
history of syracuse football

history of syracuse football is a rich tapestry that weaves together moments of triumph, adversity, and
evolution in the realm of college athletics. Founded in 1889, Syracuse football has developed a storied
history featuring legendary players, iconic coaches, and unforgettable games that have etched the
program's name in college football lore. This article explores the origins of the Syracuse football program,
significant milestones, key figures, and the major achievements that have defined its legacy. Additionally,
we will delve into the program's evolution, its challenges, and its current standing in college football. By
examining these aspects, we aim to provide an authoritative overview of Syracuse football's historical
significance.
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Origins of Syracuse Football
The origins of Syracuse football date back to 1889 when the university fielded its first team. The early
years were characterized by informal play and a lack of standardized rules, which were common in the
sport during that era. Syracuse played its first game against a team from the nearby University of
Rochester, marking the beginning of what would become a long-standing tradition of football at the
university.

In the early 1900s, the program began to gain traction as it started competing against more established
college teams. The formation of the Intercollegiate Athletic Association of the United States (IAUS) in 1906
helped to formalize rules and regulations, contributing to the growth of college football. Syracuse, with its
growing reputation, quickly became a competitive team in the region.



Establishment of Formal Competition
As the sport evolved, so did Syracuse's approach to football. The 1920s and 1930s marked a significant period
of development for the program. Syracuse joined the Eastern Collegiate Athletic Conference (ECAC),
which established a more structured competitive environment. This era saw Syracuse face off against rival
institutions, enhancing its profile and establishing a passionate fan base.

Key Milestones in Syracuse Football History
Throughout its history, Syracuse football has experienced numerous milestones that have been pivotal to its
identity. From its first bowl game appearance to legendary undefeated seasons, these moments have shaped
the program.

First Bowl Game Appearance
Syracuse made its first bowl game appearance in 1961 at the Liberty Bowl, where they faced the
University of Miami. This game marked a significant achievement, showcasing Syracuse's emergence on
the national stage and setting the foundation for future postseason participation.

Undefeated Seasons
One of the hallmark achievements in Syracuse's history was its undefeated seasons, particularly in 1959
when the team finished 11-0. This remarkable season culminated in a victory at the Cotton Bowl, elevating
the program's national profile and solidifying its reputation as a powerhouse in college football.

Notable Coaches and Players
The history of Syracuse football is marked by several influential coaches and players whose contributions
have left an indelible mark on the program. These figures not only shaped the team's strategies but also
inspired generations of athletes.

Legendary Coaches
Coaches such as Ben Schwartzwalder and Dick MacPherson played vital roles in defining the program's
identity. Ben Schwartzwalder, who coached from 1949 to 1973, led Syracuse to its only national
championship in 1959. His innovative coaching style and ability to recruit talented players laid the
groundwork for future successes. Dick MacPherson, who took over in the late 1980s, revitalized the
program and led the team to several bowl appearances, further enhancing Syracuse's reputation.



Iconic Players
Syracuse has produced numerous NFL stars, including Jim Brown, Ernie Davis, and Donovan McNabb.
Jim Brown, often considered one of the greatest running backs of all time, played for Syracuse from 1954 to
1956, setting records that still stand. Ernie Davis, the first African American to win the Heisman Trophy in
1961, exemplified the program's ability to develop elite talent. More recently, Donovan McNabb brought
national attention to Syracuse during the late 1990s with his dynamic play at quarterback.

Major Achievements and Championships
Syracuse football has a storied history of achievements, including conference championships and bowl
victories. The program's success in these areas has solidified its status as a significant player in college
football.

Conference Championships
Over the years, Syracuse has claimed numerous conference championships, particularly during its time in
the Big East Conference. The team's successes in the 1980s and 1990s, including winning the conference
title multiple times, showcased its competitiveness and ability to attract top talent.

Bowl Game Success
Syracuse has participated in several prestigious bowl games throughout its history, including the Orange
Bowl, Fiesta Bowl, and the aforementioned Cotton Bowl. These bowl appearances not only represent key
milestones but also provide opportunities for the team to compete against high-caliber opponents on a
national platform.

Challenges and Resilience
While the history of Syracuse football is filled with achievements, it has also faced its share of challenges.
The program has undergone periods of decline and transformation, requiring resilience and adaptation.

Struggles in the 2000s
During the 2000s, Syracuse experienced a downturn in performance, facing struggles in recruiting and
competitive success. This era highlighted the need for strategic changes within the program, prompting
the university to reassess its approach to football.



Rebuilding Efforts
In response to the challenges faced, Syracuse initiated rebuilding efforts that included hiring new coaching
staff and emphasizing player development. These efforts have begun to yield positive results, as the
program has seen improvements in recent seasons, rekindling the hope of returning to its former glory.

The Modern Era of Syracuse Football
In recent years, Syracuse football has made strides toward reestablishing itself as a competitive force in
college football. The program has embraced modern training techniques, advanced analytics, and a renewed
focus on recruiting.

Current Status in College Football
Today, Syracuse competes in the Atlantic Coast Conference (ACC), a move that has provided increased
visibility and competition. The team's performance in the ACC has been encouraging, as it seeks to make its
mark in a conference known for its football prowess. The university's commitment to enhancing its
facilities and resources further demonstrates its dedication to the program's success.

Community Engagement and Support
Syracuse football has maintained strong ties with its alumni and local community. The passionate fan base
continues to support the team, filling the Carrier Dome for home games and creating an electric
atmosphere. This community engagement is crucial for the program's sustained growth and success.

Conclusion
The history of Syracuse football is a rich narrative filled with triumphs, challenges, and a relentless pursuit
of excellence. From its humble beginnings to its emergence as a recognized program in college football,
Syracuse has demonstrated resilience and adaptability throughout its journey. As the program looks to the
future, it remains committed to building on its storied past while forging new paths in the ever-evolving
landscape of college athletics.

Q: What year was Syracuse football founded?
A: Syracuse football was founded in 1889, making it one of the oldest college football programs in the
United States.



Q: Who is the most famous player in Syracuse football history?
A: Jim Brown is often regarded as the most famous player in Syracuse football history, known for his
exceptional talent and contributions to the NFL.

Q: How many national championships has Syracuse football won?
A: Syracuse football has won one national championship, which occurred in 1959 under coach Ben
Schwartzwalder.

Q: What is the significance of the Carrier Dome?
A: The Carrier Dome is Syracuse's home stadium and is significant for being the first domed stadium built
on a college campus, providing a unique home-field advantage.

Q: Who are some notable coaches in Syracuse football history?
A: Notable coaches include Ben Schwartzwalder, who led the team to its national championship, and Dick
MacPherson, who revitalized the program in the late 1980s.

Q: When did Syracuse join the Atlantic Coast Conference (ACC)?
A: Syracuse joined the Atlantic Coast Conference (ACC) in 2013, enhancing its competitive landscape in
college football.

Q: How has Syracuse football evolved over the years?
A: Syracuse football has evolved by adapting to changes in coaching strategies, player development, and
competition, striving to remain relevant in the changing landscape of college athletics.

Q: What are some major bowl games Syracuse has participated in?
A: Syracuse has participated in several major bowl games, including the Cotton Bowl, the Orange Bowl,
and the Fiesta Bowl.



Q: What challenges has Syracuse football faced in recent years?
A: Syracuse football has faced challenges such as periods of decline in performance, struggles in recruiting,
and the need for program revitalization.

Q: Who was the first African American to win the Heisman Trophy from
Syracuse?
A: Ernie Davis was the first African American to win the Heisman Trophy, achieving this honor in 1961
while playing for Syracuse.
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