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Hitler 1889-1936 Hubris

Adolf Hitler, born in 1889 in Braunau am Inn, Austria, would rise to become
one of history's most infamous figures. His journey from a struggling artist
to the Fihrer of Nazi Germany was marked by an overwhelming sense of hubris—a
belief in his own superiority and an unshakeable confidence in his vision for
the world. This article delves into the early life of Hitler, his rise to
power, and the implications of his hubris from 1889 to 1936, ultimately
leading to the catastrophic outcomes of his policies.

Early Life and Influences

Hitler's early life was characterized by a tumultuous relationship with his
father and a close bond with his mother. These relationships, along with his
passion for art, shaped his personality and ambition.

Childhood and Family Dynamics

— Father's Influence: Alois Hitler was a stern, authoritarian figure who
imposed strict discipline on young Adolf. Hitler often felt stifled by his
father's ambitions for him to pursue a career in the civil service.

— Mother's Role: Klara Hitler, on the other hand, was nurturing and
supportive. After her death, which deeply affected him, Hitler's worldview
began to shift dramatically.

Artistic Aspirations and Rejection

In his adolescent years, Hitler dreamed of becoming an artist. He applied to
the Academy of Fine Arts in Vienna but was rejected twice. This failure
fueled his resentment towards the artistic community and society at large.
The rejection played a pivotal role in the development of his hubris, as he
began to see himself as a misunderstood genius, destined for greater things.

Political Awakening and Ideological Formation

Hitler's move to Munich in 1913 marked the beginning of his political
awakening. His experiences during World War I further shaped his ideology and
sense of destiny.

The Impact of World War I

— Military Service: Hitler served as a soldier during WWI and was awarded the
Iron Cross for bravery. The war solidified his nationalistic and militaristic
beliefs.

— Post-War Disillusionment: The Treaty of Versailles in 1919, which imposed



harsh penalties on Germany, incited his anger. He blamed Jews and communists
for Germany’s humiliation, laying the groundwork for his extremist views.

Formation of the Nazi Party

In 1920, Hitler joined the German Workers' Party, which later became the
National Socialist German Workers' Party (NSDAP). His oratory skills and
charismatic personality quickly propelled him to leadership.

— The Beer Hall Putsch: In 1923, Hitler attempted a coup in Munich—a failure
that led to his imprisonment. During this time, he penned "Mein Kampf,"
articulating his ideology, including anti-Semitism and Aryan supremacy. His
writings revealed a man deeply entrenched in his beliefs, reflecting his
growing hubris.

Path to Power

The 1930s marked a significant turning point in Hitler's political career as
he capitalized on Germany's economic hardships, leading to his ascent to
power.

The Great Depression and Its Effects

The global economic crisis of 1929 devastated Germany, creating widespread
unemployment and discontent. Hitler exploited this turmoil, promising
national rejuvenation and economic stability.

- Propaganda and Rhetoric: Hitler's mastery of propaganda played a crucial
role in his rise. He portrayed himself as Germany's savior, manipulating
public sentiment to garner support.

— Election Victories: In the early 1930s, the NSDAP became the largest party
in the Reichstag, leading to Hitler being appointed Chancellor in January
1933.

Consolidation of Power

Once in power, Hitler moved swiftly to eliminate political opposition.

1. Reichstag Fire: The fire in February 1933 allowed him to push through the
Reichstag Fire Decree, suspending civil liberties and enabling the arrest of
communists.

2. Enabling Act: Passed in March 1933, this act gave Hitler the authority to
enact laws without parliamentary consent, effectively establishing a legal
dictatorship.

The rapid consolidation of power showcased Hitler's hubris—his belief that he
could reshape Germany and the world according to his wvision without
opposition.



Ideological Expansion and Militarization

By the mid-1930s, Hitler's ambition expanded beyond Germany'’s borders. His
hubris fueled an aggressive foreign policy aimed at territorial expansion.

Rearmament and Expansionism

— Violation of the Treaty of Versailles: Hitler's rearmament efforts were a
direct challenge to the post-World War I order. He publicly renounced the
treaty, focusing on rebuilding the military strength of Germany.

- Annexation Strategies: The remilitarization of the Rhineland in 1936 was a
bold move that indicated Hitler's belief that he could defy international
norms without facing consequences.

Hubris in Foreign Relations

Hitler's confidence extended to his interactions with other nations. He
underestimated the resolve of countries like France and Britain, believing
that they would not intervene in his aggressive expansion plans.

— Munich Agreement: In 1938, Hitler's demands for the Sudetenland led to the
Munich Agreement, where Britain and France conceded in hopes of avoiding war.

This act of appeasement only emboldened him further, solidifying his belief
that he was invincible.

Consequences of Hubris

The hubris that characterized Hitler's leadership had dire consequences, not
only for Germany but for the entire world.

Human Cost



