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History of the Lemp Mansion

The history of the Lemp Mansion is a fascinating tale interwoven with tragedy, innovation, and the
evolution of St. Louis, Missouri. Once a prosperous brewery, the Lemp Mansion has transformed into
a renowned landmark, steeped in lore and tales of the supernatural. This article delves into the rich
and tumultuous past of the Lemp family, the rise and fall of their brewing empire, and the mansion's
current status as a historical site and haunted attraction.

The Lemp Family and the Rise of the Brewery

The Lemp family's journey in the brewing business began in the early 19th century, during a period
marked by rapid industrialization and the growing popularity of beer in America.

Origins of the Lemp Family

- German Immigrants: The Lemp family emigrated from Germany to the United States in the 1830s.
Johann Adam Lemp settled in St. Louis, where he initially worked as a grocery store owner before
venturing into the brewing industry.

- Founding of the Lemp Brewery: In 1840, Johann Lemp opened a small brewery known as the
Western Brewery. His focus on quality and innovation laid the groundwork for future success.

The Brewery’s Growth

- Expansion: Following Johann's success, his son, William Lemp, took the reins and transformed the
brewery into one of the largest in the region.

- Innovations: The Lemp Brewery was one of the first in the United States to use refrigeration
techniques, allowing for year-round brewing and the production of lager beer, which surged in
popularity.

- Product Line: The company introduced several notable beers, including the famous "Lemp's Special
Beer," which quickly became a local favorite.

The Lemp Mansion: Architectural Marvel

As the brewery flourished, so did the Lemp Mansion, which originally served as the family home. The
mansion itself is a stunning example of the Italianate architectural style.



Construction and Design

- Built in 1868: The mansion was constructed as a residence for the Lemp family, showcasing lavish
design elements and spacious living areas.

- Architectural Features: The house features a distinctive red brick facade, large arched windows,
and intricately designed cornices. The interior boasts grand staircases, ornate woodwork, and
elegant fixtures that reflect the family's wealth and status.

Family Legacy

- Life in the Mansion: The Lemp family lived in the mansion for several generations, hosting lavish
parties and events. The home became a social hub for St. Louis's elite.

- Personal Tragedies: Despite their wealth, the family faced numerous personal tragedies, including
the deaths of several family members under mysterious or tragic circumstances.

Decline of the Lemp Empire

The Lemp family's once-thriving brewery faced challenges that ultimately led to its decline.

The Impact of Prohibition

- National Prohibition: The passage of the 18th Amendment in 1920 had a devastating effect on the
brewing industry. Many breweries, including the Lemp Brewery, were forced to close or adapt.

- Business Strategies: In an attempt to survive, the Lemp family diversified their business by
producing near-beer and other non-alcoholic beverages. However, these efforts were largely
unsuccessful.

Family Tragedies

The Lemp family suffered a series of tragic events that compounded their struggles:

1. William Lemp’s Death: William Lemp, the brewery's founder, died by suicide in 1922 in the
mansion. His death marked the beginning of a series of tragedies for the family.

2. Subsequent Suicides: Following William's death, several family members, including his sons, also
took their own lives, reportedly due to the immense stress and pressure from the failing brewery.
The most notable was Charles Lemp, who died in 1949.

The Lemp Mansion Today

After the brewery closed in 1920, the Lemp Mansion underwent various transformations. Today, it



serves as a restaurant, inn, and haunted attraction.

Transformation into a Restaurant and Inn

- Restoration Efforts: The mansion was restored in the 1970s and opened to the public as a
restaurant and inn. The owners aimed to preserve its historical significance while providing a unique
dining experience.

- Dining Experience: The restaurant has gained a reputation for its fine dining and historic
ambiance. Guests can enjoy a meal in the beautifully decorated dining rooms that reflect the
mansion’s rich heritage.

Haunted Reputation

- Ghost Tours: The Lemp Mansion is renowned for its haunted reputation. Many visitors and staff
have reported experiencing paranormal activities, leading to the establishment of ghost tours.

- Reported Sightings: Visitors have claimed to see apparitions, hear unexplained noises, and even
feel cold spots in certain areas of the mansion. The tales of the Lemp family’s tragic history have
contributed to the mansion’s eerie atmosphere.

- Cultural Impact: The haunted reputation has made the Lemp Mansion a popular destination for
ghost hunters and paranormal enthusiasts, adding to its allure as a historical site.

Conclusion

The history of the Lemp Mansion is a captivating journey through the rise and fall of a prominent
American brewing family. From its beginnings as a family home to its current status as a restaurant
and haunted attraction, the mansion embodies the complexity of the Lemp family's legacy. The
intertwining of prosperity, tragedy, and mystery creates a narrative that continues to intrigue
historians, ghost hunters, and visitors alike. As the Lemp Mansion stands today, it serves not only as
a reminder of St. Louis's rich brewing history but also as a testament to the enduring power of
stories, both told and untold, that haunt its walls.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Lemp Mansion in St. Louis
history?

The Lemp Mansion is significant as it was the home of the Lemp family, a prominent brewing family
in St. Louis during the 19th and early 20th centuries. It is now known for its historical architecture
and reputed hauntings.



Who were the original owners of the Lemp Mansion?

The original owners were the Lemp family, specifically Johann Adam Lemp, who founded the Lemp
Brewery in 1840, which became one of the largest breweries in the United States.

What events led to the decline of the Lemp Brewery?

The decline of the Lemp Brewery was influenced by several factors, including Prohibition in the
1920s, which forced the brewery to close, as well as the family’s internal tragedies, including
multiple suicides.

Is the Lemp Mansion considered haunted?

Yes, the Lemp Mansion is considered haunted, with numerous reports of paranormal activity.
Visitors and staff have reported sightings of spirits, particularly those of members of the Lemp
family.

What architectural style is the Lemp Mansion designed in?

The Lemp Mansion is designed in the Italianate architectural style, featuring ornate details, large
windows, and a distinctive facade that reflects its Victorian heritage.

How has the Lemp Mansion been used since the Lemp family
vacated it?

Since the Lemp family vacated the mansion, it has been converted into a restaurant and inn,
attracting visitors interested in its history and ghost stories.

What are some notable features of the Lemp Mansion?

Notable features of the Lemp Mansion include its grand staircase, beautiful stained glass windows,
and the original Lemp family furnishings that have been preserved.

What role does the Lemp Mansion play in local tourism today?

The Lemp Mansion plays a significant role in local tourism as a haunted attraction and historical
site, offering tours, dining experiences, and special events that celebrate its storied past.
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