history of fsu quarterbacks

history of fsu quarterbacks is a rich and storied narrative that reflects the
evolution of college football and the significant impact that Florida State
University (FSU) quarterbacks have had on the sport. From the early days of
the program to the modern era, FSU has produced a remarkable lineage of
talented quarterbacks who have not only achieved success at the collegiate
level but have also gone on to leave their mark in the National Football
League (NFL). This article delves into the various eras of FSU quarterbacks,
highlighting key players, their achievements, and the overall significance of
their contributions to FSU football. The journey through the history of FSU
quarterbacks encompasses notable statistics, memorable games, and the legacy
they have built over the decades.
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Origins of FSU Football

The Florida State University football program was established in 1902, with
its first game played in 1903. Initially, the team struggled to gain
recognition, but as the years progressed, it began to attract better talent
and gained a foothold in college football. The development of the quarterback
position at FSU started in the mid-20th century when the program began to
implement more sophisticated offensive strategies.

In the early years, FSU primarily focused on a ground attack, with the
quarterback role often limited to managing the game rather than leading the
offense. However, as college football evolved, so did the expectations for
quarterbacks, marking the beginning of a transformation that would see FSU
quarterbacks emerge as stars in their own right.

The Early Quarterbacks

As FSU football began to find its identity in the 1950s and 1960s, several



quarterbacks laid the groundwork for future success. Early quarterbacks
played a crucial role in establishing the program's reputation and showcasing
the potential of the quarterback position.

One of the first notable quarterbacks was Gary H. D. Smith, who played for
FSU in the late 1950s. Smith's leadership helped FSU achieve its first
winning season in 1958, setting the stage for future growth. Another
significant figure was Steve Tensi, who played from 1962 to 1964 and was
known for his passing ability and athleticism, earning him a spot in the FSU
Hall of Fame.

The Bobby Bowden Era

The arrival of legendary coach Bobby Bowden in 1976 marked a turning point
for FSU football, particularly for the quarterback position. Bowden
implemented a high-octane offense that relied heavily on the passing game,
allowing quarterbacks to thrive and showcase their talents. This era produced
some of the most memorable quarterbacks in FSU history.

Renegade Quarterbacks became synonymous with Bowden's teams. The likes of
Jimmy Jordan and Warrick Dunn contributed significantly during the late 1970s
and 1980s. However, it was Charlie Ward, who played from 1990 to 1993, who
would become a household name. Ward won the Heisman Trophy in 1993, leading
the Seminoles to their first national championship in the same year. His
dual-threat capability and leadership on the field revolutionized the
quarterback role at FSU.

Notable FSU Quarterbacks

Throughout its history, Florida State University has produced a plethora of
standout quarterbacks who have made significant contributions both in college
and the NFL. Each of these players has left an indelible mark on the program
and its legacy.

e Chris Weinke: A Heisman Trophy winner in 2000, Weinke led FSU to a
national championship game and set multiple passing records during his
tenure.

e Christian Ponder: Known for his intelligence and decision-making, Ponder
became the first FSU quarterback to be drafted in the first round of the
NFL Draft since Ward.

e EJ Manuel: The first quarterback in FSU history to lead the team to a
national championship (2013) in the BCS era, Manuel's leadership helped
solidify FSU's return to prominence.

e Jameis Winston: A polarizing figure, Winston won the Heisman Trophy in
2013 and led FSU to an undefeated season, securing a national
championship in 2014.



These quarterbacks, along with many others, have not only excelled at the
collegiate level but have also made significant impacts in the NFL, further
enhancing the reputation of FSU as a breeding ground for quarterback talent.

Legacy and Impact

The legacy of FSU quarterbacks is not just confined to their individual
achievements; it is also about the overall impact they have had on college
football. The success of these quarterbacks has helped elevate FSU to a
prominent position in the NCAA landscape, making them a perennial powerhouse.

The influence of FSU quarterbacks extends beyond the field as well. Many have
used their platforms for philanthropic efforts and community engagement,
setting examples for future generations of athletes. The success of FSU
quarterbacks has also contributed to the university's appeal, attracting top
recruits and solidifying its status as a prestigious institution for aspiring
football players.

Conclusion

The history of FSU quarterbacks tells a compelling story of evolution,
success, and legacy. From the early days of the program to the modern era,
these athletes have not only defined the quarterback position at Florida
State University but have also made significant contributions to the sport
itself. Their achievements, both on and off the field, continue to inspire
future generations of players. As FSU looks to the future, the foundation
laid by these remarkable quarterbacks will undoubtedly influence the next
wave of talent that seeks to wear the garnet and gold.

Q: Who was the first notable quarterback for FSU?

A: The first notable quarterback for Florida State University was Gary H. D.
Smith, who played in the late 1950s and helped the program achieve its first
winning season in 1958.

Q: What impact did Bobby Bowden have on FSU
quarterbacks?

A: Bobby Bowden transformed FSU football by implementing a high-octane
offense that allowed quarterbacks to showcase their skills, leading to the
emergence of stars like Charlie Ward and Chris Weinke.

Q: How did Charlie Ward change the quarterback



position at FSU?

A: Charlie Ward revolutionized the quarterback position at FSU with his dual-
threat capabilities, winning the Heisman Trophy in 1993 and leading the
Seminoles to their first national championship.

Q: Which FSU quarterback won the Heisman Trophy?

A: Charlie Ward won the Heisman Trophy in 1993, becoming one of the most
celebrated quarterbacks in FSU history for his exceptional performance.

Q: What is the significance of Jameis Winston in
FSU’s history?

A: Jameis Winston is significant in FSU's history for winning the Heisman
Trophy in 2013 and leading the team to an undefeated season and a national
championship in 2014.

Q: How have FSU quarterbacks influenced the NFL?

A: FSU quarterbacks have influenced the NFL by achieving significant success,
with several players like Chris Weinke, Christian Ponder, and Jameis Winston
being drafted in the early rounds and enjoying notable careers.

Q: What qualities define a successful FSU
quarterback?

A: Successful FSU quarterbacks are often defined by their leadership,
athleticism, decision-making, and ability to perform in high-pressure
situations, contributing to the team's overall success.

Q: Who were some of the early quarterbacks at FSU?

A: Early quarterbacks at FSU included Gary H. D. Smith and Steve Tensi, who
helped establish the program’s reputation during the 1950s and 1960s.

Q: What role did FSU quarterbacks play in the
program’s rise to prominence?

A: FSU quarterbacks played a crucial role in the program's rise to prominence
by leading successful teams, winning championships, and attracting top talent
to the university.



Q: How does FSU's quarterback legacy compare to
other universities?

A: FSU's quarterback legacy is comparable to other top universities due to
the significant number of successful quarterbacks produced, their
achievements in college and the NFL, and their impact on the game.
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