history of sigma gamma rho

history of sigma gamma rho is a rich narrative that encapsulates the ideals, struggles,
and triumphs of one of the most prominent sororities in the United States. Founded in
1922, Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. has cultivated a legacy centered on sisterhood,
scholarship, and service. This article delves into the origins of the sorority, its core values,
significant milestones, and its impact on the African American community and beyond.
Furthermore, we will explore the sorority's philanthropic efforts, notable members, and its
enduring influence in the realm of Greek life. By understanding the history of Sigma
Gamma Rho, we gain insight into its crucial role in promoting educational and social
advancement.
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Origins of Sigma Gamma Rho

The history of Sigma Gamma Rho began in the early 20th century amidst the backdrop of
racial discrimination and social injustice. The sorority was founded on November 12, 1922,
at Butler University in Indianapolis, Indiana, by seven visionary educators: Mary Lou
Allison Gardner Little, Dorothea Walker, and five other pioneering women. Their mission
was to create a sisterhood that would empower women and promote the importance of
education within the African American community.

In its early years, Sigma Gamma Rho faced numerous challenges, including limited
resources and societal opposition. However, the founders remained steadfast in their
commitment to uplifting their communities through education and public service. The
sorority quickly expanded, establishing chapters at various colleges and universities
across the United States. The commitment to academic excellence and community service
became the cornerstone of Sigma Gamma Rho's identity.



Core Values and Mission

At the heart of the Sigma Gamma Rho experience are its core values encapsulated in the
motto: "Greater Service, Greater Progress." The sorority emphasizes the importance of
education, sisterhood, and service to others. These values guide the organization's
initiatives and programs, fostering a spirit of unity and empowerment among its members.

Education

Education is a primary focus of Sigma Gamma Rho. The organization promotes academic
achievement through various scholarships and educational programs aimed at supporting
underprivileged students. By establishing partnerships with educational institutions and
providing mentorship opportunities, Sigma Gamma Rho encourages a culture of lifelong
learning.

Sisterhood

The bonds of sisterhood form the foundation of Sigma Gamma Rho. Members are
encouraged to support one another in both personal and professional endeavors. This
sense of belonging fosters a network of women who uplift and inspire each other, creating
lifelong friendships that extend beyond the college experience.

Service

Service to the community is a hallmark of Sigma Gamma Rho. The organization actively
engages in community service projects, addressing pressing social issues such as
education, health, and economic empowerment. Through these initiatives, members strive
to make a positive impact on their communities and promote social justice.

Significant Milestones

Throughout its history, Sigma Gamma Rho has achieved several significant milestones that
highlight its growth and impact. In 1937, the sorority became a member of the National
Pan-Hellenic Council, solidifying its place within the broader Greek community. This
affiliation allowed Sigma Gamma Rho to collaborate with other historically Black
fraternities and sororities, furthering its mission of unity and service.

In 1964, Sigma Gamma Rho established the Sigma Gamma Rho Foundation, Inc., which
focuses on educational and charitable initiatives. This foundation has been instrumental in
providing scholarships and funding community service programs, showcasing the
sorority's commitment to its core values.



Philanthropic Efforts

Philanthropy is integral to the mission of Sigma Gamma Rho. The organization actively
participates in various initiatives aimed at improving the quality of life for individuals in
the community. One of the most notable programs is the "Project Reassurance" initiative,
which addresses issues surrounding maternal and child health, aiming to reduce infant
mortality rates in African American communities.

Additionally, Sigma Gamma Rho partners with other organizations to promote educational
awareness and provide resources to underserved populations. These efforts not only
enhance the lives of individuals but also foster community engagement and empowerment.

Major Programs

e Project Reassurance: Focused on maternal and child health.
e Operation BigBookBag: Providing school supplies to children in need.
e Youth Symposiums: Educational programs aimed at empowering youth.

e Health Initiatives: Programs promoting health awareness and prevention.

Notable Members

Over the years, Sigma Gamma Rho has been home to many influential women who have
made significant contributions in various fields. Notable members include:

e Dr. Bessie Blount Griffin: A pioneering physical therapist and inventor.
e Oprah Winfrey: Renowned media executive and philanthropist.
e Wanda Sykes: Acclaimed comedian and actress.

e Hattie McDaniel: The first African American to win an Academy Award.

These women exemplify the sorority's ideals and have paved the way for future
generations, demonstrating the impact of Sigma Gamma Rho beyond the college campus.



Impact on the Community

The impact of Sigma Gamma Rho extends far beyond its chapters and members. The
sorority actively engages with the community through various outreach programs focused
on education, health, and social justice. By addressing critical issues, Sigma Gamma Rho
plays a vital role in fostering positive change and empowerment within the African
American community.

Through its dedicated efforts, the sorority has built a legacy of service and leadership,
inspiring women to take action and advocate for themselves and their communities. The
organization's commitment to social responsibility continues to resonate, making it a vital
part of the fabric of Greek life.

Conclusion

The history of Sigma Gamma Rho is a testament to the power of sisterhood, education, and
service. From its humble beginnings in 1922 to its current status as a prominent national
organization, Sigma Gamma Rho has significantly impacted the lives of countless women
and communities. Through its unwavering commitment to its core values, the sorority has
created a legacy that will continue to thrive for generations to come. As Sigma Gamma
Rho moves forward, it remains dedicated to fostering empowerment, unity, and social
change, ensuring that its rich history is honored and its mission upheld.

Q: What is the founding date of Sigma Gamma Rho?

A: Sigma Gamma Rho was founded on November 12, 1922, at Butler University in
Indianapolis, Indiana.

Q: Who were the founders of Sigma Gamma Rho?

A: The sorority was founded by seven educators: Mary Lou Allison Gardner Little,
Dorothea Walker, and five others who aimed to promote education and sisterhood.

Q: What are the core values of Sigma Gamma Rho?

A: The core values of Sigma Gamma Rho include education, sisterhood, and service, which
guide the organization's programs and initiatives.

Q: How has Sigma Gamma Rho contributed to the
community?

A: Sigma Gamma Rho contributes to the community through various philanthropic efforts,
including health initiatives, educational programs, and community service projects aimed



at addressing social issues.

Q: What is Project Reassurance?

A: Project Reassurance is a program initiated by Sigma Gamma Rho that focuses on
maternal and child health, aiming to reduce infant mortality rates in the African American
community.

Q: Can you name some notable members of Sigma
Gamma Rho?

A: Notable members include Dr. Bessie Blount Griffin, Oprah Winfrey, Wanda Sykes, and
Hattie McDaniel, all of whom have made significant contributions in their respective
fields.

Q: When did Sigma Gamma Rho become a member of
the National Pan-Hellenic Council?

A: Sigma Gamma Rho became a member of the National Pan-Hellenic Council in 1937,
solidifying its position within the Greek community.

Q: What is the significance of the Sigma Gamma Rho
Foundation?

A: The Sigma Gamma Rho Foundation, established in 1964, focuses on educational and
charitable initiatives, providing scholarships and funding community service projects.

Q: How does Sigma Gamma Rho promote education
among its members?

A: Sigma Gamma Rho promotes education through scholarships, partnerships with
educational institutions, and mentorship programs that support academic achievement.

Q: What impact has Sigma Gamma Rho had on Greek
life?

A: Sigma Gamma Rho has significantly influenced Greek life by promoting social justice,
community service, and empowerment among African American women, establishing a
strong legacy of leadership and activism.
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