HISTORY OF JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY

THE HISTORY OFJACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY IS A RICH TAPESTRY WOVEN WITH THREADS OF RESILIENCE, EDUCATIONAL
ADVANCEMENT, AND UNWAVERING COMMITMENT TO EMPOWERING AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES. FROM ITS HUMBLE
BEGINNINGS AS A SMALL NORMAL SCHOOL TO ITS CURRENT STATUS AS A PREMIER URBAN RESEARCH INSTITUTION,JACKSON
STATE HAS CONSISTENTLY CHAMPIONED THE CAUSE OF HIGHER EDUCATION FOR THOSE HISTORICALLY DENIED ACCESS. THIS
ARTICLE WILL DELVE INTO THE FOUNDATIONAL YEARS, EXPLORE KEY MILESTONES IN ITS GROWTH AND EXPANSION, EXAMINE ITS
ROLE IN THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT, AND HIGHLIGHT ITS ONGOING CONTRIBUTIONS TO ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AND SOCIETAL
PROGRESS. UNDERSTANDING THE JOURNEY OFJACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY PROVIDES CRUCIAL INSIGHT INTO THE BROADER
NARRATIVE OF BLACK HIGHER EDUCATION IN AMERICA AND ITS ENDURING IMPACT.
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FOUNDING AND EARLY YEARS

THE HISTORY OF JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY IS INEXTRICABLY LINKED TO THE POST-CIVIL W/ AR ERA AND THE BURGEONING
NEED FOR EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR NEWLY FREED AFRICAN AMERICANS. ESTABLISHED ON JANUARY 15, 1877, IN
NATCHEZ, MISSISSIPPI, THE INSTITUTION WAS ORIGINALLY KNOWN AS THE NATCHEZ NORMAL SCHOOL. ITS INITIAL MISSION WAS
TO TRAIN TEACHERS WHO COULD THEN SERVE BLACK COMMUNITIES ACROSS THE STATE. THIS FOUNDATIONAL PURPOSE
UNDERSCORES THE UNIVERSITY'S LONG-STANDING COMMITMENT TO SERVICE AND COMMUNITY UPLIFT.

THE SCHOOL’S ESTABLISHMENT WAS A DIRECT RESULT OF THE FREEDMEN'S BUREAU AND THE AMERICAN BAPTIST HoMe Mission
SOCIETY. THESE ORGANIZATIONS RECOGNIZED THE CRITICAL IMPORTANCE OF EDUCATION IN THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC ADVANCEMENT
OF BLACK AMERICANS. THE EARLY YEARS WERE MARKED BY SIGNIFICANT CHALLENGES, INCLUDING LIMITED RESOURCES, RACIAL
PREJUDICE, AND THE STRUGGLE FOR ADEQUATE FACILITIES. DESPITE THESE OBSTACLES, THE DEDICATION OF ITS FOUNDERS AND
EARLY FACULTY LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR A LASTING EDUCATIONAL LEGACY.

RELOCATION TO JACKSON

W/ITHIN ITS FIRST YEAR OF OPERATION, THE NATCHEZ NORMAL SCHOOL WAS RELOCATED TO JACKSON, MississippI, IN 187 7.
THIS MOVE WAS STRATEGIC, PLACING THE INSTITUTION IN THE STATE CAPITAL AND A MORE CENTRAL LOCATION FOR SERVING
THE EDUCATIONAL NEEDS OF BLACK MISSISSIPPIANS. THE NEW LOCATION PROVIDED GREATER VISIBILITY AND ACCESS,
ALTHOUGH IT ALSO BROUGHT ITS OWN SET OF CHALLENGES RELATED TO NAVIGATING THE COMPLEX RACIAL LANDSCAPE OF THE
TIME.

THE RELOCATION MARKED A SIGNIFICANT STEP IN THE INSTITUTION'S DEVELOPMENT, ALLOWING IT TO EXPAND ITS REACH AND
IMPACT. THE EARLY CAMPUS INJACKSON/ THOUGH MODEST, BECAME A BEACON OF HOPE AND LEARNING. THE CURRICULUM
FOCUSED ON PRACTICAL SKILLS AND TEACHER TRAINING, REFLECTING THE IMMEDIATE NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY. THIS PERIOD OF
THE HISTORY OFJACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY IS CRUCIAL FOR UNDERSTANDING ITS ROOTS AS A COMMUNITY-FOCUSED
INSTITUTION.



BecoMING JAcksoN COLLEGE

IN 1882, THE NATCHEZ NORMAL SCHOOL WAS RENAMED JACKSON COLLEGE, A CHANGE THAT SIGNALED AN EVOLUTION IN ITS
SCOPE AND AMBITION. THIS REBRANDING REFLECTED A GROWING DESIRE TO OFFER A MORE COMPREHENSIVE EDUCATIONAL
EXPERIENCE BEYOND BASIC NORMAL SCHOOL TRAINING. THE INSTITUTION BEGAN TO BROADEN ITS CURRICULUM, INCORPORATING
MORE ADVANCED ACADEMIC SUBJECTS AND PREPARING STUDENTS FOR A WIDER RANGE OF PROFESSIONS.

THE TRANSITION TOJACKSON COLLEGE WAS A PIVOTAL MOMENT. |T ALLOWED THE INSTITUTION TO ATTRACT A MORE DIVERSE
STUDENT BODY AND FACULTY, AND TO ASPIRE TO HIGHER ACADEMIC STANDARDS. THE COMMITMENT TO PROVIDING A QUALITY
EDUCATION IN A SEGREGATED SOCIETY REMAINED A DRIVING FORCE, SHAPING THE UNIVERSITY’S IDENTITY AND ITS ROLE IN BLACK
INTELLECTUAL AND CULTURAL LIFE.

CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT AND EXPANSION

UNDER THE NEW NAME,JACKSON COLLEGE EMBARKED ON A PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANT CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT. EFFORTS WERE
MADE TO ESTABLISH DEPARTMENTS AND OFFER DEGREES THAT WERE COMPETITIVE WITH OTHER INSTITUTIONS. THE FOCUS ON
TEACHER EDUCATION CONTINUED, BUT PROGRAMS IN LIBERAL ARTS, SCIENCES, AND VOCATIONAL TRAINING WERE INTRODUCED OR
STRENGTHENED. THIS EXPANSION WAS VITAL FOR EQUIPPING BLACK INDIVIDUALS WITH THE SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE NECESSARY
TO SUCCEED IN AN INCREASINGLY COMPLEX \WORLD.

THE EXPANSION OF ACADEMIC OFFERINGS WAS NOT MERELY ABOUT INCREASING THE NUMBER OF COURSES; IT WAS ABOUT
FOSTERING CRITICAL THINKING, PROMOTING INTELLECTUAL INQUIRY, AND PREPARING STUDENTS TO BECOME LEADERS IN THEIR
COMMUNITIES. THE HISTORY OFJACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY DURING THIS PERIOD IS ONE OF CONTINUOUS ACADEMIC STRIVING
AND ADAPTATION TO SOCIETAL DEMANDS.

PosT-W AR ExPANSION AND GROWTH

THE PERIOD FOLLOWING W/ ORLD W AR || WITNESSED A SUBSTANTIAL ACCELERATION IN THE GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF
JACKSON COLLEGE. AS VETERANS RETURNED AND THE NATION EXPERIENCED ECONOMIC SHIFTS, THERE WAS A HEIGHTENED DEMAND
FOR EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES.JACKSON COLLEGE RESPONDED BY EXPANDING ITS PHYSICAL INFRASTRUCTURE, ITS ACADEMIC
PROGRAMS, AND ITS STUDENT ENROLLMENT.

NEW BUILDINGS WERE CONSTRUCTED, AND EXISTING FACILITIES WERE IMPROVED. THE COLLEGE LIBRARY WAS EXPANDED, AND
LABORATORIES WERE MODERNIZED TO SUPPORT A GROWING EMPHASIS ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY. THIS ERA OF GROW TH

W AS ESSENTIAL IN TRANSFORMINGJACKSON COLLEGE FROM A REGIONAL INSTITUTION INTO A MORE ROBUST AND INFLUENTIAL
CENTER OF HIGHER LEARNING.

INCREASED ENROLLMENT AND NATIONAL RECOGNITION

W/ ITH IMPROVED FACILITIES AND A GROWING REPUTATION/JACKSON COLLEGE SAW A SIGNIFICANT INCREASE IN ITS STUDENT
ENROLLMENT. PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS FROM MISSISSIPPI AND SURROUNDING STATES WERE DRAWN TO THE QUALITY OF
EDUCATION OFFERED. FURTHERMORE, THE COLLEGE BEGAN TO GAIN MORE NATIONAL RECOGNITION FOR ITS ACADEMIC PROGRAMS
AND ITS CONTRIBUTIONS TO BLACK HIGHER EDUCATION. THIS GROWING PRESTIGE HELPED TO SECURE GREATER FINANCIAL
SUPPORT AND FURTHER ENHANCE ITS STANDING.

THE PERIOD OF POST-WAR EXPANSION LAID CRUCIAL GROUNDW ORK FORJACKSON COLLEGE'S FUTURE TRAJECTORY. IT
SOLIDIFIED ITS POSITION AS A LEADING INSTITUTION FOR AFRICAN AMERICANS AND PREPARED IT TO FACE THE CHALLENGES AND
OPPORTUNITIES OF THE COMING DECADES, INCLUDING THE INTENSE ACTIVISM OF THE CiviL RIGHTS MOVEMENT.



THE CiviL RIGHTS ERA AND ACTIVISM

THE HISTORY OF JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY IS DEEPLY INTERTWINED WITH THE STRUGGLE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS IN THE UNITED
STATES. AS A PROMINENT INSTITUTION SERVING THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY, IT BECAME A FOCAL POINT FOR
ACTIVISM, PROTEST, AND PROFOUND SOCIAL CHANGE DURING THE 19505 AND 1960s. STUDENTS AND FACULTY AT JACKSON
COLLEGE WERE AT THE FOREFRONT OF DEMANDING RACIAL EQUALITY AND AN END TO SEGREGATION.

THE CAMPUS SERVED AS A HUB FOR ORGANIZING MARCHES, SIT-INS, AND VOTER REGISTRATION DRIVES.JACKSON COLLEGE
STUDENTS PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN THE BROADER CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT, OFTEN AT GREAT PERSONAL RISK. THE
INSTITUTION’S LOCATION IN THE HEART OF MISSISSIPPI, A STATE NOTORIOUS FOR ITS ENTRENCHED SEGREGATION, MADE IT A
PARTICULARLY SIGNIFICANT SITE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS ENGAGEMENT.

THe 1970 JacksoN STATE COLLEGE SHOOTINGS

ONE OF THE MOST TRAGIC AND DEFINING MOMENTS IN THE HISTORY OF JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY, AND INDEED IN THE BROADER
CONTEXT OF AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS HISTORY, WAS THE MAY 15, 1970, SHOOTING INCIDENT. DURING A PERIOD OF INTENSE
ANTI-WAR PROTESTS AND CIVIL UNREST ACROSS THE NATION, POLICE AND STATE HIGHWAY PATROL OFFICERS OPENED FIRE ON
UNARMED STUDENTS GATHERED ON THE CAMPUS. THE VIOLENT CONFRONTATION RESULTED IN THE DEATHS OF TWO STUDENTS,
PHILLIP LAFAYETTE GIBBS AND JAMES EARL GREEN, AND INJURED TWELVE OTHERS.

THEJACKSON STATE COLLEGE SHOOTINGS, AS THEY BECAME KNOWN, SENT SHOCKWAVES THROUGH THE NATION. CoMING
SHORTLY AFTER THE KENT STATE SHOOTINGS, THEY HIGHLIGHTED THE DEEP RACIAL DIVISIONS AND THE BRUTAL REALITIES FACED
BY BLACK STUDENTS DEMANDING THEIR RIGHTS. THIS EVENT REMAINS A SOMBER REMINDER OF THE SACRIFICES MADE AND THE
ONGOING STRUGGLE FOR JUSTICE AND EQUALITY. THE LEGACY OF THE SHOOTINGS CONTINUES TO BE A SIGNIFICANT PART OF THE
UNIVERSITY'S HISTORY AND ITS COMMITMENT TO PEACE AND SOCIAL JUSTICE.

TRANSITION TO UNIVERSITY STATUS

IN RECOGNITION OF ITS EXPANDED ACADEMIC OFFERINGS, INCREASED RESEARCH CAPABILITIES, AND GROWING NATIONAL STATURE,
JAcksoN COLLEGE OFFICIALLY BECAME JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY IN 197 1. THIS TRANSFORMATION MARKED A SIGNIFICANT
MILESTONE, ELEVATING THE INSTITUTION TO THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF ACADEMIC DESIGNATION AND REFLECTING ITS EVOLUTION
INTO A COMPREHENSIVE UNIVERSITY.

THE TRANSITION TO UNIVERSITY STATUS WAS NOT MERELY A NAME CHANGE, IT REPRESENTED A FUNDAMENTAL SHIFT IN THE
INSTITUTION'S MISSION AND CAPABILITIES. |T SIGNALED A COMMITMENT TO ADVANCED RESEARCH, GRADUATE STUDIES, AND A
BROADER IMPACT ON HIGHER EDUCATION AND SOCIETY. THE HISTORY OFJACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY FROM THIS POINT
FORWARD IS CHARACTERIZED BY A STRENGTHENED FOCUS ON SCHOLARLY PURSUITS AND A GREATER CAPACITY FOR
INNOVATION.

GROWTH oF GRADUATE PROGRAMS AND RESEARCH

FOLLOWING ITS DESIGNATION AS A UNIVERSITY,JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY EXPERIENCED A SIGNIFICANT EXPANSION OF ITS
GRADUATE PROGRAMS AND RESEARCH INITIATIVES. NEW MASTER'S AND DOCTORAL PROGRAMS WERE ESTABLISHED IN VARIOUS
FIELDS, ATTRACTING STUDENTS SEEKING ADVANCED DEGREES AND CONTRIBUTING TO THE GROWTH OF SCHOLARLY RESEARCH
WITHIN THE UNIVERSITY. THE UNIVERSITY ACTIVELY PURSUED FEDERAL AND PRIVATE FUNDING TO SUPPORT ITS RESEARCH
ENDEAVORS.

THIS PERIOD SAW THE DEVELOPMENT OF SPECIALIZED RESEARCH CENTERS AND THE RECRUITMENT OF LEADING SCHOLARS. THE



FOCUS ON RESEARCH ALLO\X/EDJACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE ADVANCEMENT OF KNOWLEDGE IN
CRITICAL AREAS AND TO ADDRESS PRESSING SOCIETAL CHALLENGES. THIS COMMITMENT TO RESEARCH IS A DEFINING
CHARACTERISTIC OF THE MODERN_JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY AND A TESTAMENT TO ITS HISTORICAL TRAJECTORY.

ACADEMIC DEVELOPMENT AND RESEARCH INITIATIVES

JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY HAS CONSISTENTLY PRIORITIZED ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AND THE PURSUIT OF CUTTING-EDGE
RESEARCH. OVER THE DECADES, THE UNIVERSITY HAS CULTIVATED A STRONG ACADEMIC ENVIRONMENT, OFFERING A WIDE ARRAY
OF UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE PROGRAMS DESIGNED TO PREPARE STUDENTS FOR SUCCESS IN DIVERSE FIELDS. THE
INSTITUTION'S URBAN SETTING HAS ALSO INFLUENCED ITS ACADEMIC FOCUS, ENCOURAGING ENGAGEMENT WITH COMMUNITY
ISSUES AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT.

THE UNIVERSITY’S COMMITMENT TO RESEARCH IS EVIDENT IN ITS NUMEROUS CENTERS AND INSTITUTES DEDICATED TO EXPLORING
CRITICAL ISSUES. THESE INITIATIVES OFTEN FOCUS ON AREAS RELEVANT TO URBAN POPULATIONS, PUBLIC HEALTH,
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE, AND EDUCATIONAL EQUITY. SUCH ENDEAVORS NOT ONLY ADVANCE KNOWLEDGE BUT ALSO PROVIDE
VALUABLE OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS TO ENGAGE IN MEANINGFUL RESEARCH ALONGSIDE FACULTY.

Key ACADEMIC STRENGTHS AND PROGRAMS

JAacksoN STATE UNIVERSITY BOASTS SEVERAL AREAS OF ACADEMIC STRENGTH, INCLUDING ITS COLLEGE OF BusINESs, COLLEGE
OF EDUCATION AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT, AND ITS SCHOOL OF HEALTH SCIENCES. THESE COLLEGES AND SCHOOLS OFFER
ROBUST PROGRAMS THAT ARE HIGHLY REGARDED WITHIN THEIR RESPECTIVE DISCIPLINES. THE UNIVERSITY HAS ALSO MADE
SIGNIFICANT INVESTMENTS IN STEM EDUCATION, AIMING TO INCREASE THE PIPELINE OF AFRICAN AMERICAN GRADUATES IN
SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND MATHEMATICS.

THE UNIVERSITY'S COMMITMENT TO ITS STUDENTS IS REFLECTED IN ITS ACADEMIC ADVISING, CAREER SERVICES, AND A VIBRANT
CAMPUS LIFE THAT FOSTERS INTELLECTUAL GROWTH AND PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT. THE HISTORY OFJACKSON STATE
UNIVERSITY IS A TESTAMENT TO ITS ENDURING DEDICATION TO PROVIDING A HIGH-QUALITY EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE THAT
EMPOWERS ITS GRADUATES TO MAKE SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO SOCIETY.

NoOTABLE ALUMNI AND ENDURING LEGACY

THE IMPACT OF_JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY CAN BE PROFOUNDLY SEEN IN THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF ITS DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI
WHO HAVE EXCELLED IN A VAST ARRAY OF FIELDS. FROM POLITICS AND CIVIL RIGHTS TO ARTS, SCIENCES, AND ATHLETICS,JSU
GRADUATES HAVE CONSISTENTLY MADE THEIR MARK ON LOCAL, NATIONAL, AND INTERNATIONAL STAGES. THESE INDIVIDUALS
EMBODY THE SPIRIT OF RESILIENCE, DETERMINATION, AND LEADERSHIP THAT THE UNIVERSITY STRIVES TO INSTILL.

THE LEGACY OFJACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY IS NOT SOLELY DEFINED BY ITS ACADEMIC PROGRAMS OR ITS HISTORICAL
MILESTONES, BUT BY THE LIVES IT HAS TRANSFORMED AND THE LEADERS IT HAS PRODUCED. THE UNIVERSITY CONTINUES TO BE A
VITAL INSTITUTION FOR EMPOWERING AFRICAN AMERICANS AND FOSTERING A MORE JUST AND EQUITABLE SOCIETY.

IMPACT ON HIGHER EDUCATION AND SOCIETY

JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY HAS PLAYED AN INDISPENSABLE ROLE IN ADVANCING HIGHER EDUCATION FOR AFRICAN AMERICANS
AND IN CONTRIBUTING TO THE BROADER SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF MISSISSIPPI AND BEYOND. AS ONE OF THE
NATION'S LEADING HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES (HBCU)/ IT HAS CONSISTENTLY PROVIDED A PATHWAY
TO OPPORTUNITY AND UPWARD MOBILITY FOR GENERATIONS OF STUDENTS.



THE UNIVERSITY'S COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, RESEARCH, AND PRODUCING WELL-ROUNDED GRADUATES ENSURES
ITS CONTINUED RELEVANCE AND IMPORTANCE. THE HISTORY OFJACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY IS A TESTAMENT TO THE POWER OF
EDUCATION TO TRANSFORM LIVES AND COMMUNITIES, AND ITS ONGOING CONTRIBUTIONS PROMISE TO SHAPE A BRIGHTER FUTURE.

Q: WHEN WAS JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY FOUNDED?

A: JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY WAS FOUNDED ON JANUARY 15, 1877, AS THE NATCHEZ NORMAL SCHOOL.

Q: WHAT WAS THE ORIGINAL PURPOSE OF JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY?

A: THE ORIGINAL PURPOSE OF JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY, WHEN IT WAS THE NATCHEZ NORMAL SCHOOL, WAS TO TRAIN
TEACHERS TO SERVE BLACK COMMUNITIES IN MISSISSIPPI.

Q: \YW/HEN DID THE INSTITUTION OFFICIALLY BECOME KNOWN AS JACKSON COLLEGE?

A: THE INSTITUTION WAS RENAMED JACKSON COLLEGE IN 1882.

Q: WHAT SIGNIFICANT EVENT OCCURRED ON THE JACKSON STATE COLLEGE CAMPUS IN
19707

A: ONMAY 15, 1970, THE TRAGIC JACKSON STATE COLLEGE SHOOTINGS OCCURRED, WHERE POLICE OPENED FIRE ON UNARMED
STUDENTS, RESULTING IN THE DEATHS OF TWO STUDENTS.

Q: WHeN biID JACkSON STATE COLLEGE OFFICIALLY TRANSITION TO UNIVERSITY
STATUS?

A: JAcksoN STATE COLLEGE OFFICIALLY BECAME JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY IN 197 1.

Q: WHAT 1S JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY RECOGNIZED AS TODAY?

A: TobAY, JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY IS RECOGNIZED AS A PREMIER URBAN RESEARCH INSTITUTION AND A LEADING
HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY (HBCU).

Q: IN WHICH CITY IS JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY LOCATED?

A:JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY IS LOCATED IN JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.

Q: WHAT ARE SOME KEY AREAS OF ACADEMIC STRENGTH FOR JACKSON STATE
UNIVERSITY?

A: SOME KEY ACADEMIC STRENGTHS INCLUDE ITS COLLEGE OF BUSINESS, COLLEGE OF EDUCATION AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT,
ScHooL OF HEALTH SCIENCES, AND ITS PROGRAMS IN STEM FIELDS.



Q: WHAT ROLE DID JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY PLAY DURING THE CIVIL RIGHTS
MOVEMENT?

AZJACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY SERVED AS A SIGNIFICANT HUB FOR CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVISM, WITH STUDENTS AND FACULTY
ACTIVELY PARTICIPATING IN PROTESTS, MARCHES, AND VOTER REGISTRATION DRIVES.
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