
history of joseph smith by his mother

history of joseph smith by his mother is a compelling narrative that sheds light on the life of one of the most
prominent figures in American religious history. Joseph Smith, the founder of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, was greatly influenced by his family, particularly his mother, Lucy Mack Smith. This
article will explore the significant aspects of Joseph Smith's life as recounted by his mother, including their
family background, key events during his early years, and the role of faith in their lives. Understanding the
history of Joseph Smith through the eyes of Lucy Mack Smith offers invaluable insights into his character, his
motivations, and the foundational moments that led to the establishment of a new religious movement. The
following sections will delve into the details of their family life, pivotal experiences, and the overarching
themes that influenced Joseph Smith's journey.
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Early Life of Joseph Smith

Joseph Smith was born on December 23, 1805, in Sharon, Vermont, to Joseph Smith Sr. and Lucy Mack Smith. His
early life was marked by poverty and frequent relocations as his family sought better opportunities. This
instability had a profound impact on Joseph, shaping his worldview and spiritual inclinations. Lucy Mack Smith
provides a detailed account of Joseph's early life in her writings, capturing the challenges and triumphs that
her family faced during these formative years.

Growing up, Joseph was known for his inquisitive nature and deep interest in religious matters. Surrounded by a
family that valued faith, he often engaged in discussions about spirituality. His mother's influence and
teachings were instrumental in nurturing his beliefs and aspirations. Lucy's recounting of their struggles and
the way they leaned on their faith during difficult times helps to contextualize Joseph's later experiences and
revelations.

Family Background

The Smith family was a product of the early 19th-century American frontier, characterized by a mix of New
England Puritan roots and frontier resilience. Joseph Smith Sr. was a farmer and a dreamer, often described as a
man of vision but also plagued by financial difficulties. Lucy Mack Smith, on the other hand, was a strong and
devout woman, deeply committed to her family's welfare and spiritual upbringing.

Lucy Mack Smith's writings highlight several key aspects of their family background:

Religious Heritage: The Smith family's religious beliefs were a blend of traditional Christian values and



the revivalist movements of the time, which sought a more personal connection to faith.

Poverty and Hardship: The family faced continual financial struggles, which fostered a sense of
dependence on faith and divine providence.

Close-knit Relationships: The family's closeness was a source of strength; Lucy emphasized the
importance of unity in facing challenges.

These elements of their background played a crucial role in shaping Joseph Smith's character and aspirations.
The interplay of faith, family dynamics, and external challenges formed the bedrock upon which Joseph would
build his future endeavors.

Key Events in Joseph Smith's Youth

Joseph's formative years were filled with significant events that would later influence his religious
convictions and leadership. One of the most pivotal moments occurred when he was just 14 years old. During
this time, he experienced a profound spiritual awakening that led him to seek answers about the nature of God
and truth.

Lucy Mack Smith's accounts detail several key events that were instrumental in shaping Joseph's early
spiritual journey:

The First Vision: In 1820, Joseph claimed to have experienced a vision in which he saw God and Jesus
Christ. This event became foundational to his later teachings and the establishment of the Church.

Searching for Truth: Joseph's quest for truth led him to explore various religious denominations,
reflecting the religious fervor of the time.

Revelations and Translations: Lucy described Joseph's early experiences with revelations and his
subsequent translation of the Book of Mormon, which he claimed to have translated from ancient gold
plates.

These events were not merely personal experiences but were viewed by Lucy as divine interventions that
confirmed Joseph's prophetic calling. Her encouragement and unwavering support during these critical moments
were essential to his development as a leader.

The Role of Faith in the Smith Family

Faith was a cornerstone of the Smith family life. From Lucy Mack Smith's perspective, their faith was not only
a source of comfort but also a guiding force that helped them navigate adversity. The family's devotion to
God and their desire for a deeper spiritual understanding were evident in their daily lives.

Lucy often emphasized the importance of prayer and scripture study within the family. She believed that these
practices not only strengthened their faith but also fostered resilience in the face of hardships. Her writings
reflect a deep commitment to nurturing her children's spiritual growth. Key aspects of faith's role in their
family included:

Prayer as a Family: Regular family prayers were a practice that brought them together and reinforced
their beliefs.

Scriptural Study: The Smiths frequently engaged in reading and discussing the Bible, which influenced
Joseph's later revelations.

Community Involvement: The family's participation in community religious activities underscored their



commitment to fostering a sense of belonging and shared faith.

This strong foundation of faith was instrumental in shaping Joseph's mission and his eventual role as a
religious leader. Lucy's unwavering belief in her son's divine purpose was a motivating force that propelled him
forward through trials and persecution.

Lucy Mack Smith's Influence

Lucy Mack Smith's influence on her son cannot be overstated. As a devoted mother and a woman of faith, she
played a critical role in Joseph's spiritual development. Her accounts of Joseph's life provide a unique
perspective on his character and ambitions. She often described her son as a person of integrity, driven by a desire
to serve God and his community.

Lucy’s writings reflect her deep admiration for Joseph and her belief in his prophetic mission. She recounted
numerous instances where Joseph demonstrated remarkable faith and courage, reinforcing her conviction that he
was chosen for a divine purpose. Key influences she had on him included:

Encouragement of Spiritual Exploration: Lucy supported Joseph's inquiries into spiritual matters and his
quest for knowledge.

Modeling Faith in Adversity: Lucy's resilience in the face of hardship served as a powerful example for
Joseph.

Promotion of Family Unity: She instilled in him the importance of family and community, which remained
central to his teachings.

Her writings not only document the history of Joseph Smith but also provide crucial insights into the values
and teachings that would later define the Latter-day Saint movement.

Conclusion

The history of Joseph Smith, as told by his mother, Lucy Mack Smith, is a rich tapestry of faith, resilience, and
divine purpose. Through her narratives, we gain a deeper understanding of the formative experiences that shaped
Joseph into a religious leader. Lucy's unwavering support, her emphasis on faith and family, and her vivid
recollections of key events in their lives provide a unique lens through which to view the beginnings of the
Latter-day Saint movement. The lessons learned from the Smith family's experiences continue to resonate with
many, highlighting the enduring impact of familial bonds and faith in shaping individual destinies.

Q: What role did Lucy Mack Smith play in Joseph Smith's early life?

A: Lucy Mack Smith played a pivotal role in Joseph Smith's early life by providing emotional and spiritual
support, emphasizing the importance of faith, and encouraging his spiritual inquiries. Her teachings and values
greatly influenced his character and aspirations.

Q: How did the Smith family's financial struggles impact Joseph's upbringing?

A: The Smith family's financial struggles instilled a sense of resilience and dependence on faith in Joseph. These
challenges shaped his worldview and later influenced his religious teachings, emphasizing reliance on divine
providence.



Q: What was the significance of the First Vision in Joseph Smith's life?

A: The First Vision, experienced by Joseph at age 14, marked the beginning of his prophetic mission. It was a
defining moment that confirmed his quest for truth and laid the foundation for his future revelations and the
establishment of the Latter-day Saint movement.

Q: How did Lucy Mack Smith's writings contribute to our understanding of
Joseph Smith's life?

A: Lucy Mack Smith's writings provide invaluable insights into Joseph Smith's character, motivations, and the
familial context of his life. Her narratives highlight the spiritual and personal challenges they faced, enriching
our understanding of his prophetic journey.

Q: In what ways did faith influence the Smith family dynamic?

A: Faith served as a unifying force within the Smith family, guiding their actions and decisions. Regular prayer,
scripture study, and community involvement fostered a strong sense of belonging and purpose, which was
crucial in shaping their resilience.

Q: What impact did Joseph Smith's childhood experiences have on his later
teachings?

A: Joseph Smith's childhood experiences, particularly his struggles with poverty and his family's emphasis on
faith, influenced his later teachings about reliance on God, community support, and the importance of personal
revelation.

Q: How did Lucy Mack Smith view her son's prophetic mission?

A: Lucy Mack Smith viewed her son's prophetic mission with deep conviction, believing that he was chosen by God
for a divine purpose. Her unwavering support and belief in his calling were instrumental in his development as a
leader.

Q: What themes are prevalent in Lucy Mack Smith's recollections of her
family?

A: Key themes in Lucy Mack Smith's recollections include resilience in adversity, the importance of faith and
prayer, family unity, and the pursuit of spiritual truth. These themes reflect the foundational values that
shaped Joseph Smith's life.

Q: What are some key events in Joseph Smith's youth that influenced his
later life?

A: Significant events in Joseph Smith's youth that influenced his later life include the First Vision, his quest for
religious truth, and his early revelations, all of which shaped his identity as a prophet and leader of the
Latter-day Saints.



Q: How did the Smith family's religious beliefs evolve during Joseph's
upbringing?

A: The Smith family's religious beliefs evolved through their engagement with various Christian denominations
and revivalist movements, culminating in Joseph's unique revelations and the establishment of a new religious
framework that became the foundation of the Latter-day Saint movement.
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