history of alpha phi alpha

history of alpha phi alpha is a rich narrative that traces the origins and evolution of one
of the most significant African American fraternities in the United States. Founded in 1906
at Cornell University, Alpha Phi Alpha has played a pivotal role in advocating for civil rights,
academic excellence, and community service. This article delves into the founding
principles, key milestones, notable members, and the enduring impact of Alpha Phi Alpha
on society and the African American community. Through a comprehensive exploration of
its history, this piece will highlight the fraternity's commitment to uplifting others and
promoting leadership among African American men.
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The Founding of Alpha Phi Alpha

The inception of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. is marked by its establishment on
December 4, 1906, at Cornell University in Ithaca, New York. The fraternity was founded by
seven visionary students who sought to create an organization that would provide support
and uplift African American men in a predominantly white educational environment. The
founders, often referred to as the "Seven Jewels," are:

e Henry Arthur Callis

e Charles Henry Chapman
e Eugene Kinckle Jones

e George Biddle Kelley

¢ Nathaniel Allison Murray



e Robert Harold Ogle

e Vertner Woodson Tandy

These men were driven by a commitment to academic excellence and the improvement of
the social conditions of African Americans. They aimed to foster a sense of brotherhood,
scholarship, and service, which became the foundational principles of Alpha Phi Alpha. The
fraternity's first motto, "First of All, Servants of All, We Shall Transcend All," encapsulates
this mission.

Key Historical Milestones

Throughout its history, Alpha Phi Alpha has achieved numerous milestones that have
significantly shaped its identity and influence. Each milestone reflects the fraternity's
dedication to its core principles and its vision for social justice and community service.

The Expansion Era

Following its founding, Alpha Phi Alpha quickly expanded to other universities, establishing
chapters across the United States. The first chapter outside Cornell was founded at Howard
University in 1907, which marked the beginning of a nationwide presence. By the 1910s,
the fraternity had established several chapters, including:

University of lllinois (1910)

Ohio State University (1911)

University of Pennsylvania (1912)

University of California, Berkeley (1914)

This expansion allowed Alpha Phi Alpha to influence a larger number of students and
communities, promoting leadership and academic achievement among African Americans.

The Civil Rights Movement

Alpha Phi Alpha played a crucial role during the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and
1960s. The fraternity's members were actively involved in various civil rights initiatives,
advocating for equality and justice. Not only did they provide financial support for civil



rights organizations, but many members also took leadership roles in movements across
the country. Notable events include:

e Participation in the March on Washington in 1963
e Support for the Voting Rights Act of 1965

e Involvement in the founding of the NAACP

These actions underscored the fraternity's commitment to social justice and equality,
reinforcing its motto and mission.

Notable Members

Throughout its history, Alpha Phi Alpha has been home to many influential leaders in
various fields, including politics, academia, and the arts. The fraternity has produced a
number of prominent figures who have contributed significantly to society and the
advancement of African Americans. Some of the notable members include:

e W. E. B. Du Bois - Renowned sociologist and civil rights activist

e Martin Luther King Jr. - Civil rights leader and Nobel Peace Prize winner
e Thurgood Marshall - First African American Supreme Court Justice

¢ Jesse Owens - Olympic gold medalist and track and field legend

e Andrew Young - Former U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations and civil rights activist

These individuals exemplify the fraternity's commitment to excellence and leadership,
serving as role models for future generations.

Alpha Phi Alpha's Social Impact

The social impact of Alpha Phi Alpha extends beyond its members to the wider community.
The fraternity has been involved in numerous initiatives aimed at promoting education,
health, and social welfare. Its programs include:

e Educational scholarships for deserving students



e Community service projects addressing local needs
e Mentorship programs for young African American men

e Health awareness campaigns focusing on critical issues facing the African American
community

Through these initiatives, Alpha Phi Alpha has continued to advocate for the betterment of
society and the empowerment of African Americans. The fraternity's ongoing commitment
to service has solidified its reputation as a leader in social justice and community
development.

Conclusion

The history of Alpha Phi Alpha is a testament to the enduring spirit of brotherhood, service,
and leadership among African American men. From its founding in 1906 to its significant
role in the Civil Rights Movement and its ongoing community initiatives, the fraternity has
made a lasting impact on society. As Alpha Phi Alpha continues to grow and evolve, it
remains dedicated to its mission of uplifting the African American community and fostering
excellence among its members. The legacy of the "Seven Jewels" lives on, inspiring future
generations to engage in service and advocacy for social justice.

Q: What is the significance of Alpha Phi Alpha in African
American history?

A: Alpha Phi Alpha is significant in African American history as it was the first intercollegiate
Greek-letter fraternity established for African American men. It has played a vital role in
advocating for civil rights, education, and community service throughout its history.

Q: Who were the founders of Alpha Phi Alpha?

A: The founders of Alpha Phi Alpha, known as the "Seven Jewels," are Henry Arthur Callis,
Charles Henry Chapman, Eugene Kinckle Jones, George Biddle Kelley, Nathaniel Allison
Murray, Robert Harold Ogle, and Vertner Woodson Tandy.

Q: How has Alpha Phi Alpha contributed to the Civil
Rights Movement?

A: Alpha Phi Alpha contributed to the Civil Rights Movement by actively participating in
protests, providing support to civil rights organizations, and having members take
leadership roles in significant events like the March on Washington.



Q: What programs does Alpha Phi Alpha offer to
support the community?

A: Alpha Phi Alpha offers various community support programs, including educational
scholarships, mentorship initiatives, health awareness campaigns, and community service
projects aimed at addressing local needs.

Q: Can anyone join Alpha Phi Alpha?

A: Membership in Alpha Phi Alpha is open to African American men who meet specific
academic and character requirements. The fraternity emphasizes leadership, scholarship,
and community service as key criteria for membership.

Q: What is the motto of Alpha Phi Alpha?

A: The motto of Alpha Phi Alpha is "First of All, Servants of All, We Shall Transcend All,"
reflecting its commitment to service and leadership within the African American
community.

Q: What impact has Alpha Phi Alpha had on education?

A: Alpha Phi Alpha has had a positive impact on education by providing scholarships,
promoting academic excellence, and creating mentorship opportunities for young African
American men to foster their educational pursuits.

Q: How does Alpha Phi Alpha maintain its legacy today?

A: Alpha Phi Alpha maintains its legacy by continuing to engage in community service,
advocating for social justice, providing scholarships, and fostering leadership among its
members, ensuring that its founding principles remain relevant.

Q: What are the core values of Alpha Phi Alpha?

A: The core values of Alpha Phi Alpha include scholarship, fellowship, good character, and
service, which guide the fraternity's activities and initiatives in the community.

Q: Where can | learn more about Alpha Phi Alpha's
history?

A: To learn more about the history of Alpha Phi Alpha, you can explore books,
documentaries, and official fraternity publications that detail its founding, milestones, and
contributions to society.
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