
history of the sergeant major of the army
History of the Sergeant Major of the Army is a significant aspect of the United States Army's
evolution, reflecting the changes in leadership, responsibilities, and the role of non-commissioned
officers (NCOs) throughout American military history. The position of Sergeant Major of the Army
(SMA) serves as a bridge between the enlisted ranks and the Army's senior leadership, ensuring that
the voices of soldiers are represented at the highest levels of command. This article delves into the
origins, evolution, and impact of the Sergeant Major of the Army, from its inception to its present-
day significance.

Origins of the Sergeant Major of the Army

The concept of a Sergeant Major in the Army dates back to the colonial period. Here’s a brief
overview of how the role evolved over time:

Colonial Era: The title of Sergeant Major was used in colonial military organizations,
primarily to oversee troops and maintain order.

Continental Army: During the Revolutionary War, the Continental Army formalized the rank
of Sergeant Major, but it was still not a distinct position.

19th Century Developments: The role began to take on more responsibilities with the
establishment of the U.S. Army in 1784. The Army introduced various ranks for soldiers,
including the position of Sergeant Major.

Establishment of the Position

The modern iteration of the Sergeant Major of the Army was officially established on July 9, 1966, by
Chief of Staff of the Army General Harold K. Johnson. This decision arose from the need for a single
senior NCO to represent the enlisted force at the Army's senior leadership level.

Evolution of Responsibilities

From its inception, the responsibilities of the Sergeant Major of the Army have evolved significantly.
Initially, the role was primarily focused on administrative duties and the management of enlisted
soldiers. Over the years, the responsibilities have expanded to include:

Advocacy: The SMA acts as the voice for all enlisted soldiers, advocating for their needs,
concerns, and interests within the Army leadership.



Policy Development: The SMA plays a crucial role in shaping policies that affect enlisted
soldiers, including training, professional development, and quality of life initiatives.

Leadership Development: The SMA is responsible for mentoring and developing future
leaders within the NCO corps, ensuring that they uphold the Army's values and standards.

Community Engagement: Engaging with soldiers and their families, the SMA often
participates in events and initiatives that foster a sense of community and support.

Key Milestones in the History of the SMA

The history of the Sergeant Major of the Army is marked by several key milestones that have shaped
its significance in the Army. Some of these include:

First Sergeant Major of the Army: The first SMA, William O. Wooldridge, was appointed in1.
1966, setting the standard for the position.

Creation of the SMA Position: The establishment of this role marked a pivotal change in2.
how enlisted soldiers were represented within the Army's command structure.

Inclusion in Senior Leadership: Over the years, the SMA has become a regular member of3.
the Army's senior leadership team, often advising the Chief of Staff and other senior leaders
on enlisted matters.

Expansion of Roles: The SMA's responsibilities have continued to grow, with involvement in4.
various Army initiatives and programs that directly impact soldiers.

Impact on the U.S. Army

The role of the Sergeant Major of the Army has had a profound impact on the U.S. Army. The SMA's
presence ensures that the enlisted force has a direct line of communication with the highest levels of
leadership. This has led to several positive outcomes:

Enhanced Communication: The SMA facilitates open lines of communication between
soldiers and senior leaders, ensuring that concerns and suggestions are heard and addressed.

Improved Morale: By advocating for enlisted soldiers, the SMA helps to improve morale and
foster a sense of belonging within the Army.

Increased Professional Development: The SMA's commitment to leadership development
has led to more comprehensive training programs and opportunities for advancement within



the NCO ranks.

Community Support: The SMA’s involvement in community initiatives strengthens the bond
between soldiers, their families, and the Army as a whole.

Notable Sergeants Major of the Army

Throughout its history, several individuals have served as Sergeant Major of the Army, each leaving
a unique mark on the role:

William O. Wooldridge (1966-1968): The first SMA, who helped define the role and set
expectations for future holders of the position.

Jack L. Tilley (1997-2000): Known for his focus on soldier morale and welfare, Tilley was an
influential figure during his tenure.

Kenneth O. Preston (2004-2011): His leadership emphasized the importance of the Army's
commitment to soldiers and their families.

Daniel A. Dailey (2015-2019): Focused on modernizing the Army and enhancing the quality
of life for soldiers and their families.

Conclusion

The history of the Sergeant Major of the Army is a testament to the evolution of leadership
within the U.S. Army. From its early days to the present, the SMA has played a crucial role in
representing the enlisted force, advocating for their needs, and influencing Army policies. As the
Army continues to evolve, so too will the role of the Sergeant Major of the Army, ensuring that
enlisted soldiers have a strong voice in the future of the military. The significance of this position
cannot be overstated, as it embodies the Army's commitment to its soldiers and their families,
fostering a culture of support, development, and excellence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the position of Sergeant Major of the
Army?
The position of Sergeant Major of the Army was established on July 9, 1966, by General Harold K.
Johnson, the Army Chief of Staff, to provide a senior enlisted advisor to the Chief of Staff of the
Army.



Who was the first Sergeant Major of the Army?
The first Sergeant Major of the Army was SMA William O. Wooldridge, who served from 1966 to
1968 and helped shape the role and responsibilities of the position.

What are the primary responsibilities of the Sergeant Major of
the Army?
The Sergeant Major of the Army serves as the senior enlisted advisor to the Army Chief of Staff,
providing insights on enlisted personnel matters, promoting enlisted professionalism, and
representing the enlisted force at various levels.

How has the role of Sergeant Major of the Army evolved since
its inception?
Since its inception, the role has evolved from primarily advisory to a more influential position,
involved in policy-making, training, and establishing standards for the Army's enlisted force.

How many individuals have held the title of Sergeant Major of
the Army since its creation?
As of 2023, there have been 16 individuals who have served as the Sergeant Major of the Army since
the position was created in 1966.

What significance does the Sergeant Major of the Army hold
within the U.S. Army?
The Sergeant Major of the Army is considered the highest-ranking enlisted member of the Army and
serves as a liaison between the enlisted soldiers and the Army's leadership, playing a crucial role in
shaping the Army's culture and policies.

What impact has the Sergeant Major of the Army had on
modern military practices?
The Sergeant Major of the Army has influenced modern military practices by advocating for soldier
welfare, pushing for changes in training programs, and ensuring that the enlisted voice is heard in
leadership discussions, thus enhancing overall morale and effectiveness.
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