
history of asbury revival
History of Asbury Revival dates back to the early 20th century and has played a
significant role in shaping the landscape of American Christianity. The Asbury Revival,
which refers to a series of spiritual awakenings that have occurred at Asbury University in
Wilmore, Kentucky, is marked by intense prayer, worship, and a renewed commitment to
Christian faith among students and faculty. This article delves into the origins, key events,
and lasting impact of the Asbury Revival, illustrating its significance in the broader
context of American religious movements.

Origins of the Asbury Revival

The roots of the Asbury Revival can be traced back to the rich history of Methodism in the
United States. Asbury University, founded in 1890, was established with a mission to
provide a Christ-centered education while promoting holiness and spiritual growth. The
university’s namesake, Francis Asbury, was a prominent Methodist bishop who played a
crucial role in the spread of Methodism in America during the late 18th and early 19th
centuries.

Early Revivals in the 20th Century

The first significant revival at Asbury University took place in 1905. This event marked the
beginning of a series of spiritual awakenings characterized by:

- Intense prayer: Students and faculty gathered for extended periods of prayer, seeking
divine intervention and guidance.
- Worship services: These gatherings often included vibrant worship, singing, and
testimonies of personal faith.
- Evangelistic fervor: Participants were encouraged to share their faith with others,
leading to conversions and renewed spiritual commitment.

The revival atmosphere continued throughout the years, with notable revivals occurring in
the 1920s, 1950s, and 1970s, each leaving a lasting impact on the university community
and beyond.

Notable Revivals at Asbury University

The 1970 Revival

One of the most well-known revivals in the history of the Asbury Revival occurred in
February 1970. This event gained national attention and is often cited as a pivotal moment



in the broader American revival movement.

Key features of the 1970 Revival included:

1. Spontaneous Beginnings: The revival began during a regular chapel service when a
student began sharing a personal testimony of faith. This led to a wave of confessions and
expressions of faith among fellow students.
2. Continuous Worship: What started as a single chapel service quickly transformed into a
continuous worship event that lasted for days. Students and faculty participated in around-
the-clock prayer and worship, with some reports indicating that the gathering lasted for
more than 144 hours.
3. Widespread Influence: News of the revival spread beyond the university, attracting
visitors from across the country. Many attendees returned to their own communities,
spreading the revival's spirit and leading to similar movements in other churches and
universities.

The 2006 Revival

The revival atmosphere at Asbury University did not end with the 1970 event. In 2006, a
smaller yet impactful revival occurred, continuing the tradition of spiritual awakening on
campus.

- Focused Prayer: The 2006 revival was marked by a concerted effort toward prayer and
reflection, particularly in the context of the university's mission to foster holiness.
- Community Engagement: This revival encouraged students to engage with the local
community, emphasizing acts of service and outreach as expressions of faith.

The Impact of the Asbury Revival

The Asbury Revival has had profound effects, not only on the university but also on the
wider Christian community. Its legacy can be observed in several key areas:

Spiritual Renewal

The Asbury Revival has consistently served as a catalyst for spiritual renewal among
participants. Many individuals who experienced the revivals reported transformative
encounters with God, leading to:

- Increased Commitment: Participants often returned to their churches with a renewed
commitment to their faith and a desire to serve others.
- Deepened Relationships: The communal aspects of the revival fostered deep bonds
among students, creating a strong sense of community and shared mission.



Influence on Other Movements

The Asbury Revival has inspired numerous other revival movements across the United
States and around the world. Its emphasis on prayer, worship, and personal testimony has
become a model for contemporary revivals and renewal movements in various
denominations.

Academic and Cultural Contributions

The legacy of the Asbury Revival extends into academic and cultural realms as well:

- Research and Study: The revivals have been the subject of various academic studies,
exploring their theological implications and sociocultural impact.
- Media Coverage: The national media has covered the revivals, highlighting their
significance and drawing attention to the role of faith in contemporary society.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite its positive impact, the Asbury Revival has faced challenges and criticisms over
the years. Some of the notable concerns include:

- Authenticity of Experience: Critics argue that emotional experiences during revival
meetings may sometimes overshadow theological foundations.
- Sustainability: Questions about the long-term sustainability of revival movements arise,
particularly regarding how to maintain the fervor and commitment experienced during a
revival.
- Inclusivity: Discussions around inclusivity have emerged, particularly regarding the
representation of diverse voices within the revival context.

The Future of the Asbury Revival

Asbury University continues to be a center for spiritual awakening and renewal. The
legacy of the Asbury Revival serves as a reminder of the transformative power of faith and
community. Future generations will likely draw inspiration from the rich history of revival
at Asbury, contributing to the ongoing dialogue about spirituality and religious experience
in a rapidly changing world.

In summary, the history of the Asbury Revival is a testament to the enduring impact of
spiritual awakenings on individuals and communities. From its early beginnings in the
20th century to its ongoing influence today, the revival represents a significant chapter in
the narrative of American Christianity, showcasing the power of personal testimony,
communal worship, and the pursuit of a deeper relationship with God.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Asbury Revival?
The Asbury Revival refers to a series of religious revivals that have taken place at Asbury
University in Wilmore, Kentucky, characterized by spontaneous worship, prayer, and a
focus on spiritual renewal.

When did the first significant Asbury Revival occur?
The first significant Asbury Revival occurred in February 1970, lasting for several weeks
and drawing thousands to the university for worship and spiritual renewal.

What were the key features of the 1970 Asbury Revival?
Key features of the 1970 Asbury Revival included continuous worship services, testimonies
of personal transformation, prayer sessions, and a strong emphasis on repentance and
reconciliation.

How did the Asbury Revival impact the broader
Christian community?
The Asbury Revival had a profound impact on the broader Christian community by
inspiring similar revivals and movements across the United States and globally,
emphasizing the importance of personal and communal spiritual renewal.

Have there been other notable revivals at Asbury
University?
Yes, in addition to the 1970 revival, there have been other notable revivals at Asbury,
including events in 1992 and 2006, each characterized by similar themes of worship,
prayer, and spiritual awakening.

What role do students and faculty play in the Asbury
Revival?
Students and faculty play a crucial role in the Asbury Revival by leading worship, sharing
testimonies, facilitating prayer, and fostering an environment of openness and spiritual
exploration.

How does the Asbury Revival relate to contemporary
spiritual movements?
The Asbury Revival is often seen as a precursor to contemporary spiritual movements,
highlighting the ongoing desire for authenticity in worship, community, and personal faith
experiences in today's society.
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