
history of mathews bows

The history of Matthews bows is a fascinating journey that reflects the evolution of archery technology and
the passion of bowhunting enthusiasts. Founded in 1962 by a passionate bowhunter named Matt
McPherson, Matthews Archery has played a pivotal role in shaping the modern bowhunting landscape.
This article delves into the key milestones, innovations, and impact of Matthews bows on the archery
community.

Founding and Early Years

Matt McPherson began his venture into the world of archery in the early 1960s. With a deep-rooted love
for bowhunting and a background in engineering, McPherson sought to create bows that were not only
functional but also high-performing.

- 1962: McPherson founded Matthews Archery, initially producing a small number of custom bows. His
early models were made with traditional materials, focusing on craftsmanship and performance.
- 1970s: The company began to gain recognition for its quality products, particularly among local hunters.
The first significant innovation was the introduction of the "Mathews Hunter," which garnered attention
for its accuracy and reliability.

Innovations in Bow Technology

As the archery industry began to evolve, Matthews Archery was at the forefront of several technological
advancements.

The Compound Bow Revolution

The 1980s marked a significant turning point for archery with the rise of compound bows. Matthews
played a crucial role in this revolution by introducing several groundbreaking features:

1. Cam Technology: Matthews was one of the first companies to incorporate advanced cam systems into
their bows, improving speed and accuracy. The introduction of the "SoloCam" in the early 90s allowed for a
smoother draw cycle and reduced vibration.

2. Machined Aluminum Riser: In a departure from traditional wooden risers, Matthews began using
machined aluminum, resulting in lighter, stronger, and more stable bows. This innovation contributed



significantly to the durability and performance of Matthews bows.

Expansion and Popularity

During the 1990s, Matthews Archery experienced a surge in popularity, becoming a household name
among bowhunters.

- 1992: The release of the "Mathews Q2" solidified the brand's reputation for quality and performance. The
Q2's innovative design incorporated features like a dual-cam system, which enhanced accuracy and reduced
noise.
- 1995: Matthews introduced the "Mathews Legacy," a bow known for its exceptional speed. This model
further established Matthews as a leader in the compound bow market.

Commitment to Quality and Performance

Matthews bows are renowned for their commitment to quality, and this dedication is evident in several
aspects:

Precision Engineering: Every Matthews bow undergoes rigorous testing to ensure it meets the
highest performance standards.

Customization Options: Matthews offers various options for customizing bows, allowing hunters to
tailor their equipment to their specific needs and preferences.

Customer Service: The company prides itself on exceptional customer service, offering support and
resources for bowhunters to maximize their experience.

Environmental Responsibility and Community Engagement

Matthews Archery has also taken significant steps to promote conservation and sustainability within the
archery community.

- Conservation Initiatives: The company has partnered with various organizations to support wildlife
conservation efforts. Matthews contributes to programs that aim to protect natural habitats and promote
responsible hunting practices.



- Community Involvement: Through sponsorships and events, Matthews engages with local communities
to foster a love for archery and bowhunting. The company often participates in youth programs, aiming to
introduce the sport to younger generations.

The Impact of Matthews Bows on the Archery Industry

The influence of Matthews bows extends beyond their innovative designs. The company has inspired a
new generation of bow manufacturers to prioritize technology and performance in their products.

Setting Industry Standards

Matthews has set a high bar for quality and performance in the archery industry. Their commitment to
research and development has led to advancements that have become industry standards, including:

1. Noise Reduction Technologies: Innovations in sound dampening have made Matthews bows some of the
quietest on the market, which is crucial for bowhunters seeking to avoid alarming their prey.

2. Lightweight Designs: The shift towards lightweight materials without compromising durability has
influenced many manufacturers. Matthews has consistently produced bows that are easy to carry in the
field.

Global Reach and Influence

Today, Matthews bows are recognized globally, with a strong presence in the North American market and
expanding influence overseas.

- International Bowhunting Community: Matthews has become synonymous with quality in the
international bowhunting community, with many professional hunters and enthusiasts relying on their
equipment.
- Sponsorships and Partnerships: The brand has built relationships with various professional hunters and
influencers, further promoting the sport and its products.

Recent Developments and Future Directions

As the archery industry continues to evolve, Matthews Archery remains committed to innovation and
excellence.



Technological Advancements

Matthews is continually researching and developing new technologies to enhance the performance of their
bows. Recent trends include:

- Smart Bows: The introduction of smart technology into bows, allowing hunters to track performance data
and improve their skills.
- Sustainable Materials: The use of eco-friendly materials in bow construction aligns with the growing
emphasis on sustainability in the hunting community.

Community Engagement Initiatives

Looking ahead, Matthews plans to strengthen its community engagement efforts through various
initiatives:

- Youth Programs: Expanding programs to introduce archery to schools and youth organizations to promote
the sport among younger generations.
- Conservation Partnerships: Continuing to partner with conservation organizations to ensure the
sustainability of wildlife and natural habitats.

Conclusion

The history of Matthews bows is a remarkable narrative of innovation, passion, and community. From its
humble beginnings in the 1960s to becoming a leader in the archery industry, Matthews Archery has
consistently pushed the boundaries of bow design and performance. As they continue to evolve with new
technologies and a commitment to sustainability, Matthews bows will undoubtedly remain a pivotal part of
the bowhunting experience for years to come. Whether you are a seasoned hunter or a newcomer to the
sport, the legacy of Matthews bows is one that resonates deeply within the archery community,
embodying the spirit of adventure and the importance of responsible hunting.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year was Mathews Archery founded?
Mathews Archery was founded in 1992 by Matt McPherson.



What was the first bow model released by Mathews?
The first bow model released by Mathews was the Mathews Q2 in 1993.

What innovative technology did Mathews introduce in their bows?
Mathews introduced the 'Harmonic Stabilizer' technology, which reduces vibration and noise in their bows.

How has Mathews contributed to bowhunting culture?
Mathews has significantly influenced bowhunting culture by promoting precision engineering and
performance, leading to a generation of high-performance bows.

What is the significance of the Mathews Switchweight technology?
The Mathews Switchweight technology allows archers to easily adjust the draw weight of their bows
without needing to change the limbs, enhancing versatility.

Which Mathews bow model gained immense popularity among
competitive archers?
The Mathews Prestige, released in 2008, gained immense popularity among competitive archers due to its
accuracy and performance.

How has Mathews Archery evolved its product line over the years?
Mathews Archery has continually evolved its product line by incorporating advanced materials, improved
designs, and new technologies to meet the demands of modern archers.
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