
history of war eagle auburn

History of War Eagle Auburn is a fascinating narrative that intertwines tradition, loyalty, and the spirit of

one of the most spirited college football programs in the United States. The War Eagle battle cry is

more than just an exclamation; it embodies the pride and history of Auburn University's athletic teams,

especially the football program. This article will explore the origins of the War Eagle tradition, its

evolution, and its significance to the Auburn community.

The Origins of War Eagle

The War Eagle tradition at Auburn University dates back to the late 19th century. The story begins with

a Civil War veteran and a unique eagle.

The First War Eagle

1. The Legend of the Eagle: The first War Eagle was a live eagle named "Tiger" that was presented to

Auburn by a student after World War I. The eagle was used as a mascot during football games and

quickly became a symbol of the university.

2. The Inspiration: The use of the eagle as a symbol is believed to have been inspired by the

university's military roots and ties to the American South's culture of bravery and resilience.

The First War Eagle Game

The first recorded instance of the War Eagle battle cry being used in a football game occurred in 1896.

Auburn faced off against the University of Georgia, and from that day forward, the battle cry became

synonymous with Auburn football.



The Evolution of the War Eagle Tradition

As the years passed, the War Eagle tradition continued to evolve, gaining more significance and

becoming an integral part of Auburn's identity.

The Live Eagles

Over the years, Auburn has had several live eagles serve as the official mascot.

- War Eagle I: The first official War Eagle was born in 1930. He was a success, soaring over the

crowd during games and capturing the hearts of fans.

- War Eagle II through VI: Each subsequent eagle has had its own story and legacy, continuing the

tradition. War Eagle VI, in particular, was noted for his remarkable ability to fly around Jordan-Hare

Stadium, thrilling fans.

The War Eagle Battle Cry

The War Eagle battle cry has become a rallying call for Auburn fans.

- Origin of the Cry: The phrase "War Eagle" is shouted during various sporting events, especially

during football games, often accompanied by the sight of the eagle soaring above the crowd.

- Tradition of the Cry: The cry not only serves to motivate the team but also strengthens the bond

between the players and the fans. It is a moment of unity and pride, encapsulating the spirit of Auburn.

The Significance of War Eagle to Auburn University



The War Eagle tradition holds deep meaning for the Auburn community and is a symbol of the

university's values and culture.

Symbol of Unity

- Community Bond: The War Eagle tradition unites students, alumni, and fans, creating a sense of

belonging and pride. It transcends generations as families pass down the love for Auburn football and

the War Eagle spirit.

- Rivalry and Sportsmanship: The War Eagle battle cry and tradition foster a sense of friendly rivalry

with other universities, particularly the University of Alabama, making their matchups even more

thrilling.

Impact on Auburn Culture

- Inspiration for Students: The War Eagle tradition inspires students to embrace the university's core

values of hard work, perseverance, and determination. It serves as a reminder to uphold the legacy of

those who came before them.

- Tradition of Excellence: Auburn’s commitment to excellence in athletics and academics is embodied

in the War Eagle tradition, encouraging students and athletes to strive for greatness.

Modern-Day War Eagle

The War Eagle tradition has adapted to modern times, continuing to thrive within the ever-evolving

landscape of college athletics.



Social Media and War Eagle

- Digital Presence: The War Eagle spirit has found a new platform in social media, where fans share

their pride and enthusiasm for Auburn. Hashtags like WarEagle and AuburnFamily bring fans together

online, fostering community even from afar.

- Virtual Engagements: During the COVID-19 pandemic, the Auburn community found new ways to

engage with the War Eagle tradition, participating in virtual celebrations and events to keep the spirit

alive.

Continuing the Legacy

- Future Generations: As Auburn University continues to expand and evolve, the War Eagle tradition

remains steadfast. New generations of students and fans are educated about the history and

significance of War Eagle, ensuring its legacy endures.

- Commitment to Tradition: The university's commitment to maintaining the War Eagle tradition is

evident in its careful selection of live mascots and the ongoing participation of alumni in events

celebrating Auburn’s heritage.

Conclusion

The history of War Eagle Auburn is a rich tapestry woven from tradition, pride, and community spirit.

From its origins with the first live eagle to its status as a cherished symbol of Auburn University, the

War Eagle tradition reflects the heart and soul of the university. As Auburn continues to grow and

thrive, so too will the legacy of War Eagle, inspiring future generations to embrace the spirit of

courage, resilience, and unity that it represents. Whether at a football game or in the hearts of fans

around the world, War Eagle will always soar high, symbolizing the enduring spirit of Auburn

University.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the War Eagle mascot at Auburn University?

The War Eagle mascot at Auburn University originated from a live eagle that was used during football

games in the early 20th century. The tradition began in 1892 when a student brought an eagle to a

game, and it has since evolved into an iconic symbol of the university.

How did the War Eagle battle cry become associated with Auburn

sports?

The War Eagle battle cry became associated with Auburn sports in the early 1900s. It was used by

fans to rally support for the football team, and its popularity led to it being adopted as a key part of

Auburn's identity during games.

What are the different live eagles named War Eagle that have

represented Auburn?

Several live eagles have represented Auburn University under the name War Eagle, including War

Eagle I, who was the first to be officially recognized in 1930, and War Eagle VII, who served from

2002 until 2016. Each eagle has its own unique story and contributions to the tradition.

What role does the War Eagle play in Auburn football games?

During Auburn football games, the War Eagle is released to fly around the stadium before kick-off,

symbolizing the spirit and pride of the university. This tradition energizes the crowd and is a significant

part of the game day experience.

Has the War Eagle mascot ever faced controversy?

Yes, the War Eagle mascot has faced controversy, particularly regarding the treatment and care of the

live eagles. Animal rights activists have raised concerns about the captivity and conditions of the



mascots, leading to discussions about the ethics of using live animals in sports.

What is the significance of the War Eagle to Auburn's identity?

The War Eagle is a central part of Auburn's identity, representing the university's spirit, pride, and

resilience. It embodies the collective memory and tradition of the fans and alumni, making it a

cherished symbol of community and loyalty.

How has the War Eagle tradition evolved over the years?

The War Eagle tradition has evolved from a simple mascot used at games to a multifaceted symbol of

Auburn University, incorporating various elements such as the live eagle, the battle cry, and a strong

presence in the community, including parades and events beyond football.
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