
history of moline illinois

Moline, Illinois, a city nestled along the Mississippi River, has a rich and
diverse history that reflects the broader trends of American development.
Established in the mid-19th century, Moline has evolved from a humble
settlement into a thriving industrial hub known for its contributions to
agriculture, manufacturing, and the arts. This article delves into the
historical progression of Moline, highlighting key events, influential
figures, and significant developments that have shaped the community over the
years.

Early Settlement and Founding

Before the arrival of European settlers, the area that is now Moline was
inhabited by Native American tribes, primarily the Sauk and Fox peoples. The
rich natural resources of the region made it an attractive location for
settlement.

Establishment of Moline

- 1830s: The first European settlers began arriving in the region, drawn by
the promise of fertile land and the strategic location along the Mississippi
River.
- 1843: The land that would become Moline was officially platted by a group
of settlers led by a man named George Davenport, a prominent figure in the
early development of the area.
- 1850: Moline was incorporated as a village, with a population of around
1,080 residents. Its early growth was fueled by agriculture and quick access
to the river for transportation.

Industrial Growth and Economic Development

Moline's strategic location along the Mississippi River positioned it well
for industrial growth. The city rapidly transformed from a farming community
into a manufacturing powerhouse in the late 19th century.

The Rise of Manufacturing

- 1870s: The introduction of railroads facilitated the transportation of
goods, significantly boosting the local economy. The Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railroad established a line through Moline, further integrating the
city into the national economy.
- John Deere Company: The establishment of the John Deere Plow Works in 1848
marked a turning point for Moline. The factory produced agricultural
machinery, and over the years, John Deere became synonymous with farming
equipment. This enterprise attracted a workforce and spurred the growth of
related industries.
- Other Industries: Alongside John Deere, other businesses emerged, including
the Moline Metal Roof Company and the Moline Machinery Company. The diversity



of manufacturing contributed to Moline's economic stability.

Population Growth

- Late 19th Century: As industries flourished, Moline’s population grew
rapidly. By 1900, the population had swelled to over 12,000 residents.
- Immigration: The city attracted immigrants, particularly from Germany and
Sweden, who came in search of work in the burgeoning factories. They brought
cultural diversity that enriched the community.

Transportation and Infrastructure

The development of transportation networks played a crucial role in Moline's
growth and accessibility.

Bridges and Railroads

- Bridge Construction: The first bridge across the Mississippi River in
Moline was completed in 1856, connecting it to nearby cities. This bridge was
instrumental in facilitating trade and travel.
- Railroads: The arrival of railroads not only enhanced local commerce but
also integrated Moline into national trade routes, allowing for the easy
transport of agricultural products and manufactured goods.

20th Century Developments

As Moline entered the 20th century, it faced both challenges and
opportunities that shaped its trajectory.

The Great Depression and Its Aftermath

- Economic Challenges: Like many American cities, Moline was hit hard by the
Great Depression in the 1930s. Unemployment rose, and many businesses
struggled to survive.
- Recovery Efforts: Through the establishment of public works programs and
community initiatives, Moline began to recover. The city focused on
infrastructure improvements and community services to support its residents.

Post-War Boom

- Economic Expansion: Following World War II, Moline experienced a post-war
economic boom. The demand for agricultural equipment surged, and John Deere
continued to expand its operations, solidifying its position as a leading
employer in the region.
- Urban Development: The city saw significant urban development during the
1950s and 1960s, with the construction of schools, parks, and residential



neighborhoods to accommodate its growing population.

Cultural and Community Growth

Moline's growth was not solely economic; it also fostered a vibrant cultural
scene that contributed to community identity.

Arts and Education

- Cultural Institutions: The establishment of cultural institutions such as
the Moline Public Library (established in 1896) and the Moline Arts Council
helped promote the arts within the community.
- Education: Moline's educational system expanded in response to the growing
population. The city invested in schools and higher education opportunities,
including the establishment of Black Hawk College in the 1970s.

Community Events and Festivals

- Events: Moline hosts a variety of community events that celebrate its
heritage, culture, and diversity. Notable events include:
- The Moline Art Festival
- The Moline Farmers Market
- Annual holiday celebrations

Modern Moline

Today, Moline continues to evolve, embracing its rich history while looking
to the future.

Economic Diversification

- New Industries: While agricultural manufacturing remains vital, Moline has
diversified its economy. The city has attracted companies in technology,
healthcare, and logistics, adapting to a changing economic landscape.
- Riverfront Development: Recent efforts have focused on revitalizing the
riverfront area, creating parks, recreational facilities, and spaces for
community gatherings, enhancing the quality of life for residents.

Challenges and Opportunities

- Economic Challenges: Like many cities, Moline faces challenges related to
economic disparities and population retention. Efforts are underway to
address these issues through community engagement and development strategies.
- Future Outlook: Moline’s future looks promising as it continues to build on
its historical strengths while adapting to modern demands. Community leaders
are committed to fostering a vibrant economy and ensuring the city remains a



great place to live, work, and visit.

Conclusion

The history of Moline, Illinois, is a testament to the resilience and
adaptability of its residents. From its humble beginnings as a settlement
along the Mississippi River to its emergence as a thriving industrial center,
Moline has continuously evolved, reflecting broader American trends in
growth, immigration, and community development. As it moves forward, Moline
remains committed to honoring its rich history while embracing new
opportunities for a bright future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year was Moline, Illinois founded?

Moline was founded in 1843.

How did Moline get its name?

Moline's name is derived from the French word 'moulin,' meaning 'mill,'
reflecting its early milling industry.

What major industry contributed to Moline's growth in
the late 19th century?

The John Deere Company, which established its plow manufacturing plant in
Moline, significantly contributed to the city's growth.

What is the significance of the Moline Water Power
Company?

The Moline Water Power Company, established in the 1880s, was crucial for
providing hydroelectric power to the region and spurred industrial growth.

Which famous architect designed buildings in Moline?

The renowned architect Frank Lloyd Wright designed several buildings in
Moline, including the famous Jacob E. Weyerhaeuser House.

What role did Moline play during World War II?

During World War II, Moline became a significant manufacturing hub, producing
military vehicles and equipment for the war effort.

What cultural institutions are found in Moline?

Moline is home to several cultural institutions, including the Moline
Historical Society and the Quad City Arts, which promote local history and
arts.



How has Moline's economy evolved in recent years?

In recent years, Moline's economy has diversified, focusing on healthcare,
education, and technology, while still retaining its manufacturing roots.

What annual events celebrate Moline's history?

Annual events such as the Moline Labor Day Parade and the Moline Historic
Home Tour celebrate the city's rich history and community spirit.
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