors to meet, exchange ideas, and showcase their collections.
This community aspect is vital, as it fosters connections among collectors, enhancing their appreciation for
the art of collecting.

Benefits of Joining the HLCCA

Joining the Homer Laughlin China Collectors Association comes with numerous advantages that can enrich
the collecting experience. Members gain access to exclusive resources and networking opportunities,
which can significantly enhance their knowledge and appreciation of Homer Laughlin products.

Access to Exclusive Resources

One of the primary benefits of HLCCA membership is access to exclusive resources. Members receive:

Quarterly newsletters featuring articles on collecting, preservation, and historical insights.

Access to a comprehensive database of patterns, colors, and production dates.

Discounts on publications and merchandise related to Homer Laughlin China.



Networking Opportunities

Joining the HLCCA also opens doors to networking opportunities. Members can:

Connect with other collectors at events and conventions.

Participate in online forums and discussion groups.

Share their collections and stories with fellow enthusiasts.

Collecting Homer Laughlin China

Collecting Homer Laughlin China can be a rewarding and enjoyable hobby. However, it requires
knowledge and careful consideration to build a valuable collection. Here are some tips for collectors looking
to enhance their Homer Laughlin experience.

Research and Education

Understanding the different patterns, colors, and production techniques is essential for collectors.
Researching the history of Homer Laughlin China, familiarizing oneself with various patterns, and
learning to identify authentic pieces can significantly improve collecting efforts. Resources such as books,
online databases, and HLCCA publications are invaluable for this purpose.

Building a Collection

When starting a collection, consider the following approaches:

Focus on a specific pattern or color for a themed collection.

Look for limited editions or discontinued pieces that may appreciate in value.

Attend antique shows, flea markets, and estate sales to discover unique finds.



Preservation and Care

Proper care is crucial for maintaining the condition of collectible china. Here are some tips for preservation:

Store pieces in a safe, climate-controlled environment to prevent damage.

Use gentle cleaning methods, avoiding abrasive materials.

Display pieces securely to minimize the risk of breakage.

Community and Events

The HLCCA hosts various events throughout the year, fostering a sense of community among collectors.
These events include conventions, regional meetings, and exhibitions, providing platforms for sharing
knowledge, exploring collections, and meeting fellow enthusiasts.

Annual Convention

The HLCCA annual convention is a highlight for many members. This event typically features:

Workshops and presentations on collecting and preserving china.

A marketplace for buying, selling, and trading pieces.

Opportunities for members to showcase their collections.

Regional Gatherings

In addition to the annual convention, the HLCCA organizes regional gatherings, allowing members to



connect on a more local level. These gatherings often include:

Group discussions on collecting strategies and experiences.

Field trips to local antique shops or museums.

Networking opportunities to meet fellow collectors in the area.

Conclusion

The Homer Laughlin China Collectors Association plays a crucial role in the preservation and appreciation
of Homer Laughlin China. By joining the HLCCA, collectors gain access to a wealth of resources,
networking opportunities, and community events that enhance their collecting experience. Whether you
are a seasoned collector or new to the world of Homer Laughlin, the association provides the tools and
community support necessary to navigate this fascinating hobby. With its rich history and vibrant
community, the HLCCA continues to celebrate the artistry of Homer Laughlin China, ensuring its legacy
lives on for future generations.

Q: What is the purpose of the Homer Laughlin China Collectors
Association?
A: The purpose of the Homer Laughlin China Collectors Association is to connect collectors and enthusiasts
of Homer Laughlin China, providing resources, education, and a community for sharing knowledge and
passion for the collectible dinnerware.

Q: How can I become a member of the HLCCA?
A: To become a member of the HLCCA, interested individuals can visit the association's official website to
obtain membership forms and details on membership fees and benefits.

Q: What are some popular patterns of Homer Laughlin China?
A: Some popular patterns of Homer Laughlin China include Fiesta, Riviera, and Eggshell. These patterns
are well-known for their distinctive designs and vibrant colors, making them favorites among collectors.



Q: Are there any events specifically for Homer Laughlin China
collectors?
A: Yes, the HLCCA hosts various events, including an annual convention and regional gatherings, where
collectors can meet, share their collections, and participate in educational workshops.

Q: How should I care for my Homer Laughlin China pieces?
A: To care for your Homer Laughlin China, store it in a safe environment, clean it gently with non-
abrasive materials, and display pieces securely to prevent damage.

Q: Can I find Homer Laughlin China at antique stores?
A: Yes, many antique stores, flea markets, and estate sales often feature Homer Laughlin China. Collectors
frequently discover unique and vintage pieces at these locations.

Q: What is the significance of the Fiesta line in Homer Laughlin's
history?
A: The Fiesta line, introduced in 1936, is significant as it became one of Homer Laughlin's most iconic and
best-selling product lines, known for its vibrant colors and durable design, cementing the company's
reputation in American households.

Q: Is there a market for selling Homer Laughlin China?
A: Yes, there is a market for selling Homer Laughlin China, with collectors often buying, selling, and
trading pieces through various platforms, including online marketplaces and collector events.

Q: How can I learn about the value of my Homer Laughlin China?
A: To learn about the value of your Homer Laughlin China, you can consult reference books, engage with
other collectors, or seek appraisals from experts in the field. The HLCCA also provides resources that can
assist in determining value.
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