
history of wichita falls
History of Wichita Falls is a captivating tale that encapsulates the growth
and transformation of a vibrant city located in North Texas. Founded in the
late 19th century, Wichita Falls has evolved from a humble settlement into a
thriving urban center. The city's rich history is marked by significant
events, cultural shifts, and economic developments that have shaped its
identity. This article will explore the origins of Wichita Falls, its key
historical milestones, and its evolution into the modern city we see today.

Origins of Wichita Falls

Wichita Falls traces its roots back to the late 1800s when it was primarily
inhabited by Native American tribes, including the Wichita and Comanche. The
area was known for its natural springs and waterfalls, which attracted
settlers looking to establish new lives in Texas.

Early Settlement

The first European settlers arrived in the area in the 1850s. Here are some
key points about the early settlement:

In 1858, a trading post was established, serving as a point of exchange
for goods between settlers and Native Americans.

The discovery of natural springs in the region led to the establishment
of a small community.

In 1876, the arrival of the Fort Worth and Denver City Railway further
fueled growth and attracted more settlers.

Incorporation and Growth

Wichita Falls was officially incorporated as a city in 1882. This marked a
significant turning point in its history, as it began to develop into a
bustling community.



Economic Development

During the late 19th and early 20th centuries, Wichita Falls experienced
rapid economic growth driven by various industries, including:

Agriculture: Wheat and cotton farming became significant contributors to
the local economy.

Oil: The discovery of oil in the region in the 1910s solidified Wichita
Falls as an important player in the Texas oil boom.

Railroads: The expansion of railroads facilitated trade and
transportation, connecting Wichita Falls to larger markets.

Major Landmarks and Infrastructure

Several notable landmarks and infrastructures were established during this
period, shaping the city’s identity:

- The Wichita Falls Museum of Art: Founded in 1936, this museum houses a
collection of American art and serves as a cultural hub for the community.
- The Kell House: Built in 1909 for prominent local businessman Frank Kell,
this historic home is now a museum that showcases the city's early history.

Challenges and Resilience

Despite its growth, Wichita Falls faced several challenges throughout the
20th century, including natural disasters and economic downturns.

Natural Disasters

Wichita Falls has been affected by a series of natural disasters, including:

- The 1931 Flood: One of the most devastating floods in the city's history,
it resulted in significant property damage and loss of life.
- Tornadoes: The city has experienced several tornadoes, including a
particularly destructive one in 1979 that caused widespread destruction.



Economic Challenges

The oil crisis of the 1980s significantly impacted the local economy, leading
to job losses and a decline in population. However, the city demonstrated
resilience and adaptability:

- Diversification of the Economy: Efforts were made to diversify the economic
base, focusing on healthcare, education, and manufacturing.
- Community Development Initiatives: Local leaders launched initiatives to
revitalize downtown Wichita Falls and attract new businesses.

Modern Era and Cultural Significance

As Wichita Falls entered the 21st century, it embraced modernization while
honoring its historical roots. The city became known for its rich cultural
scene and community events.

Cultural Attractions

Today, Wichita Falls is home to a variety of cultural attractions and events:

- The Wichita Falls Symphony Orchestra: Established in 1946, the symphony
hosts concerts and events that enhance the city’s cultural landscape.
- The Texas Cowboy Hall of Fame: This museum celebrates the heritage of
cowboys and ranching in Texas, showcasing artifacts and stories from the
West.

Annual Events and Festivals

Wichita Falls hosts several annual events that bring the community together
and celebrate its history:

- The Hotter’N Hell Hundred: One of the largest cycling events in the United
States, this race attracts thousands of participants from around the country.
- The Wichita Falls Arts Festival: This annual festival showcases local
artists and performers, fostering a sense of community and appreciation for
the arts.

Education and Community Services

Education has always been a priority for the residents of Wichita Falls. The
city is served by several school districts and higher education institutions.



Higher Education Institutions

- Midwestern State University: Founded in 1922, this institution offers a
wide range of undergraduate and graduate programs, contributing to the local
workforce and economy.
- Vernon College: With a campus in Wichita Falls, Vernon College provides
vocational training and educational opportunities for residents.

Community Services and Support

Wichita Falls has a robust network of community services that support its
residents:

- Healthcare Facilities: The city is home to several hospitals and clinics,
ensuring access to quality healthcare for its inhabitants.
- Social Services: Various organizations provide support for those in need,
including food banks, shelters, and counseling services.

Conclusion

The history of Wichita Falls is a testament to the resilience and
determination of its residents. From its humble beginnings as a trading post
to its current status as a vibrant city, Wichita Falls has undergone
significant changes while maintaining its unique identity. As it continues to
grow and adapt, the city remains a cherished part of Texas’s rich history,
offering a blend of cultural attractions, educational opportunities, and
community spirit. The future of Wichita Falls looks bright, with its heritage
serving as a foundation for continued progress and development.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year was Wichita Falls founded?
Wichita Falls was founded in 1882.

What significant event in Wichita Falls history
occurred in 1901?
In 1901, the discovery of oil in the area led to a major economic boom.

How did the construction of railroads impact Wichita



Falls?
The construction of railroads in the late 19th century helped Wichita Falls
grow as a trade center and attracted more settlers.

What is the significance of the Wichita Falls
'Falls'?
The 'Falls' in Wichita Falls refers to a waterfall on the Wichita River that
inspired the city's name and became a local landmark.

What role did World War II play in the development
of Wichita Falls?
World War II brought military installations to Wichita Falls, which boosted
the local economy and population.

What notable cultural institutions were established
in Wichita Falls?
Wichita Falls is home to cultural institutions such as the Wichita Falls
Museum of Art and the Wichita Falls Symphony Orchestra.

How has Wichita Falls' economy evolved over the
years?
Wichita Falls' economy has evolved from agriculture and oil to include
manufacturing, healthcare, and tourism.

What natural disaster significantly affected Wichita
Falls in the 20th century?
The 1976 flood caused extensive damage to the city and led to significant
changes in urban planning and flood control measures.
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