
hitty her first hundred years
Hitty: Her First Hundred Years is a beloved children's book written by Rachel Field and
published in 1929. This enchanting tale tells the story of a wooden doll named Hitty, who
experiences an incredible journey filled with adventure, friendship, and the passage of
time. Through her experiences, Hitty not only captures the hearts of her young readers but
also serves as a poignant reminder of the enduring nature of love and companionship. In
this article, we will explore the themes, characters, and historical context of Hitty's
adventures, delving into what makes this book a classic in children's literature.

Overview of Hitty's Journey

Hitty’s story begins in Maine, where she is carved from a piece of wood by a skilled
craftsman. From the outset, we learn that Hitty is no ordinary doll. She possesses a unique
personality and a curious spirit, which leads her to embark on numerous adventures over
the course of her life. The narrative unfolds through Hitty's eyes, allowing readers to
experience her joys and sorrows as she navigates the world around her.

The Origin of Hitty

- Creation: Hitty is carved by a young girl named Missy, who soon grows fond of her. This
initial bond sets the stage for the emotional journeys that follow.
- Material: Made from a piece of old wood, Hitty is painted and dressed, giving her a distinct
personality that resonates with children.
- Symbolism: Hitty's wooden nature symbolizes the resilience and durability of childhood
memories. As she travels through the years, she becomes a vessel for the experiences of
the children who own her.

Thematic Exploration

Hitty: Her First Hundred Years touches upon several key themes that resonate with both
children and adults.

Adventure and Exploration

- Travel: Hitty’s adventures take her across various landscapes, from rural Maine to bustling
cities. Each setting introduces new characters and experiences that shape her identity.
- Curiosity: Hitty embodies the spirit of curiosity and exploration, encouraging readers to
embrace the world around them.



Friendship and Love

- Bonds: Throughout her journey, Hitty forms bonds with various children and adults, each
leaving a mark on her heart.
- Enduring Connections: The relationships Hitty cultivates emphasize the importance of love
and companionship, which can transcend time and distance.

Change and Resilience

- Time Passage: As Hitty experiences the passage of time, readers witness how she adapts
to changing circumstances and environments.
- Durability: Hitty’s ability to endure hardships reflects the resilience of the human spirit
and the importance of holding on to cherished memories.

Character Analysis

Hitty's journey is enriched by a cast of supporting characters, each contributing to her
growth and development.

Missy

- Creator: Missy, the young girl who carves Hitty, represents the innocence of childhood and
the creativity that comes with it.
- Impact: Her love for Hitty sets the foundation for the doll’s adventures and illustrates the
deep bond between a child and their toy.

Other Owners

- Diverse Experiences: Throughout her journey, Hitty is passed from one owner to another,
each bringing different perspectives and experiences.
- Lessons Learned: Each child teaches Hitty valuable lessons about life, love, and loss,
enriching her understanding of the world.

Historical Context

Understanding the historical background of Hitty: Her First Hundred Years offers deeper
insight into its themes and characters.



The 1920s Era

- Cultural Changes: The 1920s marked a significant shift in American society, with changes
in gender roles, family dynamics, and technology.
- Childhood Representation: The book captures the essence of childhood during this time,
reflecting the joys and challenges faced by children in a rapidly changing world.

Literary Significance

- Award-Winning: Hitty won the Newbery Medal in 1930, solidifying its place in children’s
literature.
- Influence: The book has inspired countless adaptations and has remained a staple in
schools and libraries for generations.

Hitty's Legacy

The impact of Hitty: Her First Hundred Years extends beyond its pages, influencing readers
and writers alike.

Adaptations

- Stage Plays: Hitty’s story has been adapted into various stage plays, bringing her
adventures to life for new audiences.
- Illustrations and Merchandise: The book has inspired a range of illustrations, dolls, and
merchandise, keeping Hitty’s spirit alive in popular culture.

Continued Relevance

- Timeless Themes: The themes of adventure, friendship, and resilience continue to
resonate with readers today, making Hitty a relevant figure in modern literature.
- Educational Value: The book is often included in educational curricula, teaching children
about history, creativity, and the importance of storytelling.

Conclusion

Hitty: Her First Hundred Years is more than just a children's book; it is a celebration of
childhood, resilience, and the enduring nature of love. Through Hitty’s adventures, readers
are reminded of the beauty in exploration and the importance of relationships, making this
timeless story a cherished classic. As we turn the pages of Hitty's life, we are not only
entertained but also enlightened, learning valuable lessons that resonate across



generations. The story of Hitty serves as a powerful reminder that every object, no matter
how simple, can hold profound memories and experiences, and that the spirit of adventure
is always worth embracing.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Hitty: Her First Hundred
Years'?
The main theme of 'Hitty: Her First Hundred Years' revolves around the adventures and
experiences of a wooden doll named Hitty, exploring themes of identity, change, and the
passage of time through her interactions with various owners and the world around her.

Who is the author of 'Hitty: Her First Hundred Years'?
'Hitty: Her First Hundred Years' was written by Rachel Field and was first published in 1929.
It won the Newbery Medal in 1930.

How does Hitty's perspective on the world change
throughout the book?
Hitty's perspective evolves as she encounters different characters and settings, reflecting
the changes in society and culture over her century-long journey, allowing her to gain a
deeper understanding of human emotions and relationships.

What role does the setting play in 'Hitty: Her First
Hundred Years'?
The setting plays a crucial role as it not only frames Hitty's adventures across various
locations, including rural Maine and urban environments, but also highlights historical
contexts and social issues of the time, contributing to the richness of her story.

Why is 'Hitty: Her First Hundred Years' considered a
classic in children's literature?
'Hitty: Her First Hundred Years' is considered a classic due to its engaging narrative style,
imaginative storytelling, and the way it addresses complex themes such as resilience,
loyalty, and the importance of memory, making it relatable and thought-provoking for both
children and adults.

What impact has 'Hitty: Her First Hundred Years' had on
doll culture and collections?
'Hitty: Her First Hundred Years' has had a significant impact on doll culture, inspiring
collectors and creators to appreciate and create dolls with rich backstories, as well as



fostering a sense of nostalgia and connection to the past through the timeless character of
Hitty.
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