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The Green Bay Packers are one of the most storied franchises in NFL history, and their success is
closely tied to the performance of their quarterbacks. From the early days of the franchise to the
modern era, the Packers have had a long line of signal-callers who have left their mark on the team
and the league. This article explores the history of Packers quarterbacks, highlighting key players,
memorable moments, and the evolution of the position within the franchise.

Early Years and the Lombardi Era

The Packers were founded in 1919, and their first quarterback, Earl “Curly” Lambeau, played for the
team in the 1920s. As the franchise grew, so did its need for a strong leader under center. The
arrival of Vince Lombardi in 1959 marked a turning point for the Packers, and he would go on to
coach some of the best quarterbacks in the game's history.

Paul Hornung and Bart Starr

- Paul Hornung: Although primarily known as a running back, Hornung was also the team's first
quarterback in their early championship years. His versatility and ability to lead the offense were
instrumental during the 1960s.

- Bart Starr: Perhaps the most iconic quarterback in Packers history, Bart Starr took over as the
starting quarterback in 1959. Under Lombardi's guidance, Starr led the Packers to five NFL
Championships (1961, 1962, 1965, 1966, and 1967) and was named the MVP of Super Bowl I and II.
His leadership, poise under pressure, and ability to execute Lombardi's offense solidified his legacy,
earning him a place in the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1977.

The Post-Lombardi Era

After Lombardi's departure in 1968, the Packers struggled to find stability at the quarterback
position. The 1970s and 1980s saw a revolving door of quarterbacks, with few able to replicate
Starr's success.

Key Quarterbacks of the Era

1. Scott Hunter: A promising young quarterback who started for the Packers in the early 1970s,
Hunter had moments of success but struggled with consistency.

2. John Hadl: Acquired in 1974, Hadl was a veteran presence who had success with the San Diego



Chargers but couldn't bring the same results to Green Bay.

3. Lynn Dickey: Taking over in the late 1970s, Dickey became known for his strong arm and ability
to make big plays, but the team continued to struggle overall.

The team's struggles during this period culminated in a long playoff drought, which lasted until the
early 1990s.

The Favre Era

The arrival of Brett Favre in 1992 marked a renaissance for the Packers. Traded from the Atlanta
Falcons, Favre quickly established himself as one of the most exciting quarterbacks in the league.

Brett Favre’s Impact

Favre's tenure in Green Bay is marked by numerous milestones:

- Record-Setting Performances: Favre became known for his durability and toughness, starting 297
consecutive games at the quarterback position—a record that still stands today.

- Super Bowl XXXI Champion: In 1996, Favre led the Packers to their first Super Bowl victory in 29
years, defeating the New England Patriots. He was named the Super Bowl MVP.

- Three-Time MVP: Favre won the NFL MVP award three times (1995, 1996, and 1997), solidifying
his status as one of the greatest quarterbacks of all time. He retired as the all-time leader in passing
yards and touchdowns, a record that has since been surpassed.

Favre's charismatic style of play and leadership qualities reinvigorated the Packers’ fanbase and led
the team back to prominence.

The Rodgers Generation

Following Favre's departure in 2008, the Packers turned to Aaron Rodgers, a first-round draft pick
in 2005 who had been groomed as Favre's successor.

Aaron Rodgers’ Legacy

Rodgers has built an impressive legacy during his time as the Packers' starting quarterback:

- Super Bowl XLV Champion: In 2010, Rodgers led the Packers to a Super Bowl victory over the
Pittsburgh Steelers, earning Super Bowl MVP honors.

- MVP Awards: Rodgers has won the NFL MVP award multiple times (2011, 2014, and 2020) and



consistently ranks among the league's top quarterbacks in passing yards, touchdowns, and passer
rating.

- Record-Breaking Performances: Known for his accuracy and ability to make plays under pressure,
Rodgers set multiple franchise records, including career passing touchdowns and passing yards.

Rodgers' innovative playstyle, coupled with his ability to read defenses, has made him one of the
most respected quarterbacks of his generation.

The Future of Packers Quarterbacks

As of 2023, the Packers are transitioning into a new era as Aaron Rodgers moved on to the New York
Jets. The team has turned to Jordan Love, who was drafted in 2020, to lead the franchise into the
future.

Jordan Love’s Development

- Learning Under Rodgers: Love spent his first few seasons learning from Rodgers, absorbing the
intricacies of the NFL and developing his skills as a quarterback.

- Potential and Expectations: As Love takes the helm, expectations are high for him to not only
maintain the Packers' legacy but also to carve out his own identity as a starting quarterback.

The future of Packers quarterbacks remains bright, with Love poised to become the latest in a long
line of talented signal-callers.

Conclusion

The history of Packers quarterbacks is a testament to the franchise’s rich legacy and tradition. From
Bart Starr and Brett Favre to Aaron Rodgers and Jordan Love, each quarterback has played a crucial
role in shaping the team's identity and success. As the Packers look forward to the future, they
continue to build on a foundation laid by some of the greatest quarterbacks in NFL history. The
impact of these players extends beyond statistics; they have become icons of the sport, inspiring
future generations of fans and players alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first starting quarterback for the Green Bay
Packers?
The first starting quarterback for the Green Bay Packers was Curly Lambeau, who also co-founded
the team in 1919.



Which Packers quarterback is known for leading the team to
its first Super Bowl victory?
Bart Starr is known for leading the Green Bay Packers to their first Super Bowl victory in Super
Bowl I.

What significant achievement did Brett Favre accomplish
during his tenure with the Packers?
Brett Favre became the first quarterback in NFL history to throw for over 70,000 yards during his
career with the Packers.

How many Super Bowl titles did Aaron Rodgers win with the
Packers?
Aaron Rodgers won one Super Bowl title with the Green Bay Packers, which came in Super Bowl
XLV.

What record did Brett Favre set that stood for many years in
the NFL?
Brett Favre set the record for most career touchdown passes, which stood until it was surpassed by
Tom Brady.

Who succeeded Brett Favre as the starting quarterback for the
Packers?
Aaron Rodgers succeeded Brett Favre as the starting quarterback for the Green Bay Packers in
2008.

How has the Packers' quarterback legacy influenced their
overall team success?
The Packers' quarterback legacy, with legends like Bart Starr, Brett Favre, and Aaron Rodgers, has
been pivotal in establishing the team as one of the most successful franchises in NFL history.

What unique aspect of the Packers' quarterback history is
notable compared to other NFL teams?
The Packers have a unique aspect of their quarterback history as they have had only three starting
quarterbacks — Bart Starr, Brett Favre, and Aaron Rodgers — since 1959, showcasing stability at
the position.
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