
history of the university of south
carolina
History of the University of South Carolina is a fascinating journey that
reflects the evolution of higher education in the United States. Established
in 1801, the University of South Carolina (USC) has grown from a modest
institution into a comprehensive university that serves tens of thousands of
students each year. This article delves deep into the university's rich
history, significant milestones, and its impact on the state of South
Carolina and beyond.

Early Beginnings: The Foundation of USC

The University of South Carolina was founded on December 19, 1801, as a
response to the growing need for higher education in the state. Originally
established as a private institution called the "South Carolina College," it
aimed to provide an education primarily to the sons of the affluent class.
The college's first classes were held in the basement of the First
Presbyterian Church in Columbia, South Carolina.

Growth and Development in the 19th Century

Throughout the 19th century, USC experienced significant changes and growth:

1. Expansion of Curriculum: In 1821, the college began to offer a wider array
of subjects, including sciences, humanities, and law, reflecting a shift
towards a more comprehensive educational approach.

2. Civil War Impact: The Civil War (1861-1865) had a profound effect on the
university. Classes were suspended, and the college buildings were used as a
hospital for Confederate soldiers. After the war, the college struggled with
financial difficulties and dwindling enrollment.

3. Reconstruction Era: In 1865, the college reopened, but it was not until
1873 that it regained its charter. During the Reconstruction era, the college
began admitting African American students, marking a significant step towards
racial integration in higher education.

Transition to a Public University

In 1906, the South Carolina College transitioned from a private institution
to a public university. This change marked a new era in the university's



accessibility and growth.

Significant Developments in the 20th Century

The 20th century was a period of substantial transformation for USC,
characterized by:

- Increased Enrollment: Following World War II, enrollment surged as veterans
took advantage of the GI Bill. The university expanded its facilities and
academic programs to accommodate this influx of students.

- Research Initiatives: In the 1960s, USC began to establish itself as a
research university, fostering programs in various fields such as
engineering, business, and the sciences. The establishment of the USC
Research Foundation in 1961 further solidified this focus.

- Desegregation: The 1960s and 1970s were pivotal in the fight for civil
rights and desegregation. USC became more inclusive, admitting a diverse
student body and promoting equal opportunities.

Modern Era and Global Outreach

As we moved into the late 20th and early 21st centuries, the University of
South Carolina continued to evolve and adapt to the changing landscape of
higher education.

Academic Achievements and Innovations

Today, USC is recognized for its commitment to academic excellence and
innovation, with several notable features:

- Diverse Academic Programs: USC offers over 350 degree programs across
various disciplines, including business, law, medicine, and the arts. It is
home to several specialized schools and colleges, such as the College of
Engineering and Computing and the College of Hospitality, Retail, and Sport
Management.

- Research Excellence: The university is classified as a Research I
institution by the Carnegie Classification of Institutions of Higher
Education, indicating its high level of research activity. USC's research
initiatives have garnered millions in funding, contributing to advancements
in fields like health, technology, and environmental science.

- Global Partnerships: USC has established relationships with institutions
around the world, promoting international education and cultural exchange.



Programs such as study abroad and international research collaborations have
become integral to the university's mission.

Community Engagement and Impact

The University of South Carolina remains deeply committed to serving its
local and global communities:

- Service Learning: Students are encouraged to engage in service-learning
opportunities, which integrate community service with academic coursework.
This approach not only benefits the community but also enriches the students'
educational experience.

- Economic Contributions: USC plays a vital role in South Carolina's economy,
contributing billions annually through research, innovation, and workforce
development. The university's graduates are integral to the state's
professional landscape.

Conclusion: The Legacy of the University of
South Carolina

The history of the University of South Carolina is a testament to the
institution's resilience, adaptability, and commitment to education. From its
humble beginnings as a private college to its current status as a leading
public research university, USC has continually evolved to meet the needs of
its students and society. The university's dedication to diversity, research,
and community engagement ensures that it will remain a vital resource for
generations to come. As USC looks to the future, it will undoubtedly continue
to honor its rich history while striving for excellence in education and
service.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the University of South Carolina founded?
The University of South Carolina was founded in 1801.

What was the original name of the University of
South Carolina?
The original name of the University of South Carolina was South Carolina
College.



How did the Civil War impact the University of South
Carolina?
The University of South Carolina was closed during the Civil War from 1861 to
1865 and suffered significant damage, which led to a period of decline before
it was reopened in 1865.

What notable change occurred at the University of
South Carolina in 1963?
In 1963, the University of South Carolina became the first public university
in the southern United States to admit African American students.

What is the significance of the university's
location in Columbia, South Carolina?
Columbia, as the state capital, has historically provided the University of
South Carolina with unique opportunities for partnerships and access to
governmental resources.

What is the University of South Carolina known for
academically?
The University of South Carolina is known for its strong programs in
business, law, engineering, and the liberal arts, as well as its research
initiatives.

How has the University of South Carolina evolved in
terms of enrollment over the years?
The University of South Carolina has seen significant growth in enrollment,
with over 35,000 students currently attending, reflecting its expansion and
diversification in programs.
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