
history of this old house
History of This Old House is a fascinating journey through time, celebrating the architectural
styles, stories, and lives that have shaped our understanding of home. This phrase often evokes
images of quaint, rustic homes filled with character and history, each with its unique narrative. The
story of old houses is not merely about their physical structure; it encompasses the cultural, social,
and economic contexts in which they were built. This article delves into the rich history of old
houses, exploring their architectural evolution, the significance of preservation, and the stories they
tell.

Architectural Evolution of Old Houses

Old houses reflect the architectural trends of their time, showcasing the craftsmanship and
materials available during different historical periods. Understanding the evolution of these
structures helps us appreciate their significance.

Colonial Era (1600-1776)

The Colonial period marked the beginning of permanent European settlements in America. Houses
built during this time were typically simple in design, focusing on functionality. Key characteristics
include:

- Symmetry: Most Colonial homes featured a symmetrical façade with evenly spaced windows and a
centered door.
- Materials: Wood was the primary building material, with brick becoming more popular in later
years.
- Styles: Various styles emerged, including the Dutch Colonial, Spanish Colonial, and Georgian
styles.

Federal and Greek Revival (1780-1850)

Following the American Revolution, the Federal style gained prominence, characterized by its
refined elegance. The Greek Revival style emerged in the early 19th century, inspired by ancient
Greece. Features include:

- Federal Style:
- Decorative crown moldings and fanlights above doors.
- Use of red bricks and white wood trim.
- Greek Revival Style:
- Tall columns and pediments, mimicking ancient temples.
- Grand entrances and expansive porches.



Victorian Era (1837-1901)

The Victorian era brought a surge of creativity in home design, resulting in diverse styles that
catered to individual tastes. Notable styles include:

- Gothic Revival: Pointed arches, steep gables, and intricate wooden trim.
- Italianate: Wide eaves, tall windows, and ornate brackets.
- Queen Anne: Asymmetrical facades, decorative shingles, and turreted roofs.

Craftsman and Arts & Crafts Movement (1900-1930)

The Craftsman style emerged as a reaction against the excesses of the Victorian era. It emphasized
handcrafted details and natural materials. Features include:

- Low-pitched roofs: Often with exposed rafters.
- Built-in furniture: Such as bookcases and benches.
- Use of local materials: Promoting a connection to nature.

Significance of Preservation

Preserving old houses is crucial for maintaining cultural heritage and historical continuity. Here are
some key reasons why preservation matters:

Cultural Heritage

Old houses are tangible connections to our past. They tell stories of previous generations, reflecting
the values, struggles, and achievements of those who lived in them. By preserving these structures,
we honor their contributions to our cultural identity.

Economic Benefits

Restoring and preserving old houses can have significant economic impacts on local communities.
Benefits include:

- Increased Property Values: Well-maintained historic homes can raise the value of surrounding
properties.
- Tourism: Historic districts can attract tourists, boosting local businesses.
- Job Creation: Restoration projects often require skilled labor, providing jobs in the community.



Environmental Sustainability

Preserving old houses is an environmentally friendly practice. Rather than demolishing and building
anew, restoration minimizes waste and reduces the carbon footprint associated with new
construction. Key aspects include:

- Reusing Materials: Salvaging wood, bricks, and fixtures reduces the demand for new materials.
- Energy Efficiency: Many old houses can be retrofitted with modern energy-efficient technologies,
blending the old with the new.

Stories Behind Old Houses

Every old house has its unique story, often shaped by the people who lived within its walls. Here are
a few memorable narratives associated with historic homes:

Family Legacies

Many old houses are passed down through generations, each family adding layers to the home’s
history. These homes often become repositories of family stories, traditions, and memories, creating
a deep emotional connection to the property.

Historical Events

Some old houses are intimately connected to significant historical events. For instance:

- Civil War Sites: Many homes served as battlegrounds, hospitals, or shelters during the Civil War,
providing insight into the turmoil of that era.
- Civil Rights Movement: Certain houses were safe havens for activists and played vital roles in the
fight for equality.

Architectural Innovations

Old houses often showcase unique architectural features that reflect innovation. For example, the
incorporation of indoor plumbing or central heating in Victorian homes marked significant
advancements in comfort and convenience.

Conclusion

The history of this old house is a rich tapestry woven with the threads of architectural evolution,
cultural significance, and personal stories. As we explore and preserve these structures, we not only



honor our past but also enrich our present and future. Whether you are an architecture enthusiast, a
history buff, or someone with a deep appreciation for the stories old houses tell, there is always
more to discover. By valuing our historical homes, we ensure that the stories of those who came
before us continue to resonate for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the phrase 'this old house'?
The phrase 'this old house' refers to the notion of nostalgia and fondness for aged buildings, often
symbolizing stability and history. It gained popular recognition through the 1980s television show of
the same name, which focused on home renovation and preservation.

Who created the television series 'This Old House'?
'This Old House' was created by Bob Vila, who hosted the show from its inception in 1979 until 2005.
The series has become a cornerstone of home improvement television.

How has 'This Old House' influenced home renovation trends?
'This Old House' has significantly influenced home renovation trends by popularizing DIY home
improvement projects, showcasing restoration techniques, and emphasizing the importance of
preserving historical architecture.

What types of homes are typically featured on 'This Old
House'?
The show typically features older homes, often those with historical significance or unique
architectural styles, showcasing their restoration and renovation processes.

How does 'This Old House' educate its viewers?
'This Old House' educates viewers through detailed explanations of renovation techniques, expert
interviews, and hands-on demonstrations, making complex home improvement projects accessible to
a general audience.

What is the significance of 'This Old House' in American
culture?
'This Old House' holds cultural significance as it has fostered a greater appreciation for
craftsmanship, historical preservation, and the value of homeownership in American society.

How has the format of 'This Old House' evolved over the years?
'This Old House' has evolved from a straightforward renovation show to include a wider range of
topics such as energy efficiency, sustainable building practices, and even landscape design,



reflecting changing viewer interests.

What impact has 'This Old House' had on the home
improvement industry?
'This Old House' has positively impacted the home improvement industry by inspiring a DIY
movement, increasing interest in home renovations, and helping to launch numerous related
products and services.
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