history of come thou fount

history of come thou fount is a captivating journey that explores the
origins, evolution, and enduring impact of one of the most beloved hymns in
Christian worship. Composed in the 18th century, "Come Thou Fount of Every
Blessing" has transcended its historical roots to become a staple in churches
and gatherings worldwide. This article delves into the life of its author,
Robert Robinson, the hymn's theological significance, its musical
adaptations, and the reasons behind its lasting popularity. By examining
these elements, we aim to understand why this hymn continues to resonate with
believers today.
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Background of the Hymn

The hymn "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" was first published in 1758 in a
collection titled "A Collection of Hymns for the Use of the People Called
Methodists." This period was significant in the history of Christian music,
as the Methodist revival movement was gaining momentum in England and
America. The hymn was born out of a desire to express the deep spiritual
experiences of the time.

The title itself reflects a profound theological truth; it acknowledges God
as the source of all blessings. The hymn’s lyrics convey a heartfelt plea for
divine guidance and grace, emphasizing the believer's reliance on God’s mercy
amid life’s trials. The imagery used in the hymn invokes the metaphor of God
as a fountain, symbolizing the abundant grace and blessings that flow from
Him.



The Life of Robert Robinson

Robert Robinson, the author of "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing," was born
in 1735 in Norfolk, England. His early life was marked by hardship; he lost

his father at a young age and faced numerous challenges in his youth. At the
age of 17, he encountered the preaching of George Whitefield, which led him

to a profound conversion experience. This pivotal moment in his life ignited
his passion for evangelism and hymn writing.

Robinson became a prominent figure in the early Methodist movement,
eventually becoming a pastor. His experiences, particularly his struggles
with faith and doubt, greatly influenced his writing. "Come Thou Fount"
reflects his personal journey, capturing both the joy of salvation and the
challenges of maintaining faith over time.

Theological Themes

The hymn is rich in theological themes that resonate with Christian doctrine.
At its core, "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" emphasizes the notions of
grace, redemption, and the believer's dependence on God. The first verse
celebrates God as the source of all blessings, acknowledging His role in the
believer's life.

In the second verse, Robinson expresses the struggles of human nature,

highlighting the tendency towards sin and the need for divine intervention.
This theme of reliance on God's grace is critical in Christian theology, as
it underscores the belief that salvation and strength come solely from God.

The final verse of the hymn points toward eternal security, suggesting that
God’s guiding hand leads believers safely home. This assurance of God'’'s love
and faithfulness is a central tenet of Christian faith, providing comfort to
many as they navigate the challenges of life.

Musical Adaptations



