HISTORY OF OHIO STATE QUARTERBACKS

HisTorY oF OHIO STATE QUARTERBACKS IS A FASCINATING JOURNEY THAT SPANS OVER A CENTURY OF FOOTBALL
EXCELLENCE. THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY, KNOWN FOR ITS STORIED FOOTBALL PROGRAM, HAS PRODUCED SOME OF THE MOST
TALENTED QUARTERBACKS IN COLLEGE FOOTBALL HISTORY. FROM ITS EARLY BEGINNINGS TO THE MODERN ERA, OHio STATE's
QUARTERBACKS HAVE NOT ONLY LED THEIR TEAMS TO VICTORY BUT HAVE ALSO LEFT AN INDELIBLE MARK ON THE SPORT ITSELF.
THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE HISTORY OF OHIO STATE QUARTERBACKS, HIGHLIGHTING SIGNIFICANT PLAYERS, THEIR
ACHIEVEMENTS, AND THE EVOLUTION OF THE POSITION WITHIN THE PROGRAM.

EARLY YEARS: THE FOUNDATION OF OHIO STATE QUARTERBACKS

THE HISTORY OF OHIO STATE QUARTERBACKS BEGINS IN THE EARLY 1900S WHEN FOOTBALL WAS STILL IN ITS INFANCY AS A
COLLEGIATE SPORT. THE BUCKEYES PLAYED THEIR FIRST OFFICIAL GAME IN 1890, BUT IT WASN’T UNTIL THE 1920S THAT THE
QUARTERBACK POSITION BEGAN TO TAKE SHAPE.

THE 1920s AnD 1930s: PioNEERS OF THE POSITION

INTHE 1920s, OHIO STATE SAW ITS FIRST NOTABLE QUARTERBACK, CHIC HARLEY, WHO PLAYED FROM 19 16-1919.
ALTHOUGH HE WAS PRIMARILY KNOWN AS A RUNNING BACK, HARLEY’S LEADERSHIP AND PLAYMAKING ABILITY PAVED THE WAY
FOR FUTURE QUARTERBACKS.

THe LATE 1930s INTRODUCED JOHN D. MCCAFFERTY, WHO BECAME A KEY PLAYER DURING HIS TIME AT OHIO STATE. AS THE

FIRST QUARTERBACK TO LEAD THE BUCKEYES TO A CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIP, McCAFFERTY SET A PRECEDENT FOR THOSE
WHO WOULD FOLLOW.

THE GoLDpeN ErA: 1940s 1o 1960s

THe 1940s anD 1950S MARKED A GOLDEN ERA FOR OHIO STATE QUARTERBACKS, AS THE PROGRAM BEGAN TO GAIN
NATIONAL PROMINENCE.

NoTABLE QUARTERBACKS

1. Les HorvATH (1944-1946): HORVATH WAS NOT ONLY A STAR QUARTERBACK BUT ALSO WON THE HEISMAN TROPHY IN
1944, His DUAL-THREAT CAPABILITIES MADE HIM A PIONEERING FIGURE IN OHIO STATE FOOTBALL HISTORY.

2. Mike PHipps (1966-1968): LEADING THE BUCKEYES DURING A COMPETITIVE ERA, PHIPPS WAS KNOWN FOR HIS STRONG

ARM AND ABILITY TO READ DEFENSES. HE BECAME A FIRST-ROUND DRAFT PICK IN THE NFL/ ILLUSTRATING THE POTENTIAL FOR
OHIO STATE QUARTERBACKS IN PROFESSIONAL FOOTBALL.

MobDEerN ERA: 1970s To 1990s

THe 1970s THROUGH THE EARLY 1990S SHOWCASED A TRANSITION IN THE QUARTERBACK ROLE AT OHIO STATE, WITH THE
EMERGENCE OF MORE DYNAMIC AND VERSATILE PLAYERS.



Key FIGURES

1. CorneLIUS GReeNe (1972-1975): GREENE WAS THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN STARTING QUARTERBACK AT OHIO STATE.
His ABILITY TO RUN AND PASS EFFECTIVELY MADE HIM A DUAL-THREAT QUARTERBACK, LEADING THE BUCKEYES TO MULTIPLE
VICTORIES IN THE BIG TEN.

2. ART ScHLICHTER (1978-1981): KNOWN FOR HIS STRONG LEADERSHIP AND COMPETITIVE SPIRIT, SCHLICHTER BROKE
SEVERAL PASSING RECORDS DURING HIS TIME AT OHIO STATE, INCLUDING BECOMING THE FIRST QUARTERBACK IN SCHOOL
HISTORY TO THROW FOR OVER 4,000 YARDS.

TRANSITION TO PRO STYLE OFFENSES

AS THE GAME EVOLVED, SO DID THE STYLE OF PLAY AT OHIO STATE. THE 1980s AND 1990s SAW A SHIFT TOWARDS MORE
PRO-STYLE OFFENSES, EMPHASIZING PASSING OVER RUNNING.

1. Bogey HoYING (1993-1995): HOYING SET SEVERAL SCHOOL RECORDS FOR PASSING YARDS AND TOUCHDOWNS, LEADING
THE BUCKEYES TO A SUCCESSFUL CAMPAIGN IN THE MID- 1990s. HiS PERFORMANCE EARNED HIM A SPOT IN THE NFL, FURTHER
ESTABLISHING OHIO STATE'S REPUTATION AS A QUARTERBACK FACTORY.

2 1sT CeNTURY: THE RISE oF QUARTERBACK T ALENT

THE NEW MILLENNIUM USHERED IN AN ERA OF UNPRECEDENTED QUARTERBACK TALENT AT OHIO STATE, WITH SEVERAL PLAYERS
ACHIEVING SIGNIFICANT SUCCESS BOTH IN COLLEGE AND THE NFL.

ELITE QUARTERBACKS

1. CralG Krenzel (2001-2003): KRENZEL WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN LEADING OHIO STATE TO A NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP IN
2002. His POISE IN CRUCIAL MOMENTS AND ABILITY TO MANAGE GAMES MADE HIM A FAN FAVORITE.

2. Troy SMITH (2004-2006): SMITH'S TENURE AT OHIO STATE WAS MARKED BY HIS ELECTRIFYING PLAY. HE WON THE
HeisMAN TroPHY IN 2006 AND LED THE BUCKEYES TO A NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME, SOLIDIFYING HIS LEGACY AS ONE OF
THE GREATEST QUARTERBACKS IN OHIO STATE HISTORY.

3. TERRELLE PrYor (2008-2010): A HIGHLY TOUTED RECRUIT, PRYOR'S ATHLETICISM AND PLAYMAKING ABILITY CHANGED
THE WAY THE QUARTERBACK POSITION WAS VIEWED AT OHIO STATE. HIS TIME AS A STARTER WAS FILLED WITH HIGHS AND
LOWS, BUT HE REMAINS ONE OF THE MOST RECOGNIZED NAMES IN BUCKEYE LORE.

RecenT Success: 20 10s To PRESENT

As OHIO STATE CONTINUED TO DOMINATE IN COLLEGE FOOTBALL, THE QUARTERBACK POSITION SAW FURTHER EVOLUTION
\WITH PLAYERS LIKE:

1. BrRAXTON MiLLER (201 1-2015): MILLER BECAME A HOUSEHOLD NAME FOR HIS DYNAMIC PLAY AND ABILITY TO RUN THE
BALL EFFECTIVELY. HE WAS A Two-TIME BIG TEN OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR AND LEFT A LASTING IMPACT ON THE
PROGRAM.

2.).T.BARRETT (2014-2017): BARRETT BROKE MULTIPLE RECORDS DURING HIS TIME AT OHIO STATE, INCLUDING THE ALL-
TIME PASSING TOUCHDOWN RECORD. HIS LEADERSHIP SKILLS AND ABILITY TO COME THROUGH IN CLUTCH SITUATIONS MADE HIM A
BELOVED FIGURE IN BUCKEYE HISTORY.



3. DwAYNE HaskINs (20 18): HASKINS SHOWCASED A POWERFUL ARM AND PRECISION PASSING, LEADING THE BUCKEYES TO A
BiG TeN CHAMPIONSHIP AND BREAKING SEVERAL SINGLE-SEASON PASSING RECORDS. HE WAS A FINALIST FOR THE HEISMAN
TROPHY, FURTHER ELEVATING THE STATUS OF OHIO STATE QUARTERBACKS.

4. JusTiN FiELps (2019-2020): FIELDS BROUGHT A NEW LEVEL OF ATHLETICISM AND SKILL TO THE POSITION, LEADING THE
Buckeves To THE COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF AND A NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP APPEARANCE. HiS TIME AT OHIO STATE
SOLIDIFIED HIS STATUS AS A ToP NFL DRAFT PROSPECT.

CoNcCLUSION

THE HISTORY OF OHIO STATE QUARTERBACKS IS NOT JUST A TIMELINE OF INDIVIDUAL ACHIEVEMENTS; IT REFLECTS THE
EVOLUTION OF THE GAME ITSELF. FROM THE EARLY PIONEERS TO THE MODERN DUAL-THREAT QUARTERBACKS, EACH PLAYER HAS
CONTRIBUTED TO THE RICH TAPESTRY OF OHIO STATE FOOTBALL. AS THE PROGRAM CONTINUES TO DEVELOP FUTURE TALENT,
THE LEGACIES OF PAST QUARTERBACKS WILL UNDOUBTEDLY INSPIRE NEW GENERATIONS OF PLAYERS TO EXCEL ON THE FIELD.
W/ITH A TRADITION STEEPED IN EXCELLENCE, OHIO STATE WILL CONTINUE TO BE A BREEDING GROUND FOR ELITE QUARTERBACKS
FOR YEARS TO COME.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHO WAS THE FIRST STARTING QUARTERBACK FOR OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY?

THE FIRST STARTING QUARTERBACK FOR OHIO STATE WAS WiLLIAM ‘BiLL” T. H. H. P. 'B. C." MCMILLAN, WHO PLAYED IN
1890.

\W/HAT NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENT DID ART SCHLICHTER ACCOMPLISH DURING HIS TIME AS
OHIO STATE'S QUARTERBACK?

ART SCHLICHTER SET SEVERAL PASSING RECORDS AT OHIO STATE AND WAS A CONSENSUS ALL-AMERICAN IN 1979, LEADING
THE BUCKEYES TO A BiG TEN CHAMPIONSHIP.

WHICH OHIO STATE QUARTERBACK WON THE HEISMAN TROPHY?

TroOY SMITH WON THE HEISMAN TROPHY IN 2006, BECOMING THE FIRST OHIO STATE QUARTERBACK TO ACHIEVE THIS HONOR
SINCE LES HORVATH IN 1944,

\W/HO IS REGARDED AS ONE OF THE BEST QUARTERBACKS IN OHIO STATE HISTORY?

JUSTIN FIELDS IS OF TEN REGARDED AS ONE OF THE BEST QUARTERBACKS IN OHIO STATE HISTORY, KNOWN FOR HIS DUAL-
THREAT ABILITY AND LEADING THE TEAM TO THE COLLEGE FooTBALL PLAYOFF IN 2019.

WHAT IMPACT DID DWAYNE HASKINS HAVE ON OHIO STATE'S QUARTERBACK LEGACY?

DWAYNE HASKINS SET THE SINGLE-SEASON PASSING YARD RECORD FOR OHIO STATE IN 20 18 AND WAS A FINALIST FOR THE
HeisMAN TROPHY, SOLIDIFYING HIS PLACE IN THE SCHOOL'S QB LEGACY.

\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ‘QUARTERBACK FACTORY’ NICKNAME FOR OHIO
STATE?

THe 'QUARTERBACK FACTORY' NICKNAME REFLECTS OHIO STATE'S REPUTATION FOR PRODUCING HIGH-LEVEL QUARTERBACKS
WHO GO ON TO SUCCEED IN THE NFL, sUCH AS Joe BurRrROW AND CARDALE JONES.



How pib CARDALE JONES' PERFORMANCE IN THE 20 14 SeasoN IMPACT OHIo STATE'S
HISTORY?

CARDALE JONES LED OHIO STATE TO A NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP IN 20 14 AS A THIRD-STRING QUARTERBACK, BECOMING A KEY
FIGURE IN THE TEAM'S HISTORY AND DEMONSTRATING THE DEPTH OF TALENT AT THE POSITION.

\WHO SUCCEEDED J.T. BARRETT AS THE STARTING QUARTERBACK FOR OHIO STATE?

DwAYNE HASKINS SUCCEEDED J. T. BARRETT AS THE STARTING QUARTERBACK FOR OHIO STATE IN 2018, FOLLOWING
BARRETT'S SUCCESSFUL FOUR-YEAR TENURE.

W/HAT ROLE DID THE SPREAD OFFENSE PLAY IN OHIO STATE'S QUARTERBACK
DEVELOPMENT?

THE ADOPTION OF THE SPREAD OFFENSE AT OHIO STATE HAS ALLOWED QUARTERBACKS TO SHOWCASE THEIR PASSING AND
RUNNING ABILITIES, LEADING TO HIGHER STATISTICS AND NFL DRAFT PROSPECTS.
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