HISTORY OF THE CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST

HisTorY oF THE CHURCH oF GoD IN CHRIST HAS ROOTS THAT TRACE BACK TO THE LATE 19TH CENTURY IN THE UNITED
STATES. FOUNDED DURING A PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANT SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS UPHEAVAL, THE CHURCH oF Gob IN CHRIST
(COGK:) EMERGED AS A VITAL FORCE IN THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY. THIS ARTICLE WILL EXPLORE THE ORIGINS, KEY
FIGURES, THEOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENTS, AND THE IMPACT OF COGIC THROUGHOUT ITS HISTORY.

ORIGINS OF THE CHURCH oF GoD IN CHRIST

THe CHURCH OF GoD IN CHRIST WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1897, PRIMARILY BY BisHOP CHARLES HARRISON MASON. AMID THE
BACKDROP OF THE HOLINESS MOVEMENT, WHICH SOUGHT TO PROMOTE A DEEPER SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE AND A RETURN TO
BIBLICAL PRACTICES, MASON AND HIS FOLLOWERS SOUGHT TO CREATE A CHURCH THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE SPIRITUAL NEEDS
OF AFRICAN AMERICANS, PARTICULARLY IN THE RURAL SOUTH.

THe HoLINESS MOVEMENT

THE HoLINESS MOVEMENT, WHICH BEGAN IN THE MID- 19 TH CENTURY, EMPHASIZED THE NECESSITY OF PERSONAL HOLINESS AND
SANCTIFICATION. KEY CHARACTERISTICS OF THIS MOVEMENT INCLUDED:

® EMPHASIS ON PERSONAL SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCES AND DIRECT INTERACTIONS WITH GOD.

o BELIEF IN THE SECOND WORK OF GRACE, WHICH IS THE SANCTIFICATION PROCESS FOLLOWING SALVATION.

e OPPOSITION TO WORLDLY PRACTICES AND LIFESTYLES, ADVOCATING FOR A LIFE OF PURITY AND HOLINESS.

THIS MOVEMENT LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF COG|C, WHICH WOULD EMBODY THESE PRINCIPLES WHILE
ALSO ADDRESSING THE UNIQUE CULTURAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS FACED BY AFRICAN AMERICANS.

Key FIGURES IN COGIC HisTorY

THE HISTORY OF THE CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST IS MARKED BY SEVERAL INFLUENTIAL LEADERS WHO SHAPED ITS TRAJECTORY.
AMONG THEM, CHARLES HARRISON MASON STANDS OUT AS A PIVOTAL FIGURE.

CHARLES HARRISON MASON

MASON WAS BORN ON SEPTEMBER 8, 1864, IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE. HIS EARLY LIFE WAS MARKED BY HARDSHIP, BUT HE
EXPERIENCED A PROFOUND CONVERSION THAT SET HIM ON A PATH OF SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP. SOME KEY POINTS ABOUT MASON
INCLUDE:

o ORDAINED AS A MINISTER IN 1880, HE BEGAN PREACHING IN VARIOUS CHURCHES.

e IN 1897, HE FORMALLY ORGANIZED THE CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST, FOCUSING ON HOLINESS AND SANCTIFICATION.

o UNDER MASON's LEADERSHIP, COGIC GREW RAPIDLY, EXPANDING BEYOND THE SOUTHERN STATES TO ESTABLISH A
NATIONAL PRESENCE.



MASON'S COMMITMENT TO EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ALSO PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN THE CHURCH'S
GROWTH. HE ESTABLISHED SCHOOLS AND PROGRAMS AIMED AT UPLIFTING THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY.

THe Rise oF COGIC

UNDER MASON’S LEADERSHIP, THE CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST BEGAN TO FLOURISH. BY THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY, THE CHURCH
HAD ATTRACTED A DIVERSE CONGREGATION AND ESTABLISHED A PRESENCE IN VARIOUS CITIES ACROSS THE UNITED STATES.

THeoLoGICAL DEVELOPMENTS

THE CHURCH oF GoD IN CHRIST ADHERES TO A DISTINCT SET OF BELIEFS AND PRACTICES THAT SET IT APART FROM OTHER
DENOMINATIONS. KEY THEOLOGICAL TENETS INCLUDE:

HOLINESS AND SANCTIFICATION

COGIC PLACES A STRONG EMPHASIS ON THE DOCTRINE OF HOLINESS, VIEWING IT AS A FUNDAMENTAL ASPECT OF THE
CHRISTIAN LIFE. THIS DOCTRINE IS CHARACTERIZED BY:
® THE BELIEF IN A SECOND WORK OF GRACE, WHICH SANCTIFIES THE BELIEVER AND EMPOWERS THEM FOR SERVICE.
e AN EXPECTATION OF A TRANSFORMED LIFE THAT REFLECTS THE TEACHINGS OFJESUS CHRIST.

® ENCOURAGEMENT OF PERSONAL AND COMMUNAL PRACTICES THAT PROMOTE HOLINESS.

THe RoLE OF THE HoLY SPIRIT

THe HoLy SPIRIT IS CENTRAL To COGIC THEOLOGY. THE CHURCH TEACHES THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT PLAYS AN ACTIVE ROLE IN
THE BELIEVER'S LIFE, PROVIDING GUIDANCE, EMPOWERMENT, AND SPIRITUAL GIFTS. THIS BELIEF IS MANIFESTED IN SEVERAL WAYS,
INCLUDING:

e EMPHASIS ON PRAYER AND FASTING AS MEANS OF SEEKING THE HoLY SPIRIT'S GUIDANCE.

® BELIEF IN THE MANIFESTATION OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS, SUCH AS SPEAKING IN TONGUES AND PROPHECY.

® ENCOURAGEMENT OF WORSHIP PRACTICES THAT CELEBRATE THE PRESENCE AND WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

IMPACT ON SOCIETY

THE CHURCH oF GoD IN CHRIST HAS PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY, NOT ONLY AS A
PLACE OF WORSHIP BUT ALSO AS A CENTER FOR SOCIAL AND POLITICAL ACTIVISM.



SoclAL JusTice AND CiviL RIGHTS

THROUGHOUT ITS HISTORY, COGIC HAS BEEN INVOLVED IN VARIOUS SOCIAL JUSTICE INITIATIVES, PARTICULARLY DURING THE
CiviL RIGHTS MOVEMENT. KEY CONTRIBUTIONS INCLUDE:

® ADVOCACY FOR VOTER REGISTRATION AND CIVIL RIGHTS LEGISLATION IN THE 1960s.
® SUPPORT FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS AIMED AT ADDRESSING POVERTY AND INEQUALITY.

o COLLABORATION WITH OTHER RELIGIOUS AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS TO PROMOTE SOCIAL JUSTICE.

EbucAaTioN AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

COGIC HAS ALSO MADE SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT. THE CHURCH HAS
ESTABLISHED NUMEROUS SCHOOLS, COLLEGES, AND VOCATIONAL TRAINING PROGRAMS THAT SERVE THE AFRICAN AMERICAN
COMMUNITY. NOTABLE INSTITUTIONS INCLUDE:

® SAINT AUGUSTINE COLLEGE IN RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA.
e COGIC's NATIONAL CONVOCATION, WHICH PROVIDES EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES AND WORKSHOPS.

® VARIOUS INITIATIVES AIMED AT ADDRESSING HEALTH DISPARITIES AND PROMOTING WELLNESS IN THE COMMUNITY.

MoDERN DEVELOPMENTS AND GLOBAL EXPANSION

IN RECENT YEARS, THE CHURCH oF GoD IN CHRIST HAS EXPERIENCED SIGNIFICANT GROWTH AND TRANSFORMATION. THE CHURCH
HAS EMBRACED TECHNOLOGY AND SOCIAL MEDIA, ALLOWING IT TO REACH A BROADER AUDIENCE. KEY DEVELOPMENTS INCLUDE:

GLosAL OUTREACH

COGIC HAS EXPANDED ITS REACH BEYOND THE UNITED STATESI ESTABLISHING CONGREGATIONS AND MISSIONS IN VARIOUS
COUNTRIES. THIS GLOBAL OUTREACH INCLUDES:

e MISSION TRIPS AND PARTNERSHIPS WITH LOCAL CHURCHES IN AFRICA/ ASIA, AND THE CARIBBEAN.
® SUPPORT FOR INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN EFFORTS AND DISASTER RELIEF INITIATIVES.

® PROMOTION OF CULTURAL EXCHANGES AND JOINT WORSHIP SERVICES WITH INTERNATIONAL CONGREGATIONS.

EMBRACING DIVERSITY

As COGIC CONTINUES TO GROW, IT HAS BECOME INCREASINGLY DIVERSE, WELCOMING MEMBERS FROM VARIOUS RACIAL, ETHNIC,



AND CULTURAL BACKGROUNDS. THIS INCLUSIVITY IS SEEN IN:

® MULTICULTURAL WORSHIP SERVICES THAT INCORPORATE DIFFERENT LANGUAGES AND TRADITIONS.
o |_EADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS THAT ENCOURAGE DIVERSITY WITHIN CHURCH LEADERSHIP.

o COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS WITH OTHER DENOMINATIONS TO PROMOTE UNITY AND UNDERSTANDING.

COoNCLUSION

THE HISTORY OF THE CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST IS A TESTAMENT TO ITS RESILIENCE, ADAPTABILITY, AND COMMITMENT TO
SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND SOCIAL JUSTICE. FROM ITS HUMBLE BEGINNINGS IN THE LATE 19TH CENTURY TO ITS STATUS AS A
GLOBAL CHURCH TODAY, COGIC REMAINS A VITAL FORCE IN THE LIVES OF MILLIONS. AS IT CONTINUES TO EVOLVE, THE
CHURCH’S EMPHASIS ON HOLINESS, COMMUNITY SERVICE, AND GLOBAL OUTREACH ENSURES THAT IT WILL REMAIN RELEVANT IN
ADDRESSING THE CHALLENGES AND NEEDS OF BELIEVERS TODAY AND IN THE FUTURE.

FREQUENTLY AsSkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE ORIGIN OF THE CHURCH oF GoD IN CHRIST?

THE CHURCH oF Gob IN CHrIST (COGIC) wAS FOUNDED IN 1897 BY BisHor CHARLES HARRISON MASON IN LITTLE Rock,
ARKANSAS. |T EMERGED FROM THE HOLINESS MOVEMENT AND BECAME A PROMINENT PENTECOSTAL DENOMINATION.

WHO WAS THE FOUNDER OF THE CHURCH OF GoD IN CHRIST?

BisHoP CHARLES HARRISON MASON IS RECOGNIZED AS THE FOUNDER OF THE CHURCH OF Gob IN CHRIST. HE PLAYED A CRUCIAL
ROLE IN ESTABLISHING ITS DOCTRINES AND STRUCTURE.

\WHAT ARE THE CORE BELIEFS OF THE CHURCH oF GoD IN CHRIST?

THe COGIC EMPHASIZES SALVATION THROUGH FAITH INJESUS CHRIST, THE NECESSITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT FOR LIVING A HOLY
LIFE, AND THE IMPORTANCE OF EVANGELISM AND MISSIONS.

How HAS THE CHURCH OF GobD IN CHRIST INFLUENCED AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURE?

COGIC HAS SIGNIFICANTLY INFLUENCED AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURE THROUGH ITS MUSIC, WORSHIP STYLES, AND COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT. ITS CHOIRS AND GOSPEL MUSIC HAVE HAD A LASTING IMPACT ON AMERICAN MUSIC GENRES.

WHAT ROLE DID THE CHURCH OF GoD IN CHRIST PLAY DURING THE CIVIL RIGHTS
MoOVEMENT?

THe COGIC was AcTIVE IN THE CIvIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT, WITH MANY LEADERS AND MEMBERS PARTICIPATING IN PROTESTS
AND ADVOCATING FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE, REFLECTING THE CHURCH'S COMMITMENT TO EQUALITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS.

W/HAT IS THE CURRENT STRUCTURE OF THE CHURCH OF Gob IN CHRIST?

THe COGIC IS STRUCTURED WITH A HIERARCHICAL SYSTEM LED BY A PRESIDING BISHOP. |T INCLUDES VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS,
REGIONAL JURISDICTIONS, AND LOCAL CONGREGATIONS ACROSS THE UNITED STATES AND INTERNATIONALLY.



How HAS THE CHURCH oF GobD IN CHRIST GROWN SINCE ITS INCEPTION?

SINCE ITS FOUNDING, THE COGIC HAS GROWN TO BECOME ONE OF THE LARGEST PENTECOSTAL DENOMINATIONS IN THE UNITED
STATES, WITH MILLIONS OF MEMBERS AND THOUSANDS OF CONGREGATIONS \WORLDW/IDE.

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE of THE COGIC’s ANNUAL CONVOCATION?

Tre COGIC’S ANNUAL CONVOCATION IS A SIGNIFICANT EVENT FOR FELLOWSHIP, W ORSHIP, AND DECISION-MAKING WITHIN THE
CHURCH. |T SERVES AS A PLATFORM FOR LEADERSHIP TRAINING AND THE DISCUSSION OF CHURCH INITIATIVES.

WHAT CHALLENGES HAS THE CHURCH oF GobD IN CHRIST FACED OVER THE YEARS?

THe COGIC HAS FACED CHALLENGES SUCH AS INTERNAL DIVISIONS, DEBATES OVER THEOLOGY AND SOCIAL ISSUES, AND THE
NEED TO ADDRESS MODERN SOCIETAL CHANGES WHILE MAINTAINING ITS CORE BELIEFS.

How poEes THE CHURCH oF GoD IN CHRIST ENGAGE WITH CONTEMPORARY ISSUES?

THe COGIC ENGAGES WITH CONTEMPORARY ISSUES BY PROMOTING SOCIAL JUSTICE, ADDRESSING MENTAL HEALTH, AND
PARTICIPATING IN COMMUNITY SERVICE, WHILE ENCOURAGING ITS MEMBERS TO BE ACTIVE IN SOCIETAL CHANGE.
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