
history of the atlanta falcons
history of the atlanta falcons is a captivating journey through time that chronicles the
establishment, growth, and evolution of one of the National Football League's most prominent
franchises. Founded in 1965, the Atlanta Falcons have undergone significant changes, from their
early struggles to becoming a competitive force in the league. This article explores the team's
formation, key milestones, memorable players, and notable seasons, providing a comprehensive
overview of the franchise's impact on the NFL and its passionate fan base. As we delve deeper, we
will examine the Falcons' Super Bowl appearances, their transition to new stadiums, and the cultural
significance of the team in Atlanta.

This exploration will guide you through the intricate history of the Atlanta Falcons, offering insights
into their legacy and future potential.
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Formation and Early Years

The Atlanta Falcons were established in 1965 when businessman Rankin Smith was awarded an NFL
franchise. The franchise's name was selected through a fan contest, and "Falcons" was chosen to
symbolize the team's aggressive spirit. The Falcons played their first game on September 11, 1966,
against the Los Angeles Rams, marking the beginning of a long and storied history.

Initially, the team struggled to find success, finishing their inaugural season with a 3-11 record. The
early years were characterized by a series of coaching changes and inconsistent performances.
However, the franchise made strides in the late 1960s, becoming more competitive in the NFL's
Southern Division. The introduction of players like quarterback Bob Berry and running back Tommy
Novosel contributed to the team's development.

The 1970s: Building a Foundation

The 1970s were a critical period for the Falcons as they sought to establish a competitive roster. The



franchise drafted several key players, including linebacker Jeff Van Note and defensive end Claude
Humphrey, who would become cornerstones of the team. The Falcons achieved their first playoff
appearance in 1978, a significant milestone that marked their emergence as a contender in the
league.

Key Milestones and Achievements

Throughout their history, the Atlanta Falcons have experienced numerous milestones that have
shaped their identity. One of the most significant achievements came in the 1990s when the team
first reached the playoffs under head coach Jerry Glanville. The Falcons' success during this period
helped solidify their place in the NFL.

The Rise in the 1990s

In the early 1990s, the Falcons made substantial improvements. The hiring of head coach June Jones
in 1994 brought a new offensive philosophy that revitalized the team. With players like quarterback
Chris Chandler and wide receiver Terance Mathis, the Falcons became a formidable offensive unit.
The pinnacle of this era was the team's appearance in Super Bowl 3 in 1998, where they faced the
Denver Broncos.

Notable Players and Coaches

The Atlanta Falcons have been home to many legendary players and coaches who have left a lasting
impact on the franchise. Notable figures include quarterback Michael Vick, who electrified fans with
his dynamic playing style and became one of the most recognizable athletes in sports. Vick's tenure
with the Falcons began in 2001, and he quickly became a fan favorite.

Influential Coaches

Coaches have played a significant role in the Falcons' success. Dan Quinn, who took over as head
coach in 2015, led the team to the Super Bowl LI in 2017. Under his leadership, the Falcons
showcased a high-powered offense and a resilient defense. Quinn's approach revitalized the team
and brought them back to the national spotlight.

Super Bowl Appearances

The Atlanta Falcons have made two Super Bowl appearances in their history. The first came in 1998,
when they faced the Denver Broncos in Super Bowl XXXIII. Despite a strong season, the Falcons fell
short, losing 34-19. The second appearance occurred in 2017, during Super Bowl LI, where they



faced the New England Patriots. This game is particularly memorable due to the Falcons' historic
28-3 lead before losing 34-28 in overtime, marking one of the most dramatic comebacks in Super
Bowl history.

Lessons from the Super Bowl Losses

Both Super Bowl appearances have provided the Falcons with valuable lessons in resilience and
growth. The 1998 loss taught the team about the importance of maintaining focus and adapting to
high-pressure situations. The 2017 loss highlighted the need for strategic adjustments and mental
toughness in critical moments, lessons that the organization continues to reflect upon as they strive
for future success.

Transition to Mercedes-Benz Stadium

In 2017, the Atlanta Falcons moved to their new home, Mercedes-Benz Stadium, a state-of-the-art
facility that replaced the Georgia Dome. This transition marked a new era for the franchise,
providing fans with an unparalleled game-day experience. The stadium features a retractable roof,
advanced technology, and enhanced amenities, making it one of the premier venues in the NFL.

The Impact of the New Stadium

The move to Mercedes-Benz Stadium has had a positive impact on the Falcons, both on and off the
field. The increased revenue from ticket sales and sponsorships has allowed the team to invest in
player development and community outreach programs. Additionally, the stadium's design promotes
fan engagement and has elevated the overall atmosphere during games.

Impact on Atlanta and the NFL

The Atlanta Falcons have become an integral part of the city’s identity and culture. The team's
passionate fan base supports the Falcons through thick and thin, showcasing the deep-rooted
connection between the franchise and the Atlanta community. The Falcons have also played a
significant role in the evolution of the NFL, contributing to the league's popularity in the southern
United States.

Cultural Significance

The cultural significance of the Falcons extends beyond the football field. The team has been
involved in various charitable initiatives and community programs, reflecting their commitment to
social responsibility. Events such as "Rise Up" campaigns have united fans and fostered a sense of



community pride. The Falcons’ influence on the local economy is substantial, with game days
generating considerable revenue for local businesses and tourism.

As we reflect on the history of the Atlanta Falcons, it is evident that the franchise has not only
endured but has thrived through challenges and triumphs. Their journey is one of resilience,
ambition, and community spirit, underscoring the profound impact that sports can have on a city and
its people. The future looks bright for the Falcons, as they continue to strive for excellence and aim
for their first Super Bowl title.

Q: When were the Atlanta Falcons established?
A: The Atlanta Falcons were established in 1965 when Rankin Smith was awarded an NFL franchise.
They played their first game in 1966.

Q: How many Super Bowls have the Atlanta Falcons played in?
A: The Atlanta Falcons have played in two Super Bowls—Super Bowl XXXIII in 1998 and Super Bowl
LI in 2017.

Q: Who are some notable players in Atlanta Falcons history?
A: Notable players include Michael Vick, Chris Chandler, Terance Mathis, and Claude Humphrey, all
of whom made significant contributions to the franchise.

Q: What is the significance of Mercedes-Benz Stadium for the
Falcons?
A: Mercedes-Benz Stadium, opened in 2017, provides a modern facility for the Falcons, enhancing
the fan experience and allowing the team to invest more in player development and community
programs.

Q: Why did the Falcons struggle in their early years?
A: The Falcons struggled in their early years due to a lack of established talent, frequent coaching
changes, and the challenges of competing in a strong NFL division.

Q: What were the results of the Falcons' Super Bowl
appearances?
A: The Falcons lost Super Bowl XXXIII to the Denver Broncos and Super Bowl LI to the New England
Patriots, with the latter featuring a historic comeback by the Patriots.



Q: Who was the head coach during the Falcons' Super Bowl LI
appearance?
A: The head coach during the Falcons' Super Bowl LI appearance was Dan Quinn, who led the team
to a strong season and a playoff run.

Q: How has the culture of Atlanta influenced the Falcons?
A: The culture of Atlanta has fostered a passionate fan base that supports the Falcons, with the team
engaging in community initiatives that reflect the values and spirit of the city.

Q: What was a key turning point in the Falcons' history?
A: A key turning point in the Falcons' history was their first playoff appearance in 1978, which set
the stage for future success and established the team as a competitive force in the NFL.

Q: How do the Falcons contribute to the local economy?
A: The Falcons contribute significantly to the local economy through game-day revenue, tourism,
and community events, supporting local businesses and creating jobs in the region.
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