HISTORY OF THE ROYAL MARINES

HisTorY oF THE RoYAL MARINES

THE HISTORY OF THE ROYAL MARINES IS A STORIED CHRONICLE THAT ENCOMPASSES OVER 350 YEARS OF MILITARY
EXCELLENCE, VALOR, AND ADAPTABILITY. ESTABLISHED IN THE EARLY 17TH CENTURY, THE RoYAL MARINES HAVE EVOLVED
INTO ONE OF THE MOST ELITE AND VERSATILE FIGHTING FORCES IN THE WORLD. THEIR JOURNEY FROM HUMBLE BEGINNINGS TO
BECOMING A VITAL COMPONENT OF THE BRITISH ARMED FORCES REFLECTS THE CHANGING NATURE OF WARFARE AND THE
CONTINUOUS COMMITMENT TO INNOVATION AND PROFESSIONALISM.

ORIGINS AND FORMATION

THE RoYAL MARINES TRACE THEIR ROOTS BACK TO 1664, DURING THE REIGN OF KING CHARLES Il. THE NEED FOR A NAVAL
INFANTRY FORCE BECAME APPARENT AS THE BRITISH EMPIRE EXPANDED ITS MARITIME INTERESTS AND FACED THREATS ON THE HIGH
SEAS.

EsSTABLISHMENT OF THE RoYAL MARINES

1. CREATION: THE ORIGIN OF THE ROYAL MARINES CAN BE PINPOINTED TO THE FORMATION OF A REGIMENT OF “SEA SOLDIERS”
KNOWN AS THE DUKE OF YORK AND ALBANY'S MARITIME REGIMENT OF FOOT, ESTABLISHED ON OCToBER 28, 1664. THIS
REGIMENT WAS INTENDED TO SERVE ON SHIPS AND AT NAVAL BASES, PROVIDING SECURITY AND SUPPORT DURING NAVAL
OPERATIONS.

2. FIRST ACTION: THE REGIMENT SAW ITS FIRST ACTION DURING THE SECOND ANGLO-DUTCH WAR (1665-1667), WHeRE
THEY PARTICIPATED IN SEVERAL NAVAL BATTLES, SOLIDIFYING THEIR PLACE WITHIN THE ROYAL NAVY.

3. NAMING: IN 1802, THE NAME WAS CHANGED TO THE ROYAL MARINES, SIGNIFYING THEIR ROYAL ENDORSEMENT AND
RECOGNITION AS A SEPARATE BRANCH OF THE MILITARY.

GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT

AS THE BRITISH EMPIRE EXPANDED THROUGHOUT THE 18TH AND 19TH CENTURIES, SO TOO DID THE ROLE OF THE ROYAL
MARINES. THEY BECAME INTEGRAL TO VARIOUS MILITARY CAMPAIGNS AROUND THE GLOBE.

19TH CENTURY ENGAGEMENTS

DURING THE 19TH CENTURY, THE RovYAL MARINES PARTICIPATED IN NUMEROUS SIGNIFICANT MILITARY CAMPAIGNS:

- NaPoLEONIC W/ ARS: THE ROYAL MARINES PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE DURING THE NAPOLEONIC W/ ARS, ENGAGING IN SEVERAL
KEY BATTLES, INCLUDING THE BATTLE OF TRAFALGAR IN 1805, WHERE THEY CONTRIBUTED TO THE ROYAL NAVY'S DECISIVE
VICTORY AGAINST THE FRENCH FLEET.

- CRIMEAN W AR: THE ROYAL MARINES WERE INVOLVED IN THE CRIMEAN W AR (1853-1856), WHERE THEY FOUGHT IN MAJOR
BATTLES SUCH AS THE BATTLE OF BALACLAVA AND THE SIEGE OF SEVASTOPOL, SHOWCASING THEIR ABILITY TO OPERATE IN
CHALLENGING CONDITIONS.

- CoLoNIAL CONFLICTS: THE MARINES SERVED IN VARIOUS COLONIAL CONFLICTS, INCLUDING THE INDIAN MUTINY OF 1857 AND
THE Boxer RegeLLION IN CHINA (1899-1901), ADAPTING THEIR TACTICS TO MEET THE NEEDS OF DIVERSE ENVIRONMENTS.



20T1H CeENTURY TRANSFORMATIONS

THE OUTBREAK OF THE FIRST W ORLD W/ AR MARKED A SIGNIFICANT TRANSFORMATION FOR THE ROYAL MARINES, REFLECTING
THE RAPID CHANGES IN MILITARY STRATEGY AND TECHNOLOGY.

Y orLD WAR |

- INTEGRATION INTO THE ARMY: DURING W/ W/ |, THE ROYAL MARINES WERE INTEGRATED INTO THE BRITISH ARMY, WHERE THEY
FOUGHT ON THE W/ESTERN FRONT. THEY PARTICIPATED IN SEVERAL KEY BATTLES, INCLUDING THE BATTLE OF THE SOMME AND
THE BATTLE OF PASSCHENDAELE.

- SPECIAL OPERATIONS: THE WAR ALSO SAW THE EMERGENCE OF SPECIALIZED UNITS, INCLUDING THE RovAL MARINE BRIGADE,
WHICH CONDUCTED AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULTS AND RAIDS ON ENEMY COASTAL POSITIONS.

W orLD W AR || AND BEYOND

THE SECOND W/ ORLD W AR FURTHER TESTED THE ROYAL MARINES, LEADING TO A REDEFINITION OF THEIR ROLE WITHIN THE
MILITARY FRAMEW ORK.

- CoMMANDO FORMATION: IN 1942, THE ROYAL MARINES ESTABLISHED THE FIRST COMMANDO UNITS, FOCUSING ON
SPECIALIZED, RAPID-RESPONSE OPERATIONS. THESE UNITS CONDUCTED RAIDS ACROSS EUROPE, INCLUDING NOTABLE OPERATIONS
IN NORWAY AND THE MEDITERRANEAN.

- D-DAY AND THE PACIFIC THEATRE: THE ROYAL MARINES PLAYED A PIVOTAL ROLE IN THE D-DAY LANDINGS (OPERATION

OVERLORD) IN ]944, AS WELL AS IN THE PACIFIC THEATRE, FIGHTING IN THE ISLAND-HOPPING CAMPAIGNS AGAINSTJAPANESE
FORCES.

PosT-\W AR ERA AND MODERNIZATION

AFTER WORLD W AR I, THE ROYAL MARINES ADAPTED TO NEW GLOBAL REALITIES, INCLUDING THE CoLD W AR AND
SUBSEQUENT CONFLICTS.

CoLb W AR AND PEACEKEEPING MISSIONS

- NATO anp GLoBAL RoLE: THRoUGHOUT THE CoLD W AR, THE ROYAL MARINES ENGAGED IN VARIOUS NATO EXERCISES
AND PEACEKEEPING MISSIONS, SHOWCASING THEIR VERSATILITY AND READINESS TO RESPOND TO INTERNATIONAL CRISES.

- CONFLICT IN THE FALKLANDS: ONE OF THE DEFINING MOMENTS FOR THE ROYAL MARINES IN THE POST-WAR ERA CAME DURING

THE FALKLANDS W AR IN 198 2. THEY LED THE LAND ASSAULT IN THE RECAPTURE OF THE FALKLAND ISLANDS FROM ARGENTINE
FORCES, DEMONSTRATING THEIR AMPHIBIOUS W ARFARE EXPERTISE.

CoNTEMPORARY OPERATIONS

IN THE 2 TsT CENTURY, THE RovAL MARINES HAVE CONTINUED TO EVOLVE, PARTICIPATING IN VARIOUS CONFLICTS AND
HUMANITARIAN MISSIONS:

- AFGHANISTAN: THE ROYAL MARINES WERE HEAVILY INVOLVED IN OPERATIONS IN AFGHANISTAN, WHERE THEY CONDUCTED



COUNTER-INSURGENCY OPERATIONS AND PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN THE STABILIZATION EFFORTS POST‘Q/] 1.

- HUMANITARIAN EFFORTS: THEY HAVE ALSO ENGAGED IN HUMANITARIAN MISSIONS, PROVIDING ASSISTANCE IN NATURAL
DISASTERS AND CONTRIBUTING TO INTERNATIONAL PEACEKEEPING EFFORTS.

TRAINING AND STRUCTURE

THE RoYAL MARINES ARE RENOWNED FOR THEIR RIGOROUS TRAINING AND ELITE STATUS WITHIN THE BRITISH ARMED FORCES.

CoMMANDO TRAINING

- CoMMANDO CoursE: THE COMMANDO TRAINING COURSE IS ONE OF THE MOST CHALLENGING MILITARY TRAINING PROGRAMS IN
THE WORLD, DESIGNED TO DEVELOP PHYSICAL ENDURANCE, MENTAL RESILIENCE, AND TACTICAL PROFICIENCY.

- GREEN BERET: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THE COURSE EARNS MARINES THE COVETED GREEN BERET, SYMBOLIZING THEIR ELITE
STATUS AND COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE.

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

- UniT ComposITION: THE ROYAL MARINES ARE ORGANIZED INTO SEVERAL KEY UNITS, INCLUDING:

- 1sT AND 3RD COMMANDO BRIGADES: THESE FORMATIONS ARE THE BACKBONE OF THE ROYAL MARINE'S OPERATIONAL
CAPABILITIES, SPECIALIZING IN AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULTS AND RAPID-RESPONSE OPERATIONS.

- SPeCIAL BOAT ServICE (SBS): THe SBS IS THE NAVAL SPECIAL FORCES UNIT OF THE ROYAL MARINES, FOCUSING ON
COVERT OPERATIONS AND MARITIME COUNTER-TERRORISM.

LEGACY AND INFLUENCE

THE HISTORY OF THE ROYAL MARINES IS NOT JUST ABOUT MILITARY CAMPAIGNS; IT ENCOMPASSES A LEGACY OF COURAGE,
ADAPTABILITY, AND SERVICE. THEIR INFLUENCE EXTENDS BEYOND THE BATTLEFIELD AND INTO THE REALMS OF CULTURE AND
SOCIETY.

SYMBOL OF EXCELLENCE

- CULTURAL IMPACT: THE RoYAL MARINES HAVE BECOME A SYMBOL OF BRITISH MILITARY HERITAGE, CELEBRATED IN
LITERATURE, FILM, AND POPULAR CULTURE. THEIR ETHOS OF “PErR MARE, PER TerRAM” (BY SEA, BY LAND) UNDERSCORES
THEIR VERSATILITY AND COMMITMENT.

- COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: THE ROYAL MARINES REMAIN ACTIVELY ENGAGED WITH LOCAL COMMUNITIES, SUPPORTING
VETERANS' INITIATIVES AND PROMOTING AWARENESS OF MILITARY HISTORY AND SERVICE.

CONCLUSION

THE HISTORY OF THE ROYAL MARINES IS A TESTAMENT TO THEIR ENDURING LEGACY AS ONE OF THE WORLD’S PREMIER FIGHTING
FORCES. FROM THEIR ORIGINS IN THE 17TH CENTURY TO THEIR MODERN ROLE IN GLOBAL MILITARY OPERATIONS, THEY HAVE
CONSISTENTLY DEMONSTRATED TACTICAL EXCELLENCE, ADAPTABILITY, AND AN UNWAVERING COMMITMENT TO SERVICE. AS THE
RoYAL MARINES CONTINUE TO EVOLVE, THEY EMBODY THE SPIRIT OF THE BrITISH ARMED FORCES, READY TO MEET THE



CHALLENGES OF THE FUTURE WHILE HONORING THEIR RICH HERITAGE.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\WHEN WERE THE ROYAL MARINES ESTABLISHED?

THE ROYAL MARINES WERE ESTABLISHED ON OCTOBER 28, 1664, ORIGINALLY AS THE DUKE OF YORK AND ALBANY'S
MARITIME REGIMENT OF FoOT.

\W/HAT ROLE DID THE RoYAL MARINES PLAY IN THE NAPOLEONIC W ARS?

DURING THE NAPOLEONIC W ARS, THE ROYAL MARINES SERVED AS ELITE INFANTRY AND PARTICIPATED IN KEY BATTLES,
INCLUDING THE BATTLE OF TRAFALGAR IN 1805.

How pib THE RoYAL MARINES ADAPT DURING W ORLD W AR II?

IN WoRrLD W AR Il, THE ROoYAL MARINES ADAPTED BY FORMING SPECIALIZED UNITS SUCH AS THE COMMANDOS, FOCUSING ON
AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULTS AND GUERRILLA W ARFARE.

\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ‘GREEN BerReT’ FOR THE ROYAL MARINES?

THe GREEN BERET IS A SYMBOL OF THE ROYAL MARINES' ELITE STATUS, AWARDED TO THOSE WHO SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETE
THE RIGOROUS COMMANDO TRAINING.

How HAVE THE RoYAL MARINES CONTRIBUTED TO MODERN CONFLICTS?

THE RoYAL MARINES HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO MODERN CONFLICTS THROUGH THEIR EXPERTISE IN AMPHIBIOUS OPERATIONS,
COUNTER-TERRORISM, AND PEACEKEEPING MISSIONS AROUND THE GLOBE.

W/HAT IS THE CURRENT ROLE OF THE RoYAL MARINES WITHIN THE UK ARMED FORCES?

TODAY/ THE ROYAL MARINES SERVE AS AN ELITE AMPHIBIOUS LIGHT INFANTRY FORCE, SPECIALIZING IN RAPID-RESPONSE
OPERATIONS AND GLOBAL DEPLOYMENTS IN SUPPORT OF UK MILITARY OBJECTIVES.
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