
history of texas capitol

history of texas capitol is a fascinating narrative that intertwines the rich heritage of Texas with
architectural brilliance. The Texas Capitol, located in Austin, serves as a symbol of the state’s history,
governance, and culture. This article will explore the origins of the Capitol, its architectural features, the
various renovations and expansions it has undergone, and its significance in Texas politics. Readers will
gain insights into the Capitol’s role in Texas history and the stories embedded within its walls.
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Historical Background of the Texas Capitol
The history of the Texas Capitol begins in the early 19th century. The first Capitol building was
constructed in 1837, shortly after Texas gained independence from Mexico. Initially, the government
operated out of a modest wooden structure in Columbia, Texas. However, as the population grew and the
government matured, it became apparent that a more permanent and grand building was necessary.

In 1840, the capital moved to Austin, a strategic location that was central and accessible. The first permanent
Capitol was completed in 1853 but was tragically destroyed by fire in 1881. This catastrophic event
prompted the need for a new building, leading to the construction of the current Texas Capitol, which was
completed in 1888.

This new Capitol was designed to reflect the growing importance of Texas and its governance. The
selection of Austin as the capital city symbolized a commitment to the frontier spirit and the future of the
state.



The Architectural Design
The architectural design of the Texas Capitol is one of its most striking features. The current building was
designed by architect Elijah E. Myers, who incorporated elements of Renaissance Revival architecture.
The Capitol stands tall at 302 feet, making it the tallest state capitol in the United States. Its dome is
particularly notable, as it is higher than that of the United States Capitol in Washington, D.C.

Key features of the Texas Capitol include:

Dome: The impressive dome is a defining characteristic, adorned with intricate designs and statues.

Exterior Material: Constructed from Texas pink granite, the building’s stone is locally sourced and
contributes to its unique appearance.

Interior Design: The interior is equally lavish, featuring grand staircases, murals, and extensive use of
Texas wood and marble.

The use of local materials not only enhances the aesthetic appeal but also symbolizes Texas pride and
identity. The architectural design has made the Texas Capitol a prominent landmark, attracting visitors and
scholars alike.

Renovations and Restorations
Throughout its history, the Texas Capitol has undergone several renovations and restorations to preserve its
integrity and adapt to the changing needs of the state government. Significant restoration efforts occurred
in the late 20th century, particularly from 1999 to 2004, when the Capitol underwent a comprehensive
renovation to restore its historical elements while modernizing its facilities.

These renovations included:

Structural Reinforcement: To ensure the building's safety against natural disasters, structural
reinforcements were made.

Restoration of Original Features: Many original features, such as the murals and woodwork, were
painstakingly restored to their former glory.

Modern Amenities: Although the historical aesthetics were preserved, modern technology and
amenities were integrated into the building.

The renovations not only preserved the Capitol but also enhanced its function as a working government
building, demonstrating a balance between history and modernity.



Significance in Texas Politics
The Texas Capitol is not just an architectural marvel; it is a vital center of political activity in the state. It
houses the offices of the Governor, the Texas Legislature, and various other state agencies. The building is a
hub for legislative sessions, making it a focal point of governance in Texas.

Throughout its history, the Capitol has witnessed numerous significant events, including:

Legislative Milestones: Important laws and amendments have been debated and passed within its
halls.

Political Protests: The Capitol grounds have served as a site for civil rights protests and political
rallies, reflecting the evolving political landscape of Texas.

Cultural Celebrations: The Capitol is often a site for cultural events and celebrations, showcasing
Texas heritage.

The significance of the Texas Capitol extends beyond its physical structure; it embodies the spirit of Texas
governance and its people's resilience and determination.

Visitor Information
The Texas Capitol is open to the public, allowing visitors to explore its rich history and architectural beauty.
Guided tours are available, providing insights into the building’s history, art, and the legislative process.
Visitors can enjoy:

Guided Tours: Knowledgeable guides lead tours that highlight the architectural details and historical
significance.

Self-Guided Tours: For those who prefer to explore at their own pace, self-guided materials are
available.

Visitor Center: The Capitol Visitor Center offers exhibits on Texas history and the legislative process.

Accessibility options are available for all visitors, ensuring everyone can appreciate this monumental
building and its importance in Texas history.



Conclusion
The history of the Texas Capitol is a testament to the state’s growth, resilience, and commitment to
democracy. From its early beginnings in a modest structure to the magnificent building that stands today,
the Capitol has played a crucial role in shaping Texas's political landscape. Its architectural beauty and
historical significance continue to attract visitors and serve as a source of pride for Texans. The Capitol not
only represents the governance of Texas but also embodies the spirit and culture of the Lone Star State.

Q: What year was the first Texas Capitol built?
A: The first Texas Capitol was built in 1837 in Columbia, Texas, shortly after Texas gained independence
from Mexico.

Q: Who designed the current Texas Capitol building?
A: The current Texas Capitol building was designed by architect Elijah E. Myers and completed in 1888.

Q: What materials were used in the construction of the Texas Capitol?
A: The Texas Capitol was primarily constructed from Texas pink granite, which was locally sourced and
adds to the building's unique aesthetic.

Q: How tall is the Texas Capitol building?
A: The Texas Capitol building stands at 302 feet tall, making it the tallest state capitol building in the United
States.

Q: What significant events have taken place at the Texas Capitol?
A: The Texas Capitol has hosted numerous legislative milestones, political protests, and cultural celebrations,
reflecting the dynamic political landscape of Texas.

Q: When was the last major renovation of the Texas Capitol?
A: The last major renovation of the Texas Capitol took place from 1999 to 2004, during which the building
was restored and modernized.



Q: Can the public visit the Texas Capitol?
A: Yes, the Texas Capitol is open to the public, and visitors can take guided or self-guided tours to learn
about its history and significance.

Q: What is the architectural style of the Texas Capitol?
A: The Texas Capitol features Renaissance Revival architecture, characterized by its grand dome and
intricate detailing.

Q: What role does the Texas Capitol play in state governance?
A: The Texas Capitol houses the offices of the Governor, the Texas Legislature, and various state agencies,
serving as a central hub for governance in Texas.

Q: Are there any special events held at the Texas Capitol?
A: Yes, the Texas Capitol often hosts special events, including cultural celebrations, public gatherings, and
legislative sessions, making it a vibrant part of the community.
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