history of uniontown pa

Uniontown, PA, is a city steeped in history, situated in Fayette County in southwestern
Pennsylvania. Known for its rich heritage and beautiful landscapes, Uniontown has played a crucial
role in the development of the region. This article will explore the history of Uniontown, from its early
beginnings to its present-day status, highlighting key events, notable figures, and the cultural
significance of the area.

Early Beginnings

Uniontown's origins can be traced back to the late 18th century. The area was originally inhabited by
indigenous tribes, including the Shawnee and Iroquois. European settlers began arriving in the region
during the 1760s, drawn by the promise of fertile land and abundant resources.

The Founding of Uniontown

Uniontown was officially founded in 1776. It was originally known as "Hempfield," named after the
hemp plants that thrived in the area. However, in 1796, the name was changed to Uniontown,
symbolizing the unity of various settlers from different backgrounds. The town was strategically
located at the intersection of several important trade routes, including the National Road, which
facilitated commerce and transportation.

The National Road Era

The construction of the National Road in the early 19th century significantly impacted Uniontown's
growth. The road was the first major improved highway in the United States and became a vital
connection between the eastern states and the western frontier.

Economic Growth

The National Road brought a wave of commerce and population growth to Uniontown. As travelers
and merchants flocked to the area, local businesses flourished. The town developed into a center for
trade, with numerous shops, taverns, and inns catering to weary travelers. The following points
highlight the economic booms during this era:

e Increased trade: The National Road facilitated trade between the East and West, allowing goods
to flow freely.

e Job creation: Local industries, such as blacksmithing and carpentry, thrived as demand for
services grew.



e Population growth: The influx of settlers led to a significant increase in Uniontown's population,
making it a bustling hub.

The Industrial Revolution

As the 19th century progressed, Uniontown began to undergo significant transformations due to the
Industrial Revolution. The discovery of coal and the development of the railroad system further fueled
the town's growth.

Coal Mining and Railroads

Uniontown became a center for coal mining, which attracted workers from various backgrounds. The
availability of coal not only supported local industries but also played a crucial role in powering the
burgeoning steel industry in nearby Pittsburgh. The establishment of railroads in the area further
enhanced Uniontown's connectivity and economic significance.

Key developments during this period included:
1. Establishment of coal mines: Numerous coal mines were established in and around Uniontown,
creating jobs and attracting a diverse workforce.

2. Construction of railroads: Railroads were built to transport coal and goods, linking Uniontown to
larger markets.

3. Growth of manufacturing: Local manufacturing industries, including ironworks and textiles,
began to thrive, providing additional employment opportunities.

Uniontown in the 20th Century

The 20th century brought both challenges and opportunities to Uniontown. The decline of the coal
industry in the mid-century led to economic hardships, but the town's resilience allowed it to adapt
and evolve.

Economic Challenges

The post-World War Il era saw a decline in coal mining, leading to significant job losses and economic
struggles for the community. Many residents were forced to seek employment elsewhere, leading to a
decrease in population. However, Uniontown continued to persevere.



Revitalization Efforts

In response to economic challenges, local leaders and community members initiated revitalization
efforts to stimulate growth and attract new businesses. These efforts included:

¢ Investment in infrastructure: Upgrades to roads, public transportation, and utilities improved
the overall quality of life.

e Promotion of tourism: Uniontown's historical sites, natural beauty, and proximity to attractions
like Ohiopyle State Park were leveraged to attract visitors.

e Support for small businesses: Local programs were established to support entrepreneurs and
small business development.

Cultural Heritage and Community Life

Uniontown's history is not only defined by its economic developments but also by its rich cultural
heritage. The city has been home to a diverse population, contributing to a unique blend of traditions
and customs.

Notable Figures and Events

Throughout its history, Uniontown has produced notable figures who have made significant
contributions to various fields. Some prominent individuals include:

e John W. H. McGowan: A successful businessman and philanthropist who supported local
education and healthcare initiatives.

e William H. McFeely: A historian and Pulitzer Prize-winning author known for his work on the
American Civil War.

e Mary Lou Retton: An Olympic gymnast who won a gold medal in the 1984 Summer Olympics,
proudly representing her hometown.

Modern Uniontown

Today, Uniontown is a vibrant community that continues to honor its historical roots while embracing
modernity. The city has made strides in revitalizing its downtown area, attracting new businesses,
and enhancing community services.



Community Development

Uniontown has focused on improving its livability through various initiatives:

1. Urban renewal projects: Efforts to restore historical buildings and improve public spaces have
revitalized the downtown area.

2. Cultural events: Festivals, parades, and community gatherings celebrate the city’s heritage and
foster a sense of belonging.

3. Economic diversification: Initiatives to attract new industries, such as healthcare and
technology, have helped create jobs and stabilize the economy.

Conclusion

The history of Uniontown, PA, is a testament to the resilience and spirit of its residents. From its
founding in the 18th century to its present-day status as a thriving community, Uniontown has
evolved while preserving its rich heritage. As the city continues to grow and adapt, it remains a place
where the past and present coexist, offering a unique glimpse into the American experience. With
ongoing revitalization efforts and a commitment to community development, Uniontown is poised for
a bright future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year was Uniontown, PA, founded?

Uniontown was founded in 1776.

What was Uniontown originally known for during the early
19th century?

Uniontown was known for its role as a significant stagecoach stop and a center for trade and
commerce.

Which important historical road passed through Uniontown?

The National Road, also known as the Cumberland Road, passed through Uniontown, facilitating
westward expansion.

What major event took place in Uniontown during the Civil



War?

Uniontown served as a supply depot for the Union Army and was a site for troop movements during
the Civil War.

What is the significance of the Fayette County Courthouse in
Uniontown?

The Fayette County Courthouse, built in 1900, is an important historical landmark noted for its
architectural beauty and serves as a symbol of the city's heritage.

How did coal mining impact Uniontown's development?

The coal mining industry significantly boosted Uniontown's economy in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, attracting workers and promoting population growth.

What role did Uniontown play in the steel industry?

Uniontown was part of the greater Pittsburgh region, which was a hub for steel production,
contributing to the area's industrial growth.

What notable historical figures are associated with
Uniontown?

Notable figures include General John F. Hartranft, a Civil War leader and later Governor of
Pennsylvania, who called Uniontown home.

What cultural institutions exist in Uniontown that reflect its
history?

Uniontown is home to the Uniontown Historical Society and the Fayette County Museum, which
preserve and showcase the region's rich history.
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