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The USS Yorktown (CV-10) is one of the most storied aircraft carriers in United States
Navy history. Launched during World War II, this vessel has become a symbol of American
naval prowess and resilience. The Yorktown was not only instrumental in several
significant battles during the war, but it also played a vital role in subsequent conflicts and
has since been preserved as a museum, offering insight into naval history for generations
to come.

Design and Construction

The USS Yorktown was the tenth aircraft carrier of the Essex class, designed to enhance
the United States Navy's capabilities during World War II.

Specifications

- Displacement: Approximately 27,100 tons (standard)
- Length: 888 feet
- Beam: 93 feet
- Draft: 28 feet
- Speed: 33 knots
- Aircraft Capacity: 90-100 aircraft

The Yorktown was constructed at the Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company
in Virginia, with her keel laid down on 15 December 1941, just days before the attack on
Pearl Harbor. The ship was launched on 4 January 1943 and commissioned on 15 April
1943, in a period where the United States was rapidly expanding its naval fleet to counter
Axis powers in the Pacific.

Early Operations

The USS Yorktown quickly proved her worth, participating in several key operations
during the war:

1. Battle of the Philippine Sea (June 1944): The carrier played a crucial role in the defeat
of the Japanese Navy, marking a turning point in the Pacific Theater.
2. Battle of Leyte Gulf (October 1944): The Yorktown participated in what is regarded as
one of the largest naval battles in history, contributing to the destruction of Japanese
naval power.
3. Support for Ground Forces: Throughout 1944 and 1945, the Yorktown provided air
support for ground operations in the Philippines, Iwo Jima, and Okinawa.



During these operations, the Yorktown's air wing flew numerous sorties, attacking enemy
positions and providing critical air cover for allied forces.

Post-War Service

After World War II, the USS Yorktown underwent several modifications to adapt to the
evolving needs of the Navy.

Cold War Era

With the onset of the Cold War, the Yorktown was reactivated in 1950 and modernized to
carry jet aircraft. The carrier was involved in several significant missions:

- Korean War (1950-1953): The Yorktown participated in air operations, launching strikes
against North Korean and Chinese positions.
- Operation Magic Carpet: In 1945-1946, the Yorktown took part in repatriating American
troops from overseas, marking a significant shift from combat to humanitarian missions.

In 1953, the Yorktown was again overhauled to support the introduction of newer aircraft
and technologies.

Vietnam War Contributions

The USS Yorktown saw considerable action during the Vietnam War. Key contributions
included:

- Operation Rolling Thunder: The carrier launched air strikes against North Vietnamese
targets, showcasing the versatility of naval aviation.
- Support for Ground Troops: The Yorktown provided close air support during various
ground operations, aiding in the fight against Viet Cong forces.

Decommissioning and Legacy

The USS Yorktown was decommissioned for the final time on 15 January 1970, after nearly
three decades of service.

Preservation as a Museum

In 1975, the Yorktown was designated as a museum ship and is now permanently moored
at the Patriots Point Naval & Maritime Museum in Mount Pleasant, South Carolina. As a
museum, the Yorktown serves several purposes:



- Education: Visitors can learn about naval history, the evolution of aircraft carriers, and
the roles played by the Yorktown in various conflicts.
- Preservation: The ship itself has been preserved to reflect its state during the Vietnam
War, allowing for an authentic experience.
- Cultural Significance: The USS Yorktown has become a symbol of American heritage and
naval tradition, attracting thousands of visitors each year.

Notable Features of the Museum

Visitors to the USS Yorktown museum can experience various attractions, including:

- Flight Deck: Home to numerous historical aircraft, including F-14 Tomcats and A-4
Skyhawks.
- Combat Information Center: A simulation of the operational command center of the ship.
- Exhibits: Displays on the history of the ship, including its missions and the technology
used during its service.

Conclusion

The USS Yorktown is more than just an aircraft carrier; it is a testament to the bravery
and innovation of those who served aboard her. From her construction during World War
II to her current role as a museum, the Yorktown has embodied the spirit of the United
States Navy.

As the world continues to change, the legacy of the Yorktown endures, reminding us of the
sacrifices made by countless sailors and the importance of naval power in safeguarding
freedom. The ship stands as a bridge between past and present—a symbol of resilience,
strength, and the unyielding commitment of the United States to protect its interests and
allies around the world.

In reflecting on the history of the USS Yorktown, we honor not only the vessel itself but
also the generations of naval personnel who have served with honor and distinction,
ensuring that the sacrifices of the past continue to be remembered and celebrated.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the original purpose of the USS Yorktown
when it was commissioned?
The USS Yorktown was commissioned as an aircraft carrier in 1943, primarily serving as a
vital asset for the United States Navy during World War II.



How did the USS Yorktown contribute to the Battle of
Midway?
The USS Yorktown played a crucial role in the Battle of Midway in June 1942, where it
participated in launching air strikes against Japanese forces, ultimately contributing to a
significant American victory.

What notable events occurred during the USS
Yorktown's service in the Vietnam War?
During the Vietnam War, the USS Yorktown served as an aircraft carrier supporting air
operations, including bombing missions and reconnaissance flights, significantly impacting
the war effort.

What happened to the USS Yorktown after it was
decommissioned?
After being decommissioned in 1970, the USS Yorktown was turned into a museum ship
and is now permanently docked at Patriots Point in Mount Pleasant, South Carolina,
serving as a memorial and educational resource.

What is the significance of the USS Yorktown in
American naval history?
The USS Yorktown is significant in American naval history as it exemplifies the evolution
of naval warfare, showcasing the strategic importance of aircraft carriers and their role in
20th-century conflicts.
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