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HOI4 Soviet Union Guide 2022: The Soviet Union is one of the most popular and complex nations to
play in Hearts of Iron IV (HOI4). With its vast resources, extensive manpower, and unique national
focus tree, the USSR provides a rich gameplay experience. In this guide, we will explore strategies,
national focuses, and tips to effectively lead the Soviet Union from the tumultuous interwar period
through World War II and beyond.

Understanding the Soviet Union in HOI4

The Soviet Union is a unique nation in HOI4, possessing distinct advantages and challenges. To
successfully navigate the complexities of leading the USSR, players must understand its historical
context, political landscape, and military capabilities.

Historical Context

The Soviet Union in 1936 is a nation recovering from the Russian Civil War, with a focus on
industrialization and militarization. Key historical events include:

- Stalin's Rise to Power: Joseph Stalin's leadership brought a focus on rapid industrialization through
the Five-Year Plans.
- Collectivization: Agricultural policies aimed at consolidating individual landholdings into collective
farms, which often led to famine.
- Purges: Stalin's Great Purge eliminated potential rivals and dissenters, impacting military leadership
and morale.

Political Landscape

The USSR starts as a Communist state, with several political options available:

- Communism: The dominant ideology, focused on expanding influence through support of communist
movements worldwide.
- Fascism: An option for players who wish to pursue a more aggressive foreign policy aligned with the
Axis powers.
- Democratic: A less common route, but possible through certain national focuses.

National Focus Tree Overview

The Soviet Union’s national focus tree is extensive and offers several paths for players to follow.
Understanding the branches of the focus tree is crucial for planning your strategy.



Main Branches of the Focus Tree

1. Industrial Focus: This branch enhances your economy and infrastructure.
- Five-Year Plans: Boosts factory output and resource production.
- Military Industrial Complex: Increases the number of military factories.

2. Military Focus: This branch focuses on military organization and technology.
- The Red Army Reorganization: Improves division organization and efficiency.
- Air Force Development: Enhances the capabilities of the Soviet Air Force.

3. Foreign Policy Focus: This allows for expansion and influence over neighboring countries.
- Comintern: Strengthens ties with other communist nations and spreads communism globally.
- The Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact: A non-aggression pact with Nazi Germany, allowing for territorial
expansion in Eastern Europe.

Key National Focuses to Prioritize

When playing the Soviet Union, certain national focuses should be prioritized:

- The First Five-Year Plan: Essential for boosting industrial output early in the game.
- The Great Purge: While it has drawbacks, it can be beneficial if handled correctly, leading to higher
national unity and military organization.
- Strengthening the Comintern: Helps establish a network of communist allies, which can be crucial in
later conflicts.

Military Strategy

The Soviet military is vast, but it requires careful management to be effective. Players must focus on
both army composition and production.

Army Composition and Division Templates

To effectively utilize the Soviet military, creating optimized division templates is key:

- Infantry Division: A standard template with:
- 7 Infantry Battalions
- 2 Artillery Battalions
- Support Companies (e.g., Engineers, Recon)

- Armor Division: A mobile and powerful template with:
- 3 Medium Tank Battalions
- 5 Motorized Infantry Battalions
- 2 Self-Propelled Artillery Battalions



- Specialized Divisions: Consider creating mountain and paratrooper divisions for specific terrain
advantages.

Production Management

Efficient production management is vital for maintaining a strong military:

- Focus on Equipment: Prioritize infantry equipment, artillery, and tanks. The Soviet Union should aim
to produce:
- Infantry Equipment: Ensure a steady supply for all divisions.
- Tanks: Medium tanks should be the primary focus, as they offer a balance between cost and
effectiveness.

- Air Force Production: Invest in fighters and close air support to gain air superiority and support
ground operations.

Diplomatic Strategy

Navigating the diplomatic landscape is crucial for the Soviet Union. Depending on your chosen path,
different strategies will be required.

Comintern vs. Axis

- Comintern Strategy: If pursuing a communist path, focus on:
- Supporting Communist Movements: Intervene in Spain and other countries to support communist
factions.
- Expand Influence: Use focus trees to influence Eastern European nations.

- Axis Strategy: If opting for a fascist route, consider:
- Aligning with Germany: Early non-aggression pacts can secure your western flank.
- Aggressive Expansion: Focus on Eastern Europe and the Balkans for territorial gains.

Managing Relations with Neighboring Countries

- Poland: Consider reclaiming territory through focus trees or military action.
- Finland: The Winter War is a significant event; prepare your military for a swift victory.
- Baltic States: Influence or annex these nations early to secure a buffer against Germany.

Late Game Strategies

As the war progresses, adapting to new challenges is essential. The Soviet Union can face threats



from both Axis and Allied powers.

Preparing for the German Invasion

- Fortify the Border: Build forts along the western borders and deploy troops strategically.
- Scorched Earth Policy: If invaded, use this tactic to deny resources to the enemy by destroying
infrastructure.

Post-War Planning

- Influence Europe: After defeating the Axis, focus on spreading communism in Europe through
political means or military intervention.
- Rebuilding: Invest in rebuilding your economy and military to prepare for potential conflicts with the
Allies.

Conclusion

The HOI4 Soviet Union Guide 2022 offers players a comprehensive overview of the strategies and
mechanics needed to succeed as the USSR. By understanding the national focus tree, managing
military production, and navigating diplomacy, players can lead the Soviet Union to victory in a
variety of scenarios. Whether aiming for communist domination or exploring alternate paths, the
Soviet Union remains one of the most engaging nations to play in Hearts of Iron IV. Embrace the
challenges, adapt your strategies, and carve your path through history!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best initial focus for the Soviet Union in HOI4
2022?
The best initial focus is 'The Great Purge' to remove political enemies and strengthen your military
leadership.

How should I manage my factories as the Soviet Union in HOI4
2022?
Focus on balancing your production between military factories and civilian factories, prioritizing
military production as you prepare for war.

What strategies can I use to counter Germany's invasion in



HOI4 2022?
Utilize a strong defensive line, focus on building fortifications along key fronts, and consider delaying
conflict by focusing on building a strong military.

Which national focuses should I prioritize after 'The Great
Purge'?
Prioritize focuses that strengthen your industry, such as 'Five-Year Plan' and 'Industrial Effort', to
boost your resource production.

How can I effectively use Soviet tanks in HOI4 2022?
Utilize massed tank divisions with motorized infantry support to create breakthrough points in enemy
lines and exploit them.

What is the recommended research path for the Soviet Union
in HOI4 2022?
Focus on land doctrine, tank technologies, and industrial technologies to enhance your combat
effectiveness and production capacity.

How do I manage my political power effectively in HOI4 2022
as the Soviet Union?
Spend political power on essential focuses and national decisions, while saving some for crucial
elections and purges.

What is the most effective way to deal with dissent and
resistance in occupied territories?
Deploy garrison divisions with support companies to handle resistance and use local police forces to
maintain order.

Is it worth pursuing a communist revolution in other countries
as the Soviet Union in HOI4 2022?
Yes, spreading communism can strengthen your position globally and secure allies, but be cautious of
the diplomatic repercussions.
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