history of greenbrier resort

history of greenbrier resort is a fascinating narrative that intertwines luxury, history, and the
natural beauty of West Virginia. Established in 1778, the Greenbrier Resort has evolved from a simple
mineral spring destination into a lavish resort that has hosted presidents, dignitaries, and celebrities.
This article will explore the resort's rich history, its architectural significance, the evolution of its
offerings, and its role in American culture. We will also examine notable events and periods that have
shaped the Greenbrier into the iconic establishment it is today.
This comprehensive overview will provide insights into the resort's development, key historical
milestones, and its enduring legacy as a premier destination.
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Early Beginnings

The story of the Greenbrier Resort begins in the late 18th century when it was first established as a
spa and retreat for health-seekers. Its natural mineral springs were believed to have therapeutic
properties, drawing visitors seeking relief from ailments. The original structure was a simple wooden
building that catered to guests looking to enjoy the healing waters.

Founding and Development

In 1778, the first recorded use of the springs began, and by 1818, the first hotel was built to
accommodate the growing number of visitors. The resort quickly gained popularity, and by the
mid-19th century, it became a fashionable destination for the elite. This period saw the construction
of more sophisticated accommodations and the expansion of amenities that appealed to affluent
guests.



The Role of the Greenbrier during the Civil War

The Civil War had a significant impact on the resort, as it was used as a hospital for Union soldiers.
After the war, the Greenbrier resumed its role as a luxury destination, but the scars of conflict
lingered, influencing the resort's operations and clientele. The post-war years marked a resurgence in
popularity, leading to further improvements and expansions.

Architectural Significance

The Greenbrier is renowned not only for its luxurious accommodations but also for its distinctive
architectural style. The resort features a blend of neoclassical and colonial revival designs that reflect
its storied past.

Key Architectural Features

The main building, known as the Greenbrier Hotel, showcases grand columns, ornate detailing, and
expansive ballrooms. Key architectural features include:

e Grand Lobby: A stunning entrance adorned with crystal chandeliers and intricate moldings.

e Colonial Architecture: A blend of Georgian and Federal styles that highlight the resort's
historical roots.

e Beautiful Gardens: Landscaped grounds that enhance the resort's picturesque setting.

Renovations and Restorations

Over the decades, the Greenbrier Resort has undergone several renovations to preserve its historic
charm while incorporating modern amenities. The most notable restoration occurred after a fire in
2001, which led to extensive renovations that respected the original design while upgrading facilities.

Transformation Over the Years

The Greenbrier has transformed significantly since its inception, adapting to changes in societal
trends and guest preferences.

Expansion of Amenities

In the early 20th century, the resort expanded its offerings to include golf courses, tennis courts, and
a variety of recreational activities. This evolution reflected a broader trend in the hospitality industry,
where resorts began to focus on the entire guest experience beyond just accommodations.



Impact of World Events

World events, such as the Great Depression and World War I, influenced the Greenbrier's operations.
During WWII, the resort served as a hospital for soldiers, and post-war, it saw a resurgence in
popularity, catering to a new generation of travelers eager for leisure and luxury.

Notable Events and Guests

Throughout its history, the Greenbrier has hosted numerous prominent figures, including presidents,
celebrities, and international dignitaries.

Presidential Visits

The resort has been frequented by many U.S. presidents, including Franklin D. Roosevelt, John F.
Kennedy, and Dwight D. Eisenhower. These visits not only bolstered the resort’s reputation but also
solidified its place in American history.

Events of Historical Significance

The Greenbrier has also been the site of significant events, such as:

e The 1958 West Virginia Governor’s Conference, which highlighted the state's contributions to
the nation.

e The annual Greenbrier Classic golf tournament, attracting top players and celebrities.

e Various cultural events and music festivals that celebrate the region’s heritage.

Modern Era and Current Offerings

Today, the Greenbrier Resort continues to thrive as a luxurious destination, offering an array of
amenities and activities for guests.

Luxurious Accommodations

The resort features a wide range of accommodations, from luxurious rooms and suites to private
cottages. Each space is designed with comfort and elegance in mind, providing guests with a serene
retreat.

Activities and Attractions

The Greenbrier offers guests a plethora of activities, including:



e World-class golf courses designed by renowned architects.
e A full-service spa offering a variety of treatments and wellness programs.

e Adventure activities such as zip-lining, hiking, and horseback riding.

Conclusion

The history of the Greenbrier Resort is not just a tale of a luxury destination; it is a reflection of
American history, culture, and the evolution of hospitality. From its humble beginnings as a mineral
spring retreat to its status as a premier resort, the Greenbrier has adapted and thrived through
changing times. Its architectural beauty, notable guests, and extensive offerings continue to attract
visitors from around the world, ensuring that its legacy endures for generations to come.

Q: What year was the Greenbrier Resort founded?

A: The Greenbrier Resort was founded in 1778, originally as a health retreat centered around its
mineral springs.

Q: What notable architectural features does the Greenbrier
have?

A: The Greenbrier features grand columns, a stunning lobby with crystal chandeliers, and beautifully
landscaped gardens, showcasing its neoclassical and colonial revival architecture.

Q: Has the Greenbrier Resort hosted any U.S. presidents?

A: Yes, the Greenbrier has hosted several U.S. presidents, including Franklin D. Roosevelt, John F.
Kennedy, and Dwight D. Eisenhower, among others.

Q: What recreational activities are available at the
Greenbrier?

A: The Greenbrier offers a variety of activities including golf, spa services, zip-lining, hiking, and
horseback riding, catering to a range of interests for guests.

Q: How has the Greenbrier adapted to modern times?

A: The Greenbrier has undergone several renovations and expansions to include modern amenities
while preserving its historic charm, ensuring it meets the evolving needs of today’s travelers.



Q: What role did the Greenbrier play during the Civil War?

A: During the Civil War, the Greenbrier served as a hospital for Union soldiers, impacting its
operations and clientele during that era.

Q: What historical events have taken place at the Greenbrier?

A: Significant events at the Greenbrier include the 1958 West Virginia Governor’s Conference and the
annual Greenbrier Classic golf tournament, both highlighting the resort’s cultural impact.

Q: Can you describe the accommodations at the Greenbrier?

A: The Greenbrier offers luxurious accommodations ranging from elegant rooms and suites to private
cottages, designed for comfort and sophistication.

Q: What is the significance of the mineral springs at the
Greenbrier?

A: The mineral springs at the Greenbrier were believed to have therapeutic properties, which were the
original draw for visitors seeking health benefits in the late 18th century.

Q: How has the Greenbrier’'s reputation changed over the
years?

A: The Greenbrier's reputation has evolved from a simple health retreat to a premier luxury
destination, attracting high-profile guests and hosting significant events throughout American history.
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