
history of the uss lexington

The USS Lexington has a storied history that reflects the evolution of naval warfare in the United

States. This aircraft carrier, named after the Battle of Lexington during the American Revolutionary

War, has served as a symbol of American strength and technological advancement. From its

commissioning during World War II to its current role as a museum, the USS Lexington is not just a

military vessel but a monument to the sacrifices and achievements of those who have served in the

U.S. Navy.

Early History and Commissioning

The USS Lexington (CV-16) was the second aircraft carrier of the United States Navy to bear the

name. Its keel was laid down on September 8, 1941, at the Fore River Shipyard in Quincy,

Massachusetts. The ship was launched on February 23, 1943, and officially commissioned on August

17, 1943. The Lexington was an Essex-class carrier, designed to enhance the U.S. Navy's capabilities

during World War II.

Design and Specifications

The USS Lexington was equipped with advanced technology for its time, featuring:

- Length: 888 feet (271 meters)

- Beam: 108 feet (33 meters)

- Displacement: Approximately 27,000 tons

- Speed: Capable of reaching speeds up to 33 knots

- Aircraft Capacity: Initially designed to carry around 90 aircraft



The ship was also armed with various weaponry, including:

- 16 × 5 inch (127 mm) dual-purpose guns

- 40 mm and 20 mm anti-aircraft guns

These specifications allowed the USS Lexington to operate effectively in combat situations, making it a

crucial asset during the war.

World War II Service

The USS Lexington played a vital role in several significant battles during World War II. Following its

commissioning, the carrier was assigned to the Pacific Theater, where it participated in key operations

that would help shape the course of the war.

Key Operations

1. Battle of the Philippine Sea (June 1944): The Lexington participated in what is often referred to as

the "Great Marianas Turkey Shoot." This decisive naval battle resulted in the destruction of numerous

Japanese aircraft and significantly weakened Japan's naval capabilities.

2. Battle of Leyte Gulf (October 1944): Considered one of the largest naval battles in history, the USS

Lexington provided air support and contributed to the defeat of the Japanese fleet, which marked a

turning point in the Pacific War.

3. Air Strikes on the Japanese Home Islands: The carrier was involved in launching air raids on

Japanese cities, aiming to cripple the enemy's industrial capabilities.

Throughout its service, the USS Lexington earned numerous battle stars for its contributions,

solidifying its place in naval history.



Post-War Era and Decommissioning

Following World War II, the USS Lexington underwent a series of modifications and adjustments,

adapting to the changing nature of naval warfare and the introduction of jet aircraft. It was reclassified

as an attack aircraft carrier (CVA-16) in 1952.

In the 1950s, the USS Lexington participated in various operations, including:

- Cold War Patrols: The carrier was involved in operations aimed at demonstrating U.S. naval power

during the tense years of the Cold War.

- Training Missions: The Lexington served as a training vessel for naval aviators, helping to prepare

the next generation of pilots for service.

Despite its significant contributions, the Lexington was eventually decommissioned on November 8,

1991, after nearly 50 years of service.

From Naval Vessel to Museum

After being decommissioned, the USS Lexington faced an uncertain future. However, in 1992, the ship

was donated to the city of Corpus Christi, Texas, where it was transformed into a museum. This

transition allowed the Lexington to serve as an educational resource, preserving its legacy for future

generations.

USS Lexington Museum

The USS Lexington Museum is dedicated to honoring the history of the ship and its crew. Visitors can

explore various exhibits and displays that highlight:



- Naval History: The museum provides insights into the role of aircraft carriers in naval warfare.

- Aircraft Displays: The Lexington houses a collection of vintage aircraft, showcasing the evolution of

naval aviation.

- Interactive Exhibits: The museum offers hands-on experiences, allowing visitors to engage with naval

technology.

In addition to the exhibits, the museum hosts various events and educational programs, making it a

vital part of the community.

Legacy and Cultural Significance

The USS Lexington's legacy extends beyond its military service. As one of the few remaining Essex-

class carriers, it serves as a tangible connection to the past, allowing visitors to appreciate the

sacrifices made by those who served.

Recognition and Honors

The USS Lexington has earned numerous accolades, including:

- Presidential Unit Citation: For its exemplary service during World War II.

- National Historic Landmark Designation: Recognizing its significance in U.S. history.

The ship's status as a museum ensures that its history is preserved, allowing future generations to

learn about the vital role of aircraft carriers in the U.S. Navy.



Conclusion

In summary, the USS Lexington is not just an aircraft carrier; it is a symbol of American resilience and

ingenuity. From its inception during World War II to its current role as a museum, the ship has played

a significant part in the history of the U.S. Navy. The Lexington’s story reflects the evolution of naval

warfare and the sacrifices made by countless sailors. As it continues to educate and inspire visitors,

the USS Lexington remains a testament to the enduring spirit of those who served.

The ongoing legacy of the USS Lexington serves as a reminder of the importance of preserving

history, honoring veterans, and understanding the role of naval power in shaping the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year was the USS Lexington commissioned?

The USS Lexington (CV-2) was commissioned on December 14, 1927.

What significant role did the USS Lexington play during World War II?

The USS Lexington served as an aircraft carrier in the Pacific Theater and played a key role in several

battles, including the Battle of the Coral Sea in May 1942.

What was the fate of the USS Lexington?

The USS Lexington was sunk on May 8, 1942, during the Battle of the Coral Sea after sustaining

severe damage from Japanese air attacks.

What were some notable features of the USS Lexington?

The USS Lexington was one of the first aircraft carriers designed specifically for naval aviation,

featuring a full-length flight deck and advanced launch and recovery systems for its aircraft.



How many aircraft could the USS Lexington carry?

The USS Lexington had the capacity to carry around 90 aircraft, which included fighters, bombers, and

reconnaissance planes.

What was the nickname of the USS Lexington?

The USS Lexington was nicknamed 'The Lady Lex' by her crew and naval personnel.

Is there a memorial or museum dedicated to the USS Lexington today?

Yes, the USS Lexington (CV-16), a different ship named after the original, is preserved as a museum

ship in Corpus Christi, Texas, where visitors can explore its history and exhibits.
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