history of buckingham fountain

history of buckingham fountain is a fascinating journey through time, reflecting the
artistic and cultural evolution of Chicago. This iconic landmark, located in Grant Park, is not
only a symbol of the city but also a remarkable feat of engineering and design. From its
inception in the early 20th century to its role in contemporary civic life, the history of
Buckingham Fountain encompasses various themes, including its architectural significance,
cultural impact, and preservation efforts. This article will explore the fountain's origins,
design, and ongoing relevance, providing a comprehensive overview of this beloved
Chicago landmark.
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Origins of Buckingham Fountain

The history of Buckingham Fountain begins in 1927 when it was commissioned by Kate
Buckingham in memory of her brother, Clarence. Inspired by the Latona Fountain at the
Palace of Versailles, Buckingham envisioned a grand water feature that would enhance the
beauty of Chicago’s lakefront. The fountain was designed by the renowned architect
Edward H. Bennett, who was known for his work on the city’s Plan of Chicago. Construction
began in 1927 and was completed in 1929, marking a significant milestone in Chicago's
urban development.

The fountain was officially dedicated on August 26, 1927, and has since become a central
feature of Grant Park. It was originally part of the city’s effort to beautify the lakefront area
and provide recreational spaces for residents and visitors alike. The fountain's design and
construction were part of a larger movement during the early 20th century that
emphasized urban park development and the integration of natural beauty into city
planning.



Architectural Designh and Features

Buckingham Fountain is renowned for its impressive architectural features and elaborate
design. It is one of the largest fountains in the world, measuring 280 feet in diameter and
rising 50 feet high. The fountain’s design is characterized by its Beaux-Arts style, which
combines classical elements with a sense of grandeur and symmetry. The central jet shoots
water up to 150 feet into the air, while the surrounding basins feature intricate sculptures
and decorative motifs.

Materials and Construction

The fountain is constructed from Georgia pink marble, which adds to its aesthetic appeal.
The use of high-quality materials ensures its durability and resilience against the elements.
The intricate stonework includes a series of bronze statues, including four pairs of sea
horses that symbolize the four states that border the Great Lakes. These features not only
enhance the fountain’s visual impact but also reflect the regional significance of water in
the area.

Water Displays and Lighting

One of the most captivating aspects of Buckingham Fountain is its elaborate water displays,
which are choreographed to music. The fountain operates from April to mid-November,
showcasing a variety of water patterns and colors. The displays are enhanced by a
sophisticated lighting system that illuminates the fountain at night, creating a stunning
visual experience for onlookers. The combination of water, light, and music ensures that the
fountain remains a dynamic attraction throughout the seasons.

Cultural Significance

Over the years, Buckingham Fountain has become a cultural icon, representing Chicago’s
rich history and vibrant community. It serves not only as a tourist attraction but also as a
gathering place for local residents. The fountain has been featured in numerous films,

television shows, and cultural events, further solidifying its status as a symbol of the city.

Events and Celebrations

The fountain hosts various events throughout the year, including concerts, art installations,
and holiday celebrations. These events foster a sense of community and provide
opportunities for residents and visitors to connect with the city’s cultural landscape. The
fountain has also been a site for public art displays and performances, showcasing the



talents of local artists and musicians.

Symbol of Civic Pride

As a prominent landmark, Buckingham Fountain represents Chicago’s commitment to
public art and urban beauty. It embodies the city’s spirit of resilience and innovation,
attracting millions of visitors each year. The fountain serves as a backdrop for countless
photographs and has become synonymous with Chicago's identity, symbolizing the city’s
rich cultural heritage and community pride.

Restoration and Preservation Efforts

Maintaining the beauty and functionality of Buckingham Fountain is an ongoing endeavor.
Over the decades, various restoration projects have been undertaken to preserve its
structural integrity and aesthetic appeal. These efforts are crucial in ensuring that future
generations can enjoy this historic landmark.

Significant Restoration Projects

One of the most significant restoration projects occurred in 2010, when the fountain
underwent extensive repairs to its mechanical systems and structural elements. This
project included the installation of new pumps and lighting systems, which improved the
overall efficiency of the fountain. Additionally, the restoration team addressed issues
related to water quality and conservation, ensuring that the fountain remains a sustainable
attraction.

Community Involvement

The preservation of Buckingham Fountain is supported by both public and private
initiatives. Local organizations and community members often participate in fundraising
efforts to support restoration projects. These collaborative efforts highlight the importance
of community engagement in preserving Chicago’s architectural and cultural landmarks.

Conclusion

The history of Buckingham Fountain is a testament to Chicago’s commitment to beauty,
culture, and community. From its origins in the late 1920s to its current status as a beloved
landmark, the fountain has played a vital role in the city's narrative. Its architectural
grandeur, cultural significance, and ongoing preservation efforts ensure that Buckingham



Fountain will remain a cherished symbol of Chicago for generations to come.

FAQ

Q: When was Buckingham Fountain built?

A: Buckingham Fountain was commissioned in 1927 and completed in 1929.

Q: Who designed Buckingham Fountain?

A: The fountain was designed by architect Edward H. Bennett, inspired by the Latona
Fountain at the Palace of Versailles.

Q: What materials were used in the construction of
Buckingham Fountain?

A: The fountain is primarily constructed from Georgia pink marble, featuring intricate
bronze sculptures and decorative elements.

Q: How tall does the central jet of Buckingham Fountain
shoot water?

A: The central jet of Buckingham Fountain can shoot water up to 150 feet high.

Q: What types of events are held at Buckingham
Fountain?

A: Buckingham Fountain hosts various events, including concerts, art installations, and
holiday celebrations, fostering community engagement.

Q: How is Buckingham Fountain maintained and
preserved?

A: Buckingham Fountain is maintained through ongoing restoration projects and community
involvement, ensuring its structural integrity and aesthetic appeal.

Q: Is Buckingham Fountain illuminated at night?

A: Yes, Buckingham Fountain features a sophisticated lighting system that illuminates it at
night, creating a stunning visual display.



Q: What is the significance of the sea horses at
Buckingham Fountain?

A: The four pairs of sea horses represent the four states that border the Great Lakes,
symbolizing the regional significance of water.

Q: When does Buckingham Fountain operate?

A: Buckingham Fountain operates from April to mid-November, showcasing its water
displays during this period.

Q: Why is Buckingham Fountain considered a symbol of
Chicago?

A: Buckingham Fountain is considered a symbol of Chicago due to its historical significance,
architectural beauty, and role as a community gathering place.
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