HISTORY OF HOTEL DEL CORONADO

HISTORY OF HOTEL DEL CORONADO IS A FASCINATING JOURNEY THAT SPANS OVER A CENTURY, SHOWCASING THE EVOLUTION
OF ONE OF AMERICA’S MOST ICONIC BEACHFRONT RESORTS. LOCATED IN CORONADO, CALIFORNIA, THIS HISTORIC HOTEL HAS
HOUSED COUNTLESS CELEBRITIES, DIGNITARIES, AND GUESTS, ALL OF WHOM HAVE BEEN ENCHANTED BY ITS VICTORIAN
ARCHITECTURE AND STUNNING OCEAN VIEWS. THE STORY OF HOTEL DEL CORONADO IS RICH WITH INTRIGUING EVENTS,
ARCHITECTURAL INNOVATIONS, AND CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE. THIS ARTICLE WILL EXPLORE ITS INCEPTION IN THE LATE 19TH
CENTURY, ITS ROLE IN AMERICAN HISTORY, NOTABLE GUESTS AND EVENTS, AND THE HOTEL’S ONGOING LEGACY IN THE
HOSPITALITY INDUSTRY.
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ORIGINS AND CONSTRUCTION

THe HoTeL beEL CORONADO WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1888 BY ELISHA BABCOCK JR. AND HAMPTON L. STORY, WHO ENVISIONED A
LUXURIOUS RESORT THAT WOULD CATER TO THE WEALTHY ELITE. THE LOCATION WAS STRATEGICALLY CHOSEN FOR ITS
PICTURESQUE VIEWS AND PROXIMITY TO SAN DIEGO, MAKING IT AN IDEAL GETAWAY FOR AFFLUENT VISITORS. THE HOTEL WAS
CONSTRUCTED USING A UNIQUE DESIGN THAT FEATURED WOOD FROM THE PACIFIC COAST, WITH A DISTINCT VICTORIAN STYLE
THAT SET IT APART FROM OTHER ACCOMMODATIONS OF THE TIME.

VISIONARIES BEHIND THE HOTEL

ELisHA BAaBCOCK JrR. AND HAMPTON L. STORY WERE NOT JUST BUSINESS PARTNERS; THEY WERE VISIONARIES WHO SOUGHT TO
CREATE A DESTINATION THAT WOULD DEFINE LEISURE AND LUXURY IN THE LATE 19TH CENTURY. THEIR COMMITMENT TO
EXCELLENCE IS EVIDENT IN THE HOTEL'S ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN AND AMENITIES. THE HOTEL WAS DESIGNED BY ARCHITECT JAMES
/. REID, WHO INCORPORATED ELEMENTS OF THE QUEEN ANNE STYLE, WHICH WAS PREVALENT DURING THAT ERA.

INAUGURATION AND EARLY YEARS

THe HoTeL bEL CORONADO OFFICIALLY OPENED ITS DOORS ON FEBRUARY 19, 1888. IT QUICKLY BECAME A HOTSPOT FOR THE
WEALTHY, OFFERING LAVISH ACCOMMODATIONS, EXQUISITE DINING, AND NUMEROUS RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES. |TS GRAND
OPENING WAS CELEBRATED WITH A LAVISH GALA, ATTRACTING ATTENTION FROM ACROSS THE NATION. OVER THE YEARS, THE
HOTEL CONTINUED TO EXPAND ITS FACILITIES, INCLUDING THE ADDITION OF A FAMOUS BEACHFRONT AND VARIOUS RECREATIONAL
OFFERINGS LIKE TENNIS COURTS AND A SWIMMING POOL.



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

ONE OF THE MOST STRIKING FEATURES OF THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO IS ITS ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN, WHICH HAS EARNED IT A
PLACE ON THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES. THE HOTEL EXEMPLIFIES THE VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURAL STYLE WITH
ITS RED SHINGLES AND GRAND TURRET, MAKING IT A RECOGNIZED LANDMARK IN SAN DIEGO. |IT HAS BEEN REFERRED TO AS “THE
DEL” AND REMAINS ONE OF THE FEW SURVIVING EXAMPLES OF VICTORIAN BEACH RESORTS IN THE UNITED STATES.

DEesiGN FEATURES

THE HOTEL SHOWCASES SEVERAL ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS THAT CONTRIBUTE TO ITS CHARM. KEY FEATURES INCLUDE:

® RED WOOD-SHINGLED ROOF
® EXTENSIVE PORCHES AND VERANDAS

® TURRETS AND GABLES

INTRICATE WOODWORK AND MOLDINGS

o GRAND LOBBY WITH A STUNNING CHANDELIER

THESE DESIGN ELEMENTS REFLECT THE OPULENCE OF THE GILDED AGE AND THE CRAFTSMANSHIP OF THE ERA, ATTRACTING
VISITORS WHO APPRECIATE BOTH HISTORY AND BEAUTY.

HisToriCcAL EVENTS AND NOTABLE GUESTS

THE HoTeL DEL CORONADO HAS HOSTED MANY NOTABLE FIGURES THROUGHOUT ITS HISTORY, INCLUDING CELEBRITIES,
POLITICAL LEADERS, AND ROYALTY. ITS ALLURE HAS MADE IT A POPULAR DESTINATION FOR THOSE SEEKING LUXURY AND
EXCLUSIVITY.

CeLesrITY GUESTS

OVER THE YEARS, THE HOTEL HAS WELCOMED A WIDE ARRAY OF CELEBRITIES, SOLIDIFYING ITS REPUTATION AS A GLAMOROUS
RETREAT. NOTABLE GUESTS INCLUDE:

o CHARLES LINDBERGH

® MARILYN MONROE

* THOMAS EpisoN

® PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
e JoHN W AYNE

THESE DISTINGUISHED GUESTS CONTRIBUTED TO THE HOTEL’S STORIED PAST, EACH LEAVING BEHIND THEIR O\WN MEMORABLE
EXPERIENCES.



FiLm AND CULTURAL IMPACT

THE HoTEL DEL CORONADO HAS ALSO MADE ITS MARK IN THE FILM INDUSTRY. |T GAINED FURTHER FAME THROUGH ITS
APPEARANCE IN THE CLASSIC 1959 FiLm “Some Like IT HoT,” sTARRING MARILYN MoNROE, Tony CURTIS, AND JACK LEMMON.
THIS FILM NOT ONLY SHOWCASED THE HOTEL’S BEAUTY BUT ALSO INTRODUCED IT TO A NEW GENERATION OF VISITORS,
FURTHER ENHANCING ITS STATUS AS A CULTURAL LANDMARK.

THe HoTEL DURING WORLD W ARS

DURING W/ oRrLD W/ AR | AND W/ ORLD W AR II, THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO PLAYED A VITAL ROLE AS IT TRANSITIONED FROM A
LUXURY RESORT TO A MILITARY FACILITY. IN W/ ORLD W AR |, IT SERVED AS A NAVAL BARRACKS AND HOSPITAL,
ACCOMMODATING SOLDIERS AND PROVIDING CARE FOR THE WOUNDED. THIS SHIFT DEMONSTRATED THE HOTEL’S ADAPTABILITY
AND COMMITMENT TO SERVING THE COUNTRY DURING CHALLENGING TIMES.

THe HOTEL AS A MILITARY HOSPITAL

IN W oRLD W AR ||/ THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO AGAIN ADAPTED TO THE NEEDS OF THE MILITARY BY HOUSING TROOPS AND
SERVING AS A TRAINING FACILITY. ITS ABILITY TO TRANSFORM AND SUPPORT THE W AR EFFORT FURTHER SOLIDIFIED ITS PLACE IN
AMERICAN HISTORY, SHOWCASING THE HOTEL’S RESILIENCE AND SIGNIFICANCE DURING PIVOTAL MOMENTS IN THE NATION’S PAST.

MODERN RENOVATIONS AND LEGACY

IN RECENT YEARS, THE HoTeL beEL CORONADO HAS UNDERGONE EXTENSIVE RENOVATIONS TO MODERNIZE ITS FACILITIES WHILE
PRESERVING ITS HISTORIC CHARM. THESE UPDATES HAVE INCLUDED THE ADDITION OF LUXURY SUITES, ENHANCED DINING OPTIONS,
AND IMPROVED AMENITIES, ENSURING THAT IT CONTINUES TO ATTRACT VISITORS FROM AROUND THE GLOBE.

COMMITMENT TO PRESERVATION

THE HOTEL’S MANAGEMENT HAS PRIORITIZED THE PRESERVATION OF ITS HISTORICAL ELEMENTS, ENSURING THAT THE
ARCHITECTURAL INTEGRITY REMAINS INTACT. THIS COMMITMENT TO MAINTAINING ITS LEGACY ALLOWS THE HOTEL DEL
CORONADO TO CONTINUE TO SERVE AS A BEACON OF HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE IN CALIFORNIA.

ONGOING CULTURAL RELEVANCE

TODAY/ THE HoTEL DEL CORONADO STANDS AS A TESTAMENT TO CALIFORNIA’S RICH HISTORY AND A SYMBOL OF LUXURY
AND RELAXATION. |ITS BEAUTIFUL BEACHFRONT LOCATION, COMBINED WITH ITS STORIED PAST, CONTINUES TO CAPTIVATE
VISITORS, MAKING IT ONE OF THE MOST BELOVED HOTELS IN THE UNITED STATES.

CoNCLUSION

THE HISTORY OF HOTEL DEL CORONADO IS NOT JUST ABOUT A BUILDING; IT IS A NARRATIVE OF ELEGANCE, ADAPTATION, AND
CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE. FROM ITS INCEPTION IN THE LATE 19TH CENTURY TO ITS STATUS AS A MODERN LUXURY RESORT, THE



HOTEL HAS PLAYED A PIVOTAL ROLE IN AMERICAN HOSPITALITY. AS IT CONTINUES TO WELCOME GUESTS FROM AROUND THE
WORLD, THE HoTeL DeL CORONADO REMAINS A CHERISHED LANDMARK, PRESERVING ITS RICH HISTORY WHILE EMBRACING THE
FUTURE.

Q: WHAT YEAR WAS THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO BUILT?

A: THE HoTeL beL CORONADO WAS BUILT IN 1888 AND OPENED ITS DOORS ON FEBRUARY 19 OF THAT YEAR.

Q: WHo WERE THE FOUNDERS OF HOTEL DEL CORONADO?

A: THE FOUNDERS OF HOTEL DEL CORONADO WERE ELISHA BABCOCK JR. AND HAMPTON L. STORY, WHO ENVISIONED A
LUXURIOUS RESORT FOR THE ELITE.

Q: WHICH FAMOUS MOVIE WAS FILMED AT THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO?

A: THE FAMOUS MOVIE “SoMe LIKE IT HOT,” STARRING MARILYN MoNROE, ToNy CURTIS, AND JACK LEMMON, WAS FILMED AT
/ /7 1 /
THE HoTeL peL CoronaDO IN 1959.

Q: Dib THE HOoTEL DEL CORONADO SERVE ANY MILITARY PURPOSE DURING THE W ORLD
W ARS?

A: YES, DURING BOTH WORLD W AR | AND W/ ORLD W AR II, THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO SERVED AS A NAVAL BARRACKS AND
HOSPITAL, ACCOMMODATING TROOPS AND PROVIDING MEDICAL CARE.

Q: WHAT ARCHITECTURAL STYLE IS THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO KNOWN FOR?

A: THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO IS KNOWN FOR ITS DISTINCTIVE VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURAL STYLE, PARTICULARLY THE QUEEN
ANNE STYLE, FEATURING A RED WOOD-SHINGLED ROOF AND GRAND TURRET.

Q: Is THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO RECOGNIZED AS A HISTORICAL LANDMARK?

A: YEs, THE HoTEeL DEL CORONADO IS LISTED ON THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, HIGHLIGHTING ITS
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE AND HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE.

Q: WHAT MODERN AMENITIES DOES THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO OFFER TODAY?

A: TODAY, THE HoTEL DEL CORONADO OFFERS LUXURIOUS ACCOMMODATIONS, MULTIPLE DINING OPTIONS, A SPA, AND
EXTENSIVE RECREATIONAL FACILITIES WHILE PRESERVING ITS HISTORIC CHARM.

Q: WHO ARE SOME NOTABLE GUESTS WHO HAVE STAYED AT THE HOTEL DEL
CoroNADO?

A: NoTABLE GUESTS OF THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO INCLUDE CHARLES LINDBERGH, MARILYN MONROE, PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D.
ROOSEVELT, AND JOHN W/ AYNE, AMONG OTHERS.
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