history of ac dc

history of ac dc is a captivating journey that traces the origins and
evolution of one of rock music's most iconic bands. Formed in 1973 in Sydney,
Australia, AC/DC has become synonymous with high-voltage rock and roll,
electrifying performances, and timeless anthems. This article explores the
band's formation, key milestones, lineup changes, and cultural impact,
offering a comprehensive overview of their legacy. Through their innovative
sound and relentless energy, AC/DC has left an indelible mark on the music
industry, influencing countless artists and shaping the rock genre. Join us
as we delve into the thrilling history of AC/DC.
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Formation and Early Years

The history of AC/DC begins with its formation in November 1973 by brothers
Malcolm and Angus Young. The brothers, originally from Scotland, moved to
Australia with their family as children. Inspired by the burgeoning rock
scene, they decided to create a band that encapsulated their love for rock
and roll. The name "AC/DC," which stands for "Alternating Current/Direct
Current," was suggested by their sister, Margaret, and perfectly reflected
the band's electrifying energy.

The early lineup of AC/DC consisted of Malcolm Young on rhythm guitar, Angus
Young on lead guitar, Larry Van Kriedt on bass, and Colin Burgess on drums.
The band quickly gained a reputation for their energetic live performances
and raw sound, heavily influenced by bands like The Who and Led Zeppelin. In
early 1974, AC/DC released their debut album, "High Voltage," which showcased
their straightforward rock sound and included tracks like "Baby, Please Don’t
Go."



Initial Struggles and Breakthrough

Despite their initial struggles to gain traction in the highly competitive
music landscape, AC/DC began to build a loyal following through relentless
touring. Their sound, characterized by powerful guitar riffs and high-energy
performances, resonated with audiences. The band’s perseverance paid off when
they signed with the Australian label Albert Productions and released their
second album, "T.N.T.," in 1975. This album solidified their place in the
rock scene and featured hits like "It's a Long Way to the Top (If You Wanna
Rock 'n' Roll)" and the title track "T.N.T."

The success of "T.N.T." helped AC/DC secure a deal with Atlantic Records,
opening doors for international exposure. Their music began to attract
attention outside of Australia, setting the stage for their global
breakthrough.

Rise to Prominence

AC/DC's rise to prominence truly began with the release of "High Voltage" in
1976, which was a compilation album featuring select tracks from their
earlier Australian releases. However, it was the album "Dirty Deeds Done Dirt
Cheap," released later that same year, that catapulted them to international
fame. The album's title track became an anthem for rebellious youth and
showcased the band’s distinctive sound.

The Bon Scott Era

The band's charismatic frontman, Bon Scott, played a crucial role during this
period. His unique vocal style and on-stage persona contributed significantly
to AC/DC's identity. The band continued to build momentum with subsequent
albums like "Let There Be Rock" and "Powerage," both of which featured raw,
powerful tracks that further established their reputation.

Tragically, in February 1980, Bon Scott passed away, leaving a void in the
band and the music world. His death was a devastating blow, and many wondered
if AC/DC could continue without him.

Key Albums and Hits

In the wake of Bon Scott's death, AC/DC faced a critical juncture. Determined
to honor Scott's legacy, the band recruited Brian Johnson as their new lead
vocalist. This decision led to the creation of one of their most iconic



albums, "Back in Black," released in July 1980. The album was a tribute to
Scott and became one of the best-selling albums of all time, featuring
classic tracks like "You Shook Me All Night Long" and "Hells Bells."

Continued Success in the '80s and '90s

The success of "Back in Black" marked a new era for AC/DC, and they continued
to release successful albums throughout the 1980s and 1990s. Albums such as
"For Those About to Rock We Salute You," "Flick of the Switch," and "The
Razor's Edge" included hits that further solidified their status in rock
history. AC/DC's ability to adapt while maintaining their signature sound
allowed them to remain relevant in an ever-evolving music industry.

e "Back in Black" - 1980
e "For Those About to Rock We Salute You" - 1981
e "Flick of the Switch" - 1983

e "The Razor's Edge" - 1990

Lineup Changes and Challenges

Throughout their career, AC/DC faced several lineup changes and challenges,
yet they managed to maintain their musical integrity and fanbase. In addition
to Bon Scott's untimely death, Malcolm Young's health issues in the 2010s led
to his departure from the band. Despite these challenges, AC/DC continued to
tour and record, demonstrating their resilience and commitment to their
craft.

Return of Brian Johnson

In 2015, AC/DC released "Rock or Bust," which was met with critical acclaim
and commercial success. The album featured Brian Johnson, who had temporarily
left the band due to hearing issues. Despite this setback, the band managed
to tour successfully, showing that AC/DC was far from finished. The band's
ability to navigate through personal and professional challenges is a
testament to their strong legacy.



Cultural Impact and Legacy

The cultural impact of AC/DC cannot be overstated. They have influenced
countless artists and bands across various genres, from hard rock to heavy
metal. Their music has been featured in films, commercials, and sporting
events, further embedding their songs in popular culture. The band's
signature sound—characterized by powerful guitar riffs, catchy hooks, and
high-energy performances—continues to resonate with new generations of fans.

AC/DC's contribution to rock music has been recognized with numerous awards
and accolades, solidifying their status as one of the greatest rock bands of
all time. Their live performances are legendary, known for their electrifying
energy and engaging stage presence, making them a must-see for any rock music
enthusiast.

Conclusion

The history of AC/DC is a compelling narrative of resilience, innovation, and
rock and roll spirit. From their humble beginnings in Australia to their
status as global rock icons, AC/DC has continually pushed the boundaries of
music while remaining true to their roots. They have created a legacy that
will endure for generations, inspiring countless musicians and fans alike.
Their story is not just about the music they’ve made but also about the
impact they’ve had on the world of rock and roll.

Q: What year was AC/DC formed?
A: AC/DC was formed in November 1973.

Q: Who were the original members of AC/DC?

A: The original members included Malcolm Young, Angus Young, Larry Van
Kriedt, and Colin Burgess.

Q: What is AC/DC's most famous album?
A: AC/DC's most famous album is "Back in Black," released in 1980.

Q: How did Bon Scott die?

A: Bon Scott died in February 1980 due to acute alcohol poisoning.



Q: Who replaced Bon Scott as the lead vocalist?

A: Brian Johnson replaced Bon Scott as the lead vocalist after Scott's death.

Q: What are some of AC/DC's biggest hits?

A: Some of AC/DC's biggest hits include "You Shook Me All Night Long," "Hells
Bells," and "Thunderstruck."

Q: Has AC/DC had any lineup changes?

A: Yes, AC/DC has experienced several lineup changes, most notably the loss
of Bon Scott and Malcolm Young.

Q: How has AC/DC influenced other artists?

A: AC/DC has influenced countless bands across various genres, particularly
in hard rock and heavy metal, with their powerful sound and energetic
performances.

Q: What is the significance of the album "Back in
Black"?

A: "Back in Black" is significant as it is a tribute to Bon Scott and is one
of the best-selling albums of all time, marking a successful new era for the
band.

Q: What is AC/DC's legacy in rock music?

A: AC/DC's legacy in rock music includes their status as one of the greatest
rock bands of all time, known for their electrifying performances and
timeless anthems.
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