
historys greatest heists where to watch
History's greatest heists have captivated the imagination of many, inspiring countless films,
documentaries, and books. These daring thefts often involved meticulous planning, audacious
execution, and sometimes, an unexpected twist of fate. From art thefts to bank robberies, the stories
behind these heists reveal not only the cunning of the thieves but also the vulnerabilities within the
systems meant to protect valuable assets. In this article, we will explore some of the most notorious
heists in history, where to watch related content, and the impact these heists have had on society
and culture.

Notable Heists in History

Throughout history, several heists have stood out due to their scale, planning, and execution. Here
are a few of the most infamous:

1. The Great Train Robbery (1963)

- Location: England
- Amount Stolen: £2.6 million (equivalent to about £53 million today)
- Overview: A gang of robbers meticulously planned and executed a heist on a Royal Mail train
carrying cash. They managed to stop the train by using a fake signal, and after overpowering the
crew, they made off with the money. The robbers were eventually caught, but the audacity of the
heist has made it legendary.

2. The Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum Heist (1990)

- Location: Boston, Massachusetts, USA
- Amount Stolen: $500 million worth of art
- Overview: Two men dressed as police officers gained entry to the museum and tied up the guards.
They stole 13 pieces of art, including works by Vermeer and Rembrandt. The case remains unsolved,
making it one of the largest unsolved heists in history.

3. The Banco Central Heist (2005)

- Location: Fortaleza, Brazil
- Amount Stolen: $70 million
- Overview: The robbers dug a tunnel from a rented house to the Banco Central, allowing them to
access the vault. They executed the heist with military precision, but many of the thieves were later
captured, and most of the money was never recovered.



4. The Hatton Garden Safe Deposit Burglary (2015)

- Location: London, England
- Amount Stolen: £14 million
- Overview: A group of elderly thieves broke into a safe deposit box company over the Easter
weekend. They drilled through a two-meter-thick concrete wall and stole cash, jewelry, and other
valuables. The heist shocked the nation due to the age of the perpetrators, many of whom were in
their seventies.

5. The Lufthansa Heist (1978)

- Location: New York City, USA
- Amount Stolen: $5 million in cash and nearly $875,000 in jewelry
- Overview: This infamous heist was immortalized in the film "Goodfellas." A group associated with the
Lucchese crime family managed to steal millions from a cargo building at JFK Airport. While several
individuals were arrested, the majority of the money was never recovered.

Where to Watch Documentaries and Movies

If you're intrigued by these legendary heists, there are numerous films, documentaries, and series
that delve into the details, offering a closer look at the planning, execution, and aftermath of these
audacious thefts. Here’s a list of must-watch content:

1. Documentaries

- "This Is a Robbery: The World's Biggest Art Heist" (2021)
Platform: Netflix
Overview: This docuseries examines the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum Heist in detail, exploring
the events leading up to the robbery and the ongoing investigation.

- "The Great Train Robbery" (2013)
Platform: BBC iPlayer
Overview: A dramatized retelling of the infamous Great Train Robbery, featuring the meticulous
planning and execution of the heist.

- "The Great British Robbery: The Hatton Garden Heist" (2017)
Platform: Amazon Prime Video
Overview: This documentary dives into the planning and execution of the Hatton Garden heist,
providing insight into the lives of the elderly thieves.

2. Movies



- "Ocean's Eleven" (2001)
Platform: Various streaming services
Overview: A stylish remake of the 1960 film, this heist film follows a group of thieves as they plan to
rob three Las Vegas casinos simultaneously.

- "Goodfellas" (1990)
Platform: Various streaming services
Overview: This classic crime film features the story of the Lufthansa Heist and offers a glimpse into
the world of organized crime in New York.

- "The Italian Job" (2003)
Platform: Various streaming services
Overview: A fun heist movie about a team of thieves who plan to steal gold bullion from a safe in
Venice, featuring thrilling car chases and clever planning.

3. TV Series

- "Money Heist" (La Casa de Papel) (2017 - 2021)
Platform: Netflix
Overview: This Spanish series follows a group of robbers who execute a meticulously planned heist on
the Royal Mint of Spain. It has garnered a massive following for its intricate plot and character
development.

- "Heist" (2006)
Platform: Various streaming services
Overview: A reality-based series that recounts various heists using first-person accounts from the
thieves, law enforcement, and victims.

- "Inside Man" (2015)
Platform: Various streaming services
Overview: This series offers a look at some of history's greatest heists from the inside, featuring
interviews with those involved and experts in the field.

The Impact of Heists on Society

Heists often have far-reaching implications beyond the immediate loss of property. These events can
influence laws, security measures, and public perception. Here are some of the impacts:

- Increased Security Measures:
Following major heists, organizations and institutions often reassess their security protocols. For
instance, after the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum heist, many museums globally enhanced their
security systems and surveillance technologies.

- Legislative Changes:
High-profile heists can lead to changes in laws regarding security and crime prevention. For example,
in the aftermath of the Banco Central heist, Brazilian authorities increased scrutiny on bank security
measures.



- Cultural Fascination:
Heists capture the public’s imagination, leading to a plethora of media portrayals. Filmmakers,
authors, and content creators are drawn to the drama and intrigue surrounding these stories,
ensuring that they remain a part of cultural discussions for years to come.

- Economic Impact:
Beyond the immediate financial loss, significant heists can affect local economies, particularly in
cases where businesses suffer due to perceived insecurity. The Hatton Garden heist, for instance,
raised concerns about the safety of financial institutions in the UK.

Conclusion

History's greatest heists not only tell thrilling stories of audacity and cunning but also serve as
reminders of the vulnerabilities in our systems. They challenge our perceptions of crime and morality
and continue to inspire a wide array of media. With a plethora of documentaries, movies, and series
available to watch, audiences can delve deeper into these fascinating tales of theft and intrigue.
Whether you’re a true crime enthusiast or simply enjoy a good story, the world of heists offers
something for everyone. So grab your popcorn, settle in, and enjoy exploring the audacious world of
heists through the lens of film and television.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the most famous heists covered in
documentaries?
Some of the most famous heists covered in documentaries include the Great Train Robbery, the
Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum heist, and the Lufthansa heist, which can be found in various true
crime and history documentary series.

Are there any popular TV shows that focus on historical
heists?
Yes, shows like 'Money Heist' and 'Heist: The Great Robbery of Brazil' dramatize historical heists,
while series like 'Inside Man' and 'The Great Heists' provide a more documentary-style look into these
events.

Where can I find a comprehensive documentary series on
heists?
Platforms like Netflix and Amazon Prime Video offer comprehensive documentary series on heists,
such as 'This Is a Robbery' on Netflix and 'American Greed' on Hulu, which covers various heists and
scams.



What streaming services have movies based on historical
heists?
Streaming services such as Netflix, HBO Max, and Hulu feature movies based on historical heists,
including 'The Great Train Robbery,' 'Ocean's Eleven,' and 'The Italian Job.'

Are there any recent heist documentaries that have gained
popularity?
Yes, recent documentaries like 'Heist: The Great Robbery of Brazil' and 'This Is a Robbery' have
gained popularity for their gripping storytelling and detailed exploration of infamous heists.

What is a highly recommended film about a historical heist?
A highly recommended film about a historical heist is 'The Bank Job,' which is based on the true story
of a 1971 bank robbery in London, and is available for streaming on several platforms.
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