holy koran of the moorish science
temple of america

The Holy Koran of the Moorish Science Temple of America is a pivotal text that
serves as a spiritual guide and philosophical foundation for members of the Moorish Science
Temple of America (MSTA). Founded in the early 20th century by Noble Drew Ali, the
movement seeks to promote the understanding of the Islamic faith through the synthesis of
various religious and cultural elements. The Holy Koran, distinct from the Quran of
traditional Islam, is a unique compilation of teachings that reflects the beliefs and practices
of the Moorish community. This article explores the significance, structure, teachings, and
impact of the Holy Koran within the context of the MSTA.

Historical Context

The Emergence of the Moorish Science Temple of
America

The Moorish Science Temple of America was established in 1913 in Newark, New Jersey, by
Noble Drew Ali, who is considered the prophet and founder of the movement. The MSTA
arose during a time when African Americans were grappling with issues of identity, racial
discrimination, and spiritual dislocation following the end of slavery. Noble Drew Ali aimed
to empower African Americans by reconnecting them with their Moorish heritage and
providing a framework for spiritual and social upliftment.

The Role of the Holy Koran

The Holy Koran of the MSTA is not merely a religious text; it is also a cultural manifesto that
addresses the historical and spiritual identity of the Moorish people. Its teachings
encourage members to embrace their heritage, acknowledge their divine nature, and
pursue a path of enlightenment and self-realization. The text serves as a source of
guidance for personal behavior, moral conduct, and communal responsibility.

Structure and Content of the Holy Koran

The Holy Koran of the MSTA is organized into several chapters that cover a wide range of
topics, including theology, morality, history, and social justice. While the text draws
inspiration from various religious traditions, it emphasizes the unique historical experience
of African Americans.



Chapters Overview

1. Introduction to the Divine: This section outlines the concept of God as a universal force,
emphasizing the importance of recognizing the divine within oneself.

2. The Nature of Man: The text explores the duality of human existence, discussing both the
physical and spiritual aspects of being.

3. Moorish History: This chapter provides a historical account of the Moors, their
contributions to civilization, and their significance in the broader context of African and

Islamic history.

4. Moral Teachings: The text offers guidelines for ethical living, encouraging followers to
cultivate virtues such as honesty, love, and respect for others.

5. Social Justice: The Holy Koran addresses issues of inequality and injustice, urging
members to advocate for their rights and work towards the betterment of their

communities.

6. Spiritual Practices: Instructions for prayer, meditation, and community gatherings are
also included, highlighting the importance of collective worship and spiritual growth.

Philosophical Themes

The Holy Koran is rich in philosophical themes that reflect the core beliefs of the MSTA.
Some of these themes include:

- Unity of God: Emphasizing the oneness of God, the text encourages members to develop a
personal relationship with the divine.

- Self-Knowledge: The pursuit of self-awareness is a recurring motif, with teachings that
promote understanding one's purpose and potential.

- Cultural Identity: The text advocates for the reclamation of Moorish identity and heritage,
urging followers to take pride in their history.

- Empowerment: A significant focus is placed on empowering individuals and communities
to strive for justice and equality.

The Impact of the Holy Koran

Spiritual Growth and Community Building

The Holy Koran has played a crucial role in the spiritual development of MSTA members. Its



teachings foster a sense of belonging and community, enabling individuals to connect with
one another through shared beliefs and practices. Regular study sessions and discussions

centered around the text create opportunities for members to deepen their understanding
and commitment to the principles laid out by Noble Drew Ali.

Social and Political Activism

The teachings of the Holy Koran have also inspired social activism among MSTA members.
The emphasis on justice and equality resonates with the civil rights struggles of African
Americans. Many followers view the text as a call to action, motivating them to engage in
advocacy efforts that address systemic injustices and promote the welfare of their
communities.

Interfaith Dialogue

While the Holy Koran is unique to the MSTA, its teachings encourage respect for all religious
traditions. The emphasis on universal truths allows for interfaith dialogue and cooperation.
Members often engage with individuals from diverse backgrounds, fostering understanding
and collaboration in addressing common social issues.

Criticism and Controversies

Despite its significance, the Holy Koran of the MSTA has faced criticism and skepticism from
both Islamic scholars and other religious groups. Some critics argue that the text deviates
from traditional Islamic teachings, while others question the historical accuracy of the
claims made within its pages. Furthermore, the MSTA has been scrutinized for its racial and
nationalistic elements, which some view as exclusionary.

Navigating Criticism

In response to criticism, MSTA leaders emphasize the importance of understanding the
context in which the Holy Koran was written. They assert that the text serves a specific
purpose for its community and is intended to address the unique challenges faced by
African Americans. Additionally, the MSTA continues to engage in dialogue with critics,
seeking to clarify misconceptions and promote a deeper understanding of its beliefs.

Conclusion

The Holy Koran of the Moorish Science Temple of America stands as a significant text in the
landscape of American spirituality and religious practice. It encapsulates the hopes,
struggles, and aspirations of a community striving for identity and empowerment. Through



its teachings, the Holy Koran provides a framework for understanding one’s place in the
world, advocating for justice, and fostering spiritual growth. As the MSTA continues to
navigate the complexities of modern society, the Holy Koran remains a vital source of
inspiration and guidance for its members, empowering them to uphold their principles and
contribute positively to their communities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Holy Koran of the Moorish Science Temple
of America?

The Holy Koran of the Moorish Science Temple of America is a spiritual text that combines
elements of Islam, Christianity, and the teachings of the Prophet Noble Drew Ali, who
founded the movement in the early 20th century.

Who wrote the Holy Koran of the Moorish Science
Temple of America?

The Holy Koran was authored by Noble Drew Ali, the founder of the Moorish Science Temple
of America, and it was published in 1927.

What are the key teachings found in the Holy Koran of
the Moorish Science Temple?

Key teachings include the importance of self-identity, the understanding of one's heritage,
and the belief in a universal God. The text emphasizes the upliftment of the Moorish people
and the importance of following a moral and ethical lifestyle.

How does the Holy Koran of the Moorish Science
Temple relate to traditional Islam?

While it draws from Islamic teachings, the Holy Koran of the Moorish Science Temple is
unique in its emphasis on the identity of African Americans as Moors and includes elements
aimed at social and racial uplift.

What role does the Holy Koran play in the ceremonies
of the Moorish Science Temple?

The Holy Koran is central to the ceremonies and rituals of the Moorish Science Temple,
often recited in meetings, used in educational sessions, and serves as a guide for moral and
ethical living.

How is the Holy Koran of the Moorish Science Temple



different from the Quran of Islam?

The Holy Koran of the Moorish Science Temple differs in content, focus, and interpretation.
It is tailored to address the specific cultural and historical experiences of African Americans,
whereas the Quran is the holy book of Islam with universal teachings applicable to all
Muslims.

Can non-Moors read the Holy Koran of the Moorish
Science Temple?

Yes, the Holy Koran can be read by anyone interested in its teachings. However, its
messages are particularly aimed at those identifying as Moors and those seeking to
understand their heritage.

What impact has the Holy Koran of the Moorish Science
Temple had on the African American community?

The Holy Koran has played a significant role in promoting pride and identity among African
Americans, providing a framework for understanding their history and culture, and serving
as a source of empowerment and community organization.
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