
history of reno nv

History of Reno NV is a fascinating narrative that intertwines the tales of
Native American tribes, the impact of the Gold Rush, and the evolution of the
city into a modern-day hub for tourism and gaming. Located in the western
United States, Reno is often referred to as "The Biggest Little City in the
World," and its rich history is a testament to the diverse influences that
have shaped its identity over the decades.

Early Inhabitants

Before the arrival of European settlers, the area now known as Reno was
inhabited by several Native American tribes. The Washoe, Paiute, and Shoshone
peoples thrived in the region, utilizing the natural resources of the Sierra
Nevada mountains and the Truckee River. They engaged in hunting, fishing, and
gathering, establishing a deep spiritual connection to the land.

European Exploration and Settlement

The first European explorers to arrive in the region were members of John C.
Frémont's expedition in the 1840s. Frémont's reports of the area's beauty and
potential for settlement attracted a wave of pioneers seeking new
opportunities.

In 1859, the discovery of silver in nearby Virginia City marked a pivotal
moment in the region's history. The Comstock Lode, as it was called, led to
an influx of miners and entrepreneurs, effectively transforming the landscape
and economy of northern Nevada.

The Birth of Reno

Reno was officially established in 1868 when the Central Pacific Railroad
extended its line through the area. The city was named after General Jesse
Lee Reno, a Union officer who was killed during the Civil War. The
establishment of the railroad was crucial for the city’s growth, facilitating
the transport of goods and people.

Early Development

In the years following its founding, Reno developed rapidly. By the 1870s,
the town became a significant supply hub for miners heading to Virginia City.
The local economy flourished, and the population grew as settlers arrived in
search of fortune.

Key developments during this period included:

- The establishment of the first post office in 1869.
- The construction of hotels and saloons to accommodate the growing number of
visitors and residents.



- The founding of educational institutions to serve the community.

Prohibition and the Rise of Gambling

The early 20th century brought about significant changes, particularly with
the onset of Prohibition in 1920. As alcohol was outlawed, underground
speakeasies and illegal gambling establishments began to flourish across the
country. Reno, with its relatively lax enforcement of laws, became a popular
destination for those seeking to escape the constraints of Prohibition.

The Legalization of Gambling

In 1931, Nevada legalized gambling, positioning Reno as a premier gambling
destination. This change had a profound impact on the city’s economy and
culture. Casinos began to dot the landscape, attracting tourists from all
over the nation.

Some notable early casinos included:

- The Riverside Hotel and Casino
- The Mapes Hotel and Casino
- The Flamingo Reno

These establishments not only provided entertainment but also created jobs,
further boosting the local economy.

Post-War Era and Urban Development

After World War II, Reno experienced another wave of growth. The city became
synonymous with tourism and gaming, drawing visitors from across the United
States. The introduction of new entertainment options, including live
performances and shows, transformed Reno into a vibrant cultural hub.

Infrastructure Expansion

The post-war period saw significant infrastructure development, including:

- The expansion of the Reno-Tahoe International Airport, which improved
accessibility.
- The construction of new highways, facilitating travel to and from the city.
- The development of residential neighborhoods to accommodate the growing
population.

These improvements led to a boom in tourism, with the city hosting major
events such as the Reno Air Races and the World Series of Poker.



Modern Reno: A City Reimagined

In recent decades, Reno has continued to evolve. While it remains known for
its casinos and gaming, the city has diversified its economy, attracting
businesses in technology, healthcare, and logistics.

Revitalization Efforts

To adapt to changing economic conditions and the rise of online gambling,
Reno has undertaken various revitalization efforts aimed at enhancing its
appeal. Some key initiatives include:

- The redevelopment of downtown areas to create a more vibrant urban
environment.
- Investments in arts and culture, including the establishment of galleries
and performance spaces.
- The promotion of outdoor recreational activities, leveraging its proximity
to Lake Tahoe and the Sierra Nevada mountains.

The Cultural Tapestry of Reno

Reno's history is not solely defined by its economic evolution; it is also a
city rich in cultural diversity. The population has grown increasingly
diverse, with significant Hispanic, Asian, and African American communities
contributing to the local culture.

Festivals and Events

Reno hosts numerous festivals and events that celebrate this cultural
diversity, including:

- The Reno Rodeo: A long-standing tradition that showcases the region's
cowboy heritage.
- The Artown Festival: A month-long celebration of the arts featuring
performances, exhibitions, and workshops.
- The Reno Black Film Festival: Promoting African American cinema and
culture.

These events not only highlight the city’s cultural richness but also foster
community engagement and tourism.

Conclusion

The history of Reno NV is a complex tapestry woven from the threads of Native
American heritage, the Gold Rush, the rise of gambling, and contemporary
urban development. As Reno continues to adapt to the changing economic
landscape, it remains a vibrant city that honors its past while looking
toward the future. Whether visitors are drawn to its casinos, outdoor
adventures, or cultural events, Reno offers a unique blend of history and



modernity that captivates all who experience it. With its ongoing efforts in
revitalization and community engagement, Reno is poised to thrive as a
distinctive destination for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year was Reno, Nevada founded?

Reno was founded in 1868.

What was Reno originally established for?

Reno was originally established as a railroad town, serving as a shipping
point for timber and other goods.

How did Reno earn the nickname 'The Biggest Little
City in the World'?

Reno earned this nickname due to its small size but significant role as a
center for gambling and entertainment, competing with larger cities.

What major industry contributed to Reno's growth in
the early 20th century?

The gaming and gambling industry significantly contributed to Reno's growth,
especially after the legalization of gambling in 1931.

What event in the 1950s boosted Reno's reputation as
a tourist destination?

The construction of the first high-rise hotel and casino, the Mapes Hotel, in
the 1950s boosted Reno’s reputation as a tourist destination.

What was the impact of the 2008 financial crisis on
Reno?

The 2008 financial crisis led to a decline in tourism and gaming revenue,
significantly impacting Reno's economy.

What cultural event is Reno known for?

Reno is known for the annual Burning Man festival, which originally started
nearby before moving to the Black Rock Desert.

When did Reno become a city?

Reno was incorporated as a city on March 16, 1879.



Which major military installation is located near
Reno?

The Reno area is home to the United States Air Force's Nevada Air National
Guard, located at the Reno-Tahoe International Airport.

What role did Reno play in the development of the
U.S. highway system?

Reno played a significant role as a key stop along U.S. Route 40, which was a
major transcontinental highway.
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