history of english literature by david daiches
volume 2

history of english literature by david daiches volume 2 offers an in-depth exploration of the
development of English literature from the 18th century through the 20th century. This
comprehensive volume, authored by the esteemed literary critic David Daiches, presents a thorough
analysis of major literary movements, significant authors, and influential works that have shaped the
English literary landscape. In this article, we will delve into the structure of Daiches' volume,
highlighting key periods of literature, notable writers, and the cultural contexts that influenced their
works. Additionally, we will discuss the critical reception of this volume and its impact on literary
studies. By the end of this exploration, readers will gain a clearer understanding of how Daiches'
insights contribute to the appreciation of English literature.
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Overview of David Daiches' Contributions

David Daiches was not only a prominent literary critic but also a historian who significantly
contributed to the study of English literature. His works are characterized by a deep understanding of
the historical and cultural contexts surrounding literary texts. In history of english literature by
david daiches volume 2, Daiches meticulously examines the evolution of literature, focusing on the
interplay between societal changes and literary production. This volume continues the narrative
established in Volume 1, which primarily covers the earlier periods of English literature.

Daiches’ approach is both analytical and accessible, making his work suitable for both scholars and
casual readers. His ability to weave historical context with literary analysis allows for a richer
understanding of texts and their significance. This volume addresses not just the 'what' of literature,
but the 'why' and 'how'—leading readers through the intricacies of literary development.

Key Literary Periods Covered in Volume 2

Volume 2 of Daiches’ work encompasses several key literary periods, each marked by distinct



characteristics and contributions to the English literary canon. The primary periods discussed include
the Romantic Period, the Victorian Era, the early 20th century, and modernism.

The Romantic Period

The Romantic Period, spanning from the late 18th century to the mid-19th century, is characterized
by an emphasis on emotion, nature, and individualism. Daiches highlights the works of major figures
such as William Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, and Lord Byron. He examines how these
authors reacted against the rationalism of the Enlightenment and sought to express the sublime and
the personal through their poetry and prose.

The Victorian Era

The Victorian Era, following the Romantic Period, is marked by a complex interplay of social change,
industrialization, and moral questioning. Daiches discusses key authors like Charles Dickens, George
Eliot, and Thomas Hardy, emphasizing how their works reflect the social issues of their time. He also
explores the rise of the novel as a dominant literary form during this period, detailing the innovations
in narrative style and character development.

The Early 20th Century and Modernism

The early 20th century ushered in modernism, a literary movement defined by a break from
traditional forms and an exploration of new narrative techniques. Daiches provides insights into
influential modernist writers such as Virginia Woolf, James Joyce, and T.S. Eliot. He discusses the
themes of fragmentation, alienation, and the quest for meaning that permeate their works, illustrating
how these authors responded to the rapidly changing world around them.

Major Authors and Their Influence

In addition to discussing key literary periods, Daiches places significant emphasis on individual
authors and their lasting influence on English literature. His detailed analyses provide a nuanced
understanding of how these writers shaped literary trends and cultural narratives.

William Wordsworth

Wordsworth is often regarded as a central figure of the Romantic movement. Daiches examines his
pioneering use of everyday language and his focus on nature as a source of inspiration. Wordsworth's
contributions to the lyrical ballad form and his advocacy for the poet’s role in society are discussed in
detail, showcasing his impact on subsequent poets.



Charles Dickens

As one of the most celebrated Victorian novelists, Dickens' works are analyzed for their social
commentary and character development. Daiches highlights how Dickens’ novels often reflect the
struggles of the lower classes and critique the social injustices of the time, establishing him as a voice
for the marginalized.

Virginia Woolf

Woolf's innovative narrative techniques and exploration of consciousness are central to Daiches'
discussion of modernism. He emphasizes her role in expanding the boundaries of fiction and her
contributions to feminist literature, noting how her works challenge traditional gender roles and
societal expectations.

Critical Reception of Volume 2

The critical reception of history of english literature by david daiches volume 2 has generally
been positive, with scholars praising Daiches' thorough research and engaging writing style.
Reviewers have noted that his ability to contextualize literary movements within broader historical
narratives makes the volume a valuable resource for both students and literary enthusiasts.

Many critics have commended Daiches for his clear organization of complex ideas and his skillful
integration of a wide range of literary texts. This volume is often recommended for its educational
value in literary studies, providing a solid foundation for understanding the evolution of English
literature.

Impact on Literary Studies

Daiches' work has had a lasting impact on literary studies, particularly in how literature is taught and
understood in academic settings. His emphasis on historical context encourages readers to consider
the societal influences that shape literary works. This approach has influenced subsequent literary
criticism and pedagogy, promoting a more interdisciplinary perspective on literature.

Furthermore, Daiches’ volumes have become standard references in literature courses, facilitating
discussions around the connections between literature and culture. His comprehensive treatment of
English literature encourages deeper engagement and analysis, making his work a cornerstone in the
field.

In essence, history of english literature by david daiches volume 2 serves not only as a
historical account but also as a critical framework for understanding the evolution of English literature
in relation to its social and cultural milieu.



Q: What are the main themes explored in volume 2 of David
Daiches' history of English literature?

A: Volume 2 explores themes such as the transition from Romanticism to Victorianism, the emergence
of modernism, and the relationship between literature and social issues, highlighting how these
themes manifest in the works of key authors.

Q: How does Daiches' analysis of major authors enhance our
understanding of English literature?

A: Daiches’ analysis provides insight into the individual contributions of major authors, revealing how
their unique styles and thematic concerns reflect and critique the societal contexts of their times,
thus enriching the overall understanding of literary evolution.

Q: In what ways is volume 2 different from volume 1 of David
Daiches' history of English literature?

A: While volume 1 focuses on earlier periods of English literature, volume 2 delves into the Romantic,
Victorian, and modern periods, examining the complexities and innovations that emerged in these
later literary movements.

Q: What impact has David Daiches had on literary criticism?

A: David Daiches has influenced literary criticism by emphasizing the importance of historical context,
interdisciplinary approaches, and comprehensive analyses that connect literature with broader
cultural narratives.

Q: How is volume 2 structured in terms of its content
organization?

A: Volume 2 is organized chronologically, covering significant literary periods and major authors
within those periods, thereby providing a coherent narrative of the evolution of English literature.

Q: Why is Daiches' history of English literature considered
essential reading?

A: Daiches' history is considered essential reading because it offers a thorough and insightful
exploration of English literature, making connections between literary works and their historical
contexts that are crucial for both students and scholars.
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