HISTORY OF ARLINGTON HOUSE

HISTORY OF ARLINGTON HOUSE IS A CAPTIVATING NARRATIVE THAT INTERTWINES THE LEGACIES OF AMERICAN HISTORY,
ARCHITECTURE, AND THE PROFOUND IMPACT OF THE CiviL W AR. SITUATED IN ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA, THIS ICONIC MANSION
SERVED AS THE RESIDENCE OF GEORGE W/ ASHINGTON PARKE CUSTISI THE STEP-GRANDSON OF GEORGE \X/ASHINGTON, AND
LATER BECAME AN IMPORTANT SITE DURING THE CIVIL W AR. THE HOUSE HAS WITNESSED SIGNIFICANT EVENTS AND
TRANSFORMATIONS, REFLECTING THE SOCIO-POLITICAL CHANGES OF ITS TIME. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE ARCHITECTURAL
SIGNIFICANCE, HISTORICAL CONTEXT, AND THE LEGACY OF ARLINGTON I‘IOUSE, PROVIDING A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF ITS
IMPORTANCE IN AMERICAN HISTORY.

¢ [NTRODUCTION

® ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF ARLINGTON House
e HisTorICAL CONTEXT OF ARLINGTON HousE

e ARLINGTON House DURING THE CIvIL W AR

® RESTORATION AND PRESERVATION EFFORTS

o LeGgacy AND CULTURAL IMPACT

o CONCLUSION

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF ARLINGTON HousE

ARLINGTON HOUSE, ALSO KNOWN AS THE CUSTIS-LEE MANSION, IS A PRIME EXAMPLE OF NEOCLASSICAL ARCHITECTURE IN THE
UNITED STATES. DESIGNED BY GEORGE W ASHINGTON PARKE CUSTIS, THE HOUSE WAS COMPLETED IN 18 18 AND SHOWCASES
A VARIETY OF ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS THAT REFLECT THE DESIGN TRENDS OF THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY.

DesiGN FEATURES

THE STRUCTURE FEATURES A DISTINCTIVE PORTICO WITH COLUMNS, EXPANSIVE TERRACES, AND LARGE WINDOWS THAT OFFER
STUNNING VIEWS OF THE POTOMAC RIVER AND WASHINGTON, D.C. THE USE OF LOCAL MATERIALS, PARTICULARLY AQuIA
CREEK SANDSTONE, EXEMPLIFIES THE INTEGRATION OF THE HOUSE INTO ITS NATURAL SURROUNDINGS. THE DESIGN IS BOTH
FUNCTIONAL AND AESTHETIC, SERVING AS A REFLECTION OF CUSTIS'S DESIRE TO CREATE A HOME THAT CELEBRATED HIS
FAMILY'S CONNECTION TO GEORGE W ASHINGTON.

INTERIOR LAYOUT

THE INTERIOR OF ARLINGTON HOUSE IS EQUALLY IMPRESSIVE, WITH SPACIOUS ROOMS ADORNED WITH PERIOD FURNISHINGS
THAT REFLECT THE OPULENCE OF THE TIME. THE GRAND PARLOR, DINING ROOM, AND MULTIPLE BEDROOMS SHOWCASE THE
WEALTH AND STATUS OF THE CUSTIS FAMILY. EACH ROOM IS METICULOUSLY DESIGNED, FEATURING INTRICATE MOLDINGS, HIGH
CEILINGS, AND LARGE FIREPLACES, WHICH WERE ESSENTIAL FOR HEATING DURING THE COLDER MONTHS.

HisToricAL CONTEXT OF ARLINGTON HousE

THE HISTORY OF ARLINGTON HOUSE IS DEEPLY INTERTWINED WITH THE CUSTIS AND LEE FAMILIES, WHOSE NARRATIVES SHAPED



THE LEGACY OF THE ESTATE. GEORGE W ASHINGTON PARKE CUSTIS INHERITED THE LAND FROM HIS GRANDFATHER, GEORGE
\X/ASHINGTON/ AND BUILT THE HOUSE AS A TRIBUTE TO HIS LEGACY AND A SYMBOL OF HIS FAMILY'S PROMINENCE.

THe CusTis FAMILY LEGACY

THE CUSTIS FAMILY PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN THE EARLY DEVELOPMENT OF VIRGINIA AND THE UNITED STATES. CUSTIS
WAS AN ARDENT SUPPORTER OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION AND SOUGHT TO PRESERVE THE MEMORY OF W/ ASHINGTON
THROUGH VARIOUS MEANS, INCLUDING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ARLINGTON ESTATE. THE FAMILY’S WEALTH STEMMED FROM
BOTH LAND OWNERSHIP AND AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, WHICH WAS HEAVILY RELIANT ON ENSLAVED LABOR.

RoBerT E. LEe AND His CONNECTION

IN 1831, ARLINGTON HOUSE BECAME THE PROPERTY OF ROBERT E. LEE WHEN HE MARRIED MARY ANNA CUsTIS, GEORGE

W/ ASHINGTON PARKE CUSTIS'S DAUGHTER. LEE'S TENURE AT ARLINGTON HOUSE CONNECTED THE ESTATE TO THE CONFEDERATE
CAUSE DURING THE CivIL W AR. His DECISION TO JOIN THE CONFEDERACY HAD PROFOUND IMPLICATIONS FOR BOTH HIS FAMILY
AND THE ESTATE ITSELF, LEADING TO ITS TRANSFORMATION INTO A MILITARY HEADQUARTERS DURING THE WAR.

ARLINGTON Houste DURING THE CiviL W AR

THe ouTBREAK OF THE CIVIL WAR IN 185 1 MARKED A SIGNIFICANT TURNING POINT FOR ARLINGTON House. W/ITH LEe’s
DECISION TO FIGHT FOR THE CONFEDERACY, THE UNION ARMY SEIZED THE ESTATE, WHICH WAS STRATEGICALLY LOCATED
OVERLOOKING THE CAPITAL.

MILITARY SIGNIFICANCE

ARLINGTON HOUSE'S LOCATION MADE IT A CRITICAL SITE FOR MILITARY OPERATIONS. THE UNION ARMY ESTABLISHED A FORT
ON THE GROUNDS, AND THE ESTATE WAS USED AS A HEADQUARTERS FOR VARIOUS MILITARY LEADERS. THE PRESENCE OF
TROOPS AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF DEFENSES ALTERED THE LANDSCAPE OF ARLINGTON, AS THE HOUSE BECAME A SYMBOL OF
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN THE NORTH AND SOUTH.

IMPACT ON THE GROUNDS

AS THE WAR PROGRESSED, THE GROUNDS SURROUNDING ARLINGTON HOUSE WERE TRANSFORMED INTO ARLINGTON NATIONAL
CEMETERY. THE DECISION TO BURY UNION SOLDIERS ON THE ESTATE GROUNDS WAS BOTH PRACTICAL AND SYMBOLIC, AS IT
LINKED THE MEMORY OF THE FALLEN WITH THE ESTATE THAT HAD ONCE BELONGED TO A CONFEDERATE GENERAL. THIS ACT
ENSURED THAT ARLINGTON HOUSE WOULD FOREVER BE ASSOCIATED WITH THE SACRIFICES MADE DURING THE CIVIL W AR.

RESTORATION AND PRESERVATION EFFORTS

FOLLOWING THE WAR, ARLINGTON HOUSE FELL INTO DISREPAIR, REFLECTING THE TURBULENT HISTORY THAT HAD UNFOLDED
WITHIN ITS WALLS. HO\X/EVER/ PRESERVATION EFFORTS BEGAN IN THE LATE 19TH CENTURY, AIMING TO RESTORE THE HOUSE TO
ITS FORMER GLORY.

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE INVOLVEMENT

IN 1933, ARLINGTON HOUSE WAS DESIGNATED AS PART OF THE GEORGE W ASHINGTON MEMORIAL PARKWAY AND CAME UNDER
THE MANAGEMENT OF THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE. THIS MARKED THE BEGINNING OF EXTENSIVE RESTORATION EFFORTS TO
PRESERVE THE ARCHITECTURAL INTEGRITY AND HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ESTATE. THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE HAS



SINCE UNDERTAKEN VARIOUS INITIATIVES TO MAINTAIN THE HOUSE AND EDUCATE THE PUBLIC ABOUT ITS HISTORY.

MODERN RESTORATION EFFORTS

IN RECENT YEARS, ARLINGTON HOUSE HAS UNDERGONE SIGNIFICANT RESTORATION, INCLUDING REPAIRS TO ITS STRUCTURAL
ELEMENTS AND THE PRESERVATION OF ITS INTERIORS. THESE EFFORTS HAVE AIMED TO ENSURE THAT THE HOUSE REMAINS A VITAL
PART OF AMERICAN HERITAGE, ALLOWING FUTURE GENERATIONS TO UNDERSTAND ITS HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE.

LeGACY AND CULTURAL IMPACT

THE LEGACY OF ARLINGTON HOUSE EXTENDS BEYOND ITS PHYSICAL STRUCTURE; IT REPRESENTS A COMPLEX NARRATIVE OF
AMERICAN HISTORY, ENCOMPASSING THEMES OF WAR, FAMILY, AND MEMORY. THE HOUSE SERVES AS A POIGNANT REMINDER OF
THE SACRIFICES MADE DURING THE CIVIL W/ AR AND THE ONGOING STRUGGLE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS IN THE UNITED STATES.

SYMBOL OF RECONCILIATION

TODAY, ARLINGTON HOUSE STANDS AS A SYMBOL OF RECONCILIATION BETWEEN THE NORTH AND SOUTH. IT DRAWS VISITORS
FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD, OFFERING INSIGHTS INTO THE PERSONAL AND POLITICAL COMPLEXITIES OF THE TIME. THE HOUSE IS
NOT ONLY A TESTAMENT TO THE CUSTIS AND LEE FAMILIES BUT ALSO TO THE BROADER STORY OF AMERICA’S JOURNEY
TOWARD UNITY AND HEALING.

EbucATIONAL ROLE

IN ADDITION TO BEING A HISTORICAL SITE, ARLINGTON HOUSE PLAYS AN IMPORTANT EDUCATIONAL ROLE. THE NATIONAL PARK
SERVICE CONDUCTS PROGRAMS AND TOURS AIMED AT EDUCATING VISITORS ABOUT THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE HOUSE AND ITS
ROLE IN AMERICAN HISTORY. THIS EDUCATIONAL FOCUS HELPS TO ENSURE THAT THE LESSONS OF THE PAST ARE NOT
FORGOTTEN AND THAT THE STORIES OF THOSE WHO LIVED THERE CONTINUE TO RESONATE.

CoNcLUSION

THE HISTORY OF ARLINGTON HOUSE IS A RICH TAPESTRY WOVEN FROM THE THREADS OF AMERICAN HERITAGE, ARCHITECTURE,
AND THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE. |TS ARCHITECTURAL BEAUTY, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE, AND ROLE DURING THE CiviL W AR MAKE IT
AN ESSENTIAL PART OF THE AMERICAN NARRATIVE. AS A SITE OF MEMORY AND REFLECTION, ARLINGTON HOUSE SERVES AS A
REMINDER OF THE COMPLEXITIES OF OUR NATION'S HISTORY AND THE ENDURING IMPACT OF THE CHOICES MADE BY THOSE WHO
CAME BEFORE US.

Q: WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF ARLINGTON HOUSE IN AMERICAN HISTORY?

A: ARLINGTON HOUSE IS SIGNIFICANT AS IT WAS THE HOME OF GEORGE W/ ASHINGTON PARKE CUSTIS AND LATER ROBERT E.
LEE. ITS HISTORY ENCAPSULATES THE COMPLEX NARRATIVES OF THE AMERICAN CIVIL W AR, THE LEGACY OF SLAVERY, AND THE
EVOLUTION OF NATIONAL MEMORY.

Q: WHeN wAS ARLINGTON HOUSE BUILT?

A: ARLINGTON House wAS BUILT BETWEEN 1802 AND 1818, wITH GEORGE W ASHINGTON PARKE CUSTIS OVERSEEING ITS
CONSTRUCTION TO HONOR HIS GRANDFATHER, GEORGE \¥/ ASHINGTON.



Q: WHAT ROLE DID ARLINGTON HOUsE PLAY DURING THE CIvIL W AR?

A: DURING THE CiviL W AR, ARLINGTON HOUSE WAS SEIZED BY UNION FORCES AND USED AS A MILITARY HEADQUARTERS. THE
GROUNDS WERE TRANSFORMED INTO ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY, WHICH BECAME A FINAL RESTING PLACE FOR MANY UNION
SOLDIERS.

Q: How HAS ARLINGTON HOUSE BEEN PRESERVED OVER THE YEARS?

A: ARLINGTON HOUSE HAS UNDERGONE VARIOUS RESTORATION EFFORTS, PARTICULARLY AFTER IT WAS DESIGNATED A
NATIONAL PARK IN 1933. THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE HAS BEEN INSTRUMENTAL IN MAINTAINING AND RESTORING THE HOUSE
AND ITS GROUNDS.

Q: CAN VISITORS TOUR ARLINGTON HOUSE TODAY?

A: YES, ARLINGTON HOUSE IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC, AND VISITORS CAN TOUR THE MANSION, LEARN ABOUT ITS HISTORY, AND
EXPLORE THE SURROUNDING CEMETERY.

Q: WHY 1s ARLINGTON House AssocCIATED WITH RoBerT E. LEe?

A: ARLINGTON HOUSE BECAME ASSOCIATED WITH ROBERT E. LEE BECAUSE HE WAS MARRIED TO MARY ANNA CUsTIS, GEORGE
X/ ASHINGTON PARKE CUSTIS'S DAUGHTER. LEE'S OWNERSHIP AND SUBSEQUENT ACTIONS DURING THE CIviL W AR
SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACTED THE ESTATE'S HISTORY.

Q: WHAT ARCHITECTURAL STYLE IS ARLINGTON HOUSE DESIGNED IN?

A: ARLINGTON HOUSE IS DESIGNED IN THE NEOCLASSICAL ARCHITECTURAL STYLE, FEATURING ELEMENTS SUCH AS A PORTICO
WITH COLUMNS AND SPACIOUS, WELL-PROPORTIONED ROOMS.

Q: WHAT IS THE CURRENT STATUS OF ARLINGTON HOUSE?

A: ARLINGTON HOUSE IS CURRENTLY MAINTAINED AS A HISTORIC SITE BY THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE AND SERVES AS A
CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE HIGHLIGHTING AMERICAN HISTORY.
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